
 

Classifica�on: Protected A 

Access to Information Act 

Part 1 
Freedom of Information 

Division 2 
Exceptions to Disclosure 

Disclosure harmful to business interests of a third party 

19(1) The head of a public body must refuse to disclose to an applicant information 

(a) that would reveal 

(i) trade secrets of a third party, or 

(ii) commercial, financial, labour relations, scientific or technical information 
of a third party, 

(b) that is supplied, explicitly or implicitly, in confidence, and 

(c) the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to 

(i) harm significantly the competitive position or interfere significantly with 
the negotiating position of the third party, 

(ii) result in similar information no longer being supplied to the public body 
when it is in the public interest that similar information continue to be 
supplied, 

(iii) result in undue financial loss or gain to any person or organization, or 

(iv) reveal information supplied to, or the report of, an arbitrator, mediator, 
labour relations officer or other person or body appointed to resolve or 
inquire into a labour relations dispute. 

(2)  The head of a public body must refuse to disclose to an applicant information about 
a third party that was collected on a tax return or collected for the purpose of determining 
tax liability or collecting a tax. 

(3)  Subsections (1) and (2) do not apply if 

(a) the third party consents to the disclosure, 

(b) an enactment of Alberta or Canada authorizes or requires the information to 
be disclosed, 

(c) the information relates to a non-arm’s length transaction between a public body 
and another party, or 

(d) the information is in a record that is in the custody or under the control of the 
Provincial Archives of Alberta or the archives of a public body and has been in 
existence for 50 years or more. 



 

Classifica�on: Protected A 

Access to Information Act 

Part 1 
Freedom of Information 

Division 2 
Exceptions to Disclosure 

Advice from officials 

29(1)  The head of a public body may refuse to disclose information to an applicant if the 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to reveal 

(a) advice, proposals, recommendations, analyses or policy options developed by 
or for a public body or a member of the Executive Council, including 
background factual information and information provided for informational 
purposes only, 

(b) consultations or deliberations involving 

(j) officers or employees of a public body, 

(ii) a member of the Executive Council, or 

(iii) the staff of a member of the Executive Council, 

(c) positions, plans, procedures, criteria or instructions developed for the purpose 
of contractual or other negotiations by or on behalf of the Government of 
Alberta or a public body, or considerations that relate to those negotiations,  

(d) plans relating to the management of personnel or the administration of a public 
body that have not yet been implemented, 

(e) the contents of draft legislation, regulations and orders of members of the 
Executive Council or the Lieutenant Governor in Council, 

(f) the contents of agendas or minutes of meetings of 

(i) the governing body of an agency, board, commission, corporation, office 
or other body designated as a public body in the regulations, or 

(ii) a committee of a governing body referred to in subclause (i), 

(g) information, including the proposed plans, policies or projects of a public body, 
the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to result in disclosure of 
a pending policy or budgetary decision, or 

(h) the contents of a formal research or audit report that in the opinion of the head 
of the public body is incomplete unless no progress has been made on the 
report for at least 3 years. 

(2)  This section does not apply to information that 



 

Classifica�on: Protected A 

(a) has been in existence for 15 years or more, 

(b) is a statement of the reasons for a decision made in the exercise of a 
discretionary power or an adjudicative function, 

(c) is the result of product or environmental testing carried out by or for a public 
body, that is complete or on which no progress has been made for at least 3 
years, unless the testing was done 

(i) for a fee as a service to a person other than a public body, or 

(ii) for the purpose of developing methods of testing or testing products for 
possible purchase, 

(d) is a statistical survey, 

(e) is the result of background research of a scientific or technical nature 
undertaken in connection with the formulation of a policy proposal, that is 
complete or on which no progress has been made for at least 3 years, 

(f) is an instruction or guideline issued to the officers or employees of a public 
body, or 

(g) is a substantive rule or statement of policy that has been adopted by a public 
body for the purpose of interpreting an Act or regulation or administering a 
program or activity of the public body. 

(3)  The head of a public body must refuse to disclose to an applicant 

(a) a record relating to an audit by the Chief Internal Auditor of Alberta that is 
created by or for the Chief Internal Auditor of Alberta, or 

(b) information that would reveal information about an audit by the Chief Internal 
Auditor of Alberta. 

(4)  Subsection (3) does not apply to a record or information described in that subsection 
if 

(a) 15 years or more has elapsed since the audit to which the record or information 
relates was completed, or 

(b) the audit to which the record or information relates was discontinued or if no 
progress has been made on the audit for 15 years or more. 

(5)  In this section, “audit” means a financial or other formal and systematic examination 
or review of a program, portion of a program or activity. 
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