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Lechteich B’Sukkos

hen entering the sukkah, one

should have in mind that he is
fulfilling the mitzvah stated in the Torah
(Vayikra 23:42):
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You shall live in sukkos for seven
days... so that future generations
may know that I made the children
of Israel live in booths when I brought
them out of the land of Mitzrayim. I

am Hashem your G-d.

The Gemara (x» n210) relates a npibnn
whether these were wnn moo or iy
Taon. Regardless, the mitzvah of mow is
to remind us of that time in the 72
when Hashem alone sustained us.

The Tur n"aan famously asks: If we
left Mitzrayim in Nissan, why then do
we celebrate Sukkos in Tishrei, half a
year later?

To which he famously answers:
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If we were to sit in sukkos in Nissan,
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it would appear as though we were sim-
ply building huts for shade, like anyone
else in the world. The mitzvah of yeshi-
vas sukkah would then lack its element
of pirsum, the public expression of faith.

But in Tishrei, when the cold begins
to set in and people return indoors to
the warmth of their homes, we Yidden
do the opposite — we leave our homes
and enter the Sukkah. It is then that
our mitzvah becomes clearly recogniz-
able: We are not sitting in the sukkah
for comfort or convenience, but solely
because the King has commanded us.

This is the essence of Sukkos: By sit-
ting in the sukkah we proclaim — “I
am here not because it is practical or
comfortable, but simply because a1 73
15m.” And in that lies the deepest joy —
to spend seven days living only in His
command, only in His embrace.

Rav Yerucham Olshin x"v5w, Rosh
Yeshiva of BMG, in his sefer omypm5 nr
23 Tmxn suggests another dimension,
something which I am very excited
about. It’s the dimension of Lechteich:

Says Rav Yerucham, the sukkah that
was 0¥ NX*Y™ 131, namely our sojourn
through the desert, is about reminding
us of what life was like in the 72T, at a
time when we had nothing and no one
but Hashem.

It was the time of 12mm2 "nx 7035
v XS paxa — of blind faith, of fol-

lowing Hashem when all seemed bleak



and uncertain. We did not know where
food or drink would come from, how
we would survive, how our children
would make it. And yet, day after day,
He sustained us with 11 from the heav-
ens, the 0™n X3, and the T20n Mp. We
just kept going with dvar Hashem, *n 5y
WO 118 Syt um .

Yes, it was difficult. There were the
21 1y and the onxnn, there were nay-
sayers, there were those who were brazen
enough to complain they even wanted
to return to Mitzrayim. But klal Yisrael
as a whole held on. We followed. And in
that following, we were embraced, pro-
tected, and carried by Hashem Himself.

That is what the sukkah is about. Not
only that we are fulfilling 15nn m¥n, but
that we are stepping back into that state
of pure reliance, of being “all alone” yet
completely cared for. The sukkah is our
journey of Lechteich — the chance to
relive the faith of the 12, to leave be-
hind the comforts of home and to dis-
cover once again that having nothing
but Hashem is truly having everything.

As the pasuk in Haazinu, referring
to those times in the Midbar relates: “n
uny 112 — Hashem alone guided them.”

Rashi explains: “nom 7712 13m3a oam
— He led them in the wilderness, alone
and yet in complete security.”

The Kli Yakar adds o'x521 01271 about
those times:

NMXR N2°01 5Xw? NX AWy S unr T1an
oy 17 (v 32 72THa) W'nd T12 DA 2 oA
mawr 7125, Hashem made klal Yisrael a

singular people, apart from the nations,

bound only to Him. With a caveat: 1x
731 5X Sxwr oy my pRwa A1 xana. Only
when we attach ourselves exclusively to
Hashem does He, in turn, claim us to
be His one and only nation.

When we sit in the sukkah, yes, we
are fulfilling the mitzvah in a way that is
discernible to the obyn mmy — show-
ing that we do it for the Kings sake.

Yet there is something even deeper
here. Beyond the message for every-
one, there’s a message on a personal
and individual level. Not for the whole
world, but for ourselves — for our own
personal journeys, our own personal
Lechteichs.

We are replaying 1312 ™inx nab —
vulnerable, wandering, stricken with
questions, seeking clarity and direction.
0115 o max nwyn. Yet the saving
grace is that we are held in His embrace
— then and now.

This is why, at this time of year —
Tishrei, when everyone else goes inside
— we step out and enter the sukkah: To
relive the journey, to remind ourselves
that wnwn nnn wn 53 px. Our fore-
fathers did not know how they would
survive from day to day, yet Hashem
sustained them. We, too, with our ques-
tions and hopes for yeshuos and clarity,
will be okay.

We enter the sukkah 712 — to take
our feelings of loneliness and forlorn-
ness, connect with the past, and real-
ize that we are cared for. A renewal of
bitachon, a “re-vaccination” of trust in
Hashem.
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When we go out into the sukkah, we
are showing the world — and remind-
ing ourselves — that while others retreat
into warm homes, we step outside. Not
because it is comfortable, but because
we are a Lechteich nation. Just as we
once followed Hashem blindly into the
wilderness, sustained only by His pro-

tection, so too now we proclaim: Our

strength, our identity, our very being
rests in Him alone.

It is us and Him, nothing else. That is
why, even in the cold and rain, we leave
behind our secure houses and enter His
sukkah. Because our roots, our journey,
and our destiny are one and the same:
7312 minx gnab. We are, and forever

will be, the Lechteich nation.

You Can Do Better Than Being
A Partner With The Baal Shem

*Story from R’ Ephraim Wachsman teshuva derasha 2025

ne bitter, freezing Succos night,

the Baal Shem Tov was looking
for a partner to accompany him into
the sukkah. The cold was unbearable,
and everyone turned him away. It was
the classic case of mxni 1n Mva ovn.

Finally, one devout chassid, seeing
the opportunity, told the Rebbe, “Reb-
be, I'll accompany you, as long as you
agree to allow me to be your partner in
the World to Come.”

The Baal Shem Tov replied, “I agree
for you to be my partner in Gan Eden,
but it comes with a severe condition.”

The chassid could never have imag-
ined the severity of the other side of the
deal. When he heard that it would cost
him his life — as the Baal Shem said,
“After yom tov you will die”—it was not
an easy pill to swallow.

The chassid thought about it for some

time and made a rational cheshbon: If 1
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am in this world to achieve the greatest
nitzchiyus possible, I can either wait here
in this world for the next 30 or 40 years
and then die, or I can take this offer and
be with the Baal Shem. With this clar-
ity, he returned to the Baal Shem and
said, “Rebbe, I'm ready.”

Sure enough, after yom tov, the chas-
sid began to feel weak and faint, until
his neshamah departed, as the deal he
had committed to spelled out.

The news spread that the chassid had
been nifiar. The Rebbe of the city heard
the story and used it as a case study for
his chassidim. He asked them, “Rabbosai,
this chassid is now sitting with the Baal
Shem HaKadosh in Gan Eden, but he is
no longer in this world. His cheshbon was:
What better Gan Eden, what greater eter-
nity can [ have than to be with one of the
greatest tzaddikim of all time? I ask you:
Did he make the right decision?”



They all exclaimed, “What we would
do to have a moment with the Baal
Shem in the next world! Of course he
was right!”

In utter frustration and sorrow at
their mistake, the Rebbe exclaimed,
“He was 100% wrong! Every moment
of life in this world is precious. In this
world, you can do and accomplish. In

the next world, you only receive.”

DMY DWYM AMWNA NNX AYw N

.Xan ohwn »n Som i ohya
One hour in repentance and good
deeds in this world is more precious

than all the life of the World to

Come.

Once he is in the next world, he is
done. No longer can he do, invest,
grow, or become. His greatest mistake
was thinking he couldn’t ascend high-
er, greater than the Baal Shem. Now he
is in the Olam HaEmes, a shutaf with
the Baal Shem, but if only he knew how

much more he could have become if he
were still down here in this world—the
world where we can plan, achieve, and
accomplish.

As the Gemara says (Eruvin 54a):

XNOPT DY mon PRI mon ,RX1w

omT KOO en hIRT
Grab and eat, grab and drink, for
the world from which we are depart-
ing is like a wedding feast whose joy
is only temporary, and one who does

not take p[mmre in it now will not

be able to do so in the future.

As we sit in the sukkah and reflect
on the transient nature of this world,
it should not only humble us, but also
inspire and empower us. It reminds us
to chap arein, to make the most of ev-
ery moment, growing, striving, accom-
plishing, and soaring ever higher. There
are no limits, no caps. As long as we
continue to chap arein, we are investing

where it matters most.

Dog on Crutches

*Based on 2750 nTayn nn oo

he Gemara in Sukkah 38a refers to

the lulav as an arrow:

;5 e b vomn 2py 72 AR M

XIOOT "2 X7 7'T AnNKXR
When Rav Acha bar Ya'akov would
move the lulav to and fro, he would
say: “This is an arrow in the eye of

>

Satan.’

Similarly, the Zohar teaches that the
DIMN YAIX are maanei kirvah — weap-
ons of war — to demonstrate nx1 771,
that we have emerged victorious in bat-
tle.

Likewise, the Gemara (Sukkah 38a)
explains that by taking and shaking the

orn yax, we show our triumph.
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But let me ask a question based on a
recent encounter | had with my won-
derful neighbor.

Recently, as my family was at the
park, there was a dog on the loose. My
wife told me everyone was pretty help-
less — standing on benches, running
around — but no one knew how to take
proper action to neutralize the dog. So
I asked my neighbor, an avid dog lover,
what to do in such a situation.

She said, “Well, I would grab it by the
back legs until it calms down.”

I asked, “What if you just kicked it?”

She said, “You can’t do that. If you
kick it, you have one foot in the air, and
at that moment, it can attack you be-
cause you're off balance. And if youre
off balance, you can’ fight.”

Then she neatly summed it up into a
life’s yesod: 1f you're not on two feet, you
can't fight. Profound.

Which segues right into the daled
minim, Sukkos, and the Satan.

Haven’t we already decimated, elim-
inated the Satan? On Rosh Hashanah,
didn’t we confuse him with the sound of
the shofar? And on Yom Kippur, didn
we knock him out with our avodah?

If so, what's the battle now? Why are
we still poking him with the lulav? Isn’t
the Satan at this point off balance?

A great question indeed. And the an-
swer is clear: As we discussed on Yom
Kippur, we are always at war.

Even though we may have confused
and knocked out the Satan over the past

few weeks, the reality is that the yetzer
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hara is still aflame, scheming to trip a
person and as strong as ever. Despite the
holy avodab of the yamim norai’im, he
persists, ready to strike at any opening.
That is why we need the orn yax — to
weaken him, to nullify him, and to re-
mind ourselves that the struggle is never
over.

As the pasuk says (Devarim 20:1):

“...7anx S nnrbnb xyn a”

The Sifri explains:

“.or5) AN anx T’

Reb Shealeh Belzer asks: What is
the difference between 9anx by, and
qanx a2 He answers that there are
two kinds of enemies. One hates you
but only harms when the opportunity
presents itself — that is the enemy of
7K by.

But the other is relentless — he seeks
every moment to surprise and destroy.
That, says the Torah, is your true en-
emy: TaxX 3. The yetzer hara never
ceases; even in your quiet moments, he
is already plotting.

Accordingly, yes, we may have
knocked out the Satan, confused him,
or even put him on crutches — but the
yesod is this: he is not a harmless dog in
the park. He is the Satan, created by
Hashem to challenge us at every second
of life. He is the 7anx 12, always against
us. He is relentless, and even a couple of
days after Yom Kippur, he comes right
back. Such is his nature — and so must
we keep fighting.

On Sukkos, we celebrate and pro-

claim n¥y 77 — the victory is ours



— but at the same moment, we are also
preparing for the very next battle.
Wielding the orn ymx — the
maanei kirvah, the weapons of war —
affirms the reality and severity of the

battle. But we must remember: As long

as we are fighting, we are alive. We are
living and breathing for a higher, elevat-
ed purpose. And that, as long as were
fighting, is ultimately the greatest victo-
ry. Keep flexing. Keep fighting. As Yid-

den, the war never ends.

Meet You in the Mud

he Zohar Hakadosh refers to the
mitzvah of sukkah as zzila dmeb-
munusa, the Divine Shade.

Conceptually, this sounds magnif-
icent. What could be more uplifting
than to actually sit and bask in Hash-
em’s shade — to dwell, even briefly, in a
state of ecstasy?

Yet the yetzer hara has its way. It
whispers: “Who are you? What have
you done? Youre no tzaddik. The Baal
Shem Tov, the Chofetz Chaim, Reb
Levi Yitzchak, Reb Akiva Eiger — they
sat in the Divine Shade. But you? With
your shortcomings? It’s a joke. You're no
tzaddik to start claiming you're sitting
in Hashem’s shade.”

And slowly these feelings simmer,
until they harden into an identity. We
think: “With all my aveiros, even since
Yom Kippur, it cant be me. The Zohar
wasnt referring to someone like me,
with my pekel”

For this very trap, we turn to the bei-
lige Alshich HaKadosh (Parshas Emor).
He says: No. Wrong. Absolutely not.
Never!

To uproot this misguided “humility”

— this thought of “I am nothing; what
does my sitting in the sukkah really
the Alshich explains

why Hashem specifically command-

amount to?” —

ed that the schach, the essence of the
sukkah, must come from “Ovaw 937
YR 0 — things that grow from the
ground” (Mishna Sukkah 11a).

Just when we feel like dirt, like we
are nothing, like we are unworthy of
the Divine Shade, Hashem proclaims:
“Opr1y 09 M — you are all holy and
pure” My children, you are all trying
your best.

Hashem says: Take the schach — the
defining element of the sukkah — from
the ground itself, and place it above
your heads. Take that feeling of lowli-
ness and transform it. Bring it up. With
Me.

All of you — come with Me into
the sukkah, into My light, My radi-
ance. Let’s be together. Bring the schach
from the ground — from where youre
coming — and place it where you truly
belong: with Me. Not just basking, but
creating the Divine Shade. Every single

one of you.
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A Promise from Eliyahu Hanavi

s we end the Yerach HaEisanim

and want to do whatever we can
to capitalize on the precious time still
at our disposal — while Hashem is in
our midst, and we are dancing with His
Torah, proclaiming Ty px onbx X1 71
11250, — I don’t know if I’ve ever come
across not just a segulah but a havtachah
from Eliyahu HaNavi himself.

And now that I have, I feel it is in-
cumbent upon me to share it with you.
This is an exciting opportunity, an abso-
lute gem! And even better — it doesn't
require anything extra outside of what
we're already doing. Its adding an ex-
tra dose of heart and kavanah, adding
meaning and depth to that which we are
already doing.

The Minchas Elazar (haww» 2pw 50
2751 17 MR NN O KRn) writes that he
has a mesorah from the Chozeh milLu-
blin, who said in the name of the Baal
Shem Tov, who said in the name of Eli-
yahu HaNavi:

om 2 1HXA MR1D 002 HHannw m
7N NNRYT DY HY XA XYW
Y7oy anoa mawn 53 Y5annd Snon 1x
;N pbX Snm) nena jar Pawm
nwh XM ,nannm S peb xnw
TR PIPANY A1 T Syw i DX T

.mwn b2

CORPORATE SPONSORS

7

T7 Capital

bluestone
BROKERAGE

Zaltz, LLp

Whoever davens with real kava-
nah and heart on Hoshana Rabbah,
Shemini Atzeres, and Simchas Torah
is promised special help from Hashem
to daven with kavanah all year long...

He explains that these days are times
of deep connection between us and
Hashem — days when our bond with
Him is strengthened. When we use
them well, it’s like tying a strong knot
that keeps us connected throughout
the year; the tighter we make the chibur
during this time, the tighter we are tied
with the Eibeshter all year long, giving
us strength to daven and stay close to
Him long after yom tov ends.

Now is the time. The season of Yerech
HaEisanim is concluding. Yes, its a
time of joy, happiness, and celebration
with family and friends — but it’s also
an opportunity for ourselves, our fami-
lies, and all of 4lal Yisrael, near and far.

What an opportunity. To tie the kes-
her with Hashem through our zefillos.
Now’s that time. For the rest of the year.
We have a kabbalah from Eliyahu Ha-
Navi himself. May Hashem grant us the
hatzlachab, yeshuos, and nechamos we all
need — and the greatest yeshuah of all,
the arrival of Mashiach Tzidkeinu, bim-

heira byameinu.
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