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Snazzytavi winning the Gr.3 Easter Handicap (1600m) at Te Rapa on Saturday. (Trish Dunell)

STELLAR WEEKEND 
FOR CURRAGHMORE GRADUATES

PREFERMENT LEADS HOME WALLER
TRIFECTA IN DASHING BMW TRIUMPH

Continued on  page  2

Curraghmore celebrated 
widespread success at the 
weekend with winners in 

three countries and highlighted by 
the domestic stakes of rising star 
Snazzytavi (NZ) (Tavistock).

Farm principal Gordon Cunningham 
bred and sold the gifted daughter 

of the late Tavistock who ended her 
campaign with an effortless victory in 
the Gr.3 Easter Handicap (1600m) at 
Ellerslie.

Trained by Graham Richardson and 
Rogan Norvall for Cambridge Stud, 
Snazzytavi has gone for a break with 
five wins and four placings, including a 

third in the Listed Wairarapa Breeders’ 
Stakes (1600m), from 10 appearances.

Curraghmore graduate Lucy In 
The Sky (NZ) (No Nay Never) was also 
successful on the Group One undercard 
in Hong Kong on Sunday evening 
while Sir Grace (NZ) (Turn Me Loose) 
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continued his impressive progress in 
Queensland.

Snazzytavi is out of the Zabeel mare 
Ritzy Lady (NZ), who won six races 
including the Listed New Zealand St 
Leger (2500m) and finished runner-up 
in the Gr.2 Counties Cup (2100m).

“Roger James originally bought her 
(for A$340,000, Inglis Easter Sale) as a 
yearling for Mark and Jack Maronde, 
who raced her and they had some 
very good horses like La Sizeranne,” 
Cunningham said.

“The Marondes were winding 
down when I bought Ritzy Lady. It was 
a family that I was very familiar with 
going back to my Waikato Stud days.

“Thum’s Lil Sister (the third dam) 
was a mare imported from America 
who produced a very good filly by 
Pompeii Court called Clever Zoe.”

She won the Listed Debutante 
Stakes (1000m) and finished runner-up 
in the Gr.1 Lightning Stakes (1000m).

Ritzy Lady was subsequently sold 
and Snazzytavi was also to have gone 
to auction at New Zealand Bloodstock’s 
Ready to Run Sale before a forced 
change of plan.

“She was broken in and had all her 
development work at Jamie and Chanel 
Beatson’s Ohukia Lodge and I had her 
entered in the breeze-up sale at Karaka, 
she was progressing nicely but came up 
with a foot abscess,” Cunningham said.

“I was happy to put her into work 
and she won a trial nicely for Graham 
and Rogan as a two-year-old and I 
came to an arrangement with Brendan 

The lightly raced Sir Grace rounded 
off a top weekend for the farm when 
he won his third race on the bounce 
from five starts for local trainer Warwick 
Satherley with victory over 1600m at 
Rockhampton on Sunday.

The Cunningham-bred son of Turn 
Me Loose was a $34,000 NZB National 
Online Yearling Sale purchase and is out 
of the Sir Percy mare Lady Grace (NZ), 
a granddaughter of multiple Group 
winner Frenetic (NZ) (Truly Vain).

Lady Grace has a yearling filly by 
Eminent and is back in foal to him after 
producing a daughter of Armory last 
season.

 – LOVERACING.NZ News Desk

Lindsay for him to buy her.
“She has been brilliantly trained and 

I’m thrilled that she’s proved to be such 
a good horse for Cambridge Stud, she 
looks very progressive and hopefully 
can go to another level.”

Meanwhile, No Nay Never three-
year-old Lucy In The Sky opened his 
account at Sha Tin with victory over 
1200 metres in just his third appearance 
from Me Tsui’s stable.

He was purchased out of 
Curraghmore’s 2022 draft at New 
Zealand Bloodstock’s National Yearling 
Sale for $60,000 and is a son of the 
Exceed And Excel mare Spiced, a half-
sister to Gr.3 Manfred Stakes (1200m) 
winner Brave Mead (Brave Smash).

Curraghmore principal Gordon Cunningham. (Trish Dunell)



We provide a first class service with 
frequent and regular flights for your 
horse’s that reach all corners of the 
globe, from Australia, Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Macau, Malaysia, Korea, 
Philippines, Japan, South Africa, USA 
and China. You name the place, we’ll 
get your horse there with safety and 
care at heart!

GOING 
THE 
EXTRA
MILE

Flyers of Group One winners 
I Wish I Win, Pennyweka, 
Atishu, Explosive Jack, Major 
Beel, Mr Brightside, Imperatriz, 
Manzoice, Pinarello, Golden 
Sixty and more! 

Contact the NZB Airfreight team today.
+64 9 298 0055  |  airfreight@nzb.co.nz  |  www.nzbairfreight.com

NZB
https://www.nzb.co.nz/airfreight

King of Comedy
https://novarapark.co.nz/king-of-comedy/pedigree/pedigree-overview/
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LADIES MAN CEMENTS
 HIS WELLINGTON CUP CLAIM

type in 	 (Shamexpress).
The Shamexpress filly has produced 

a second and third-placed efforts 
from as many starts and will step out 
in the Windsor Park Stud silks when 
contesting the Entain – NZB Insurance 
Pearl Series (1200m).

“She’s been racing very well, her first 
start we used as a trial and she went 
well. She’s a lovely filly, probably six 
months away from her peak, but very 
level-headed,” Rae said.

“She’ll be out the back with that 
draw (12) in the running and she 
probably needs 1400m, but she jars 
up, so we’ve taken it very quietly with 

Dancing Dream will contest the Porthouse Bar & Eatery (1400) at Ruakaka on Wednesday. (Race Images)

Continued on page 5

Ruakaka’s drier climate will play 
a key role in winter racing in 
the coming months, and local 

trainer Kenny Rae is looking forward 
to competing on his home turf at this 
Wednesday’s meeting.

“Most of our horses will be racing up 
here for the next three or four months, 
there’s nothing better than racing on 
your home track. No travelling for the 
horses and saves costs for the owners,” 
he said.

Rae, who trains in partnership with 
daughter Krystal Williams, operates the 
stable’s northern base and among his 
mid-week contingent is a promising 

RAE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF LOCAL CLIMATE

her. At this stage we’ll just leave her at 
1200m.”

Stablemate Surf Queen (NZ) 
(Iffraaj) is eligible for the lucrative Pearl 
Series bonus in the maiden fillies’ and 
mares’ event and will have Craig Grylls 
in the saddle.

“Surf Queen is a bit of an enigma, 
she won a trial at Ruakaka by about 
seven-and-a-half lengths and last-start 
I put down to the rock-hard track at 
Pukekohe. Her past two runs on wetter 
tracks were good,” Rae said.

“The track’s good at the moment 
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Northland Breeders’ Stakes (1200m).
“She’s been placed over 1400m, 

but she’s been placed at just about 
any distance. She was just about the 
best maidener in the country until 
she won, she finished second behind 
Crocetti at Ruakaka. We just need more 
stakes races to be run here for her,” Rae 
quipped.

“She’s done very well since her win, 
I was going to run her at Te Rapa in 
the Cambridge Breeders’ Stakes (Gr.3, 
1200m) but Jasmine (Fawcett, jockey) 
and I decided to go to for the easier 
option in a 1400m with a home track 
advantage.

“Heart Of Alladin will line-up in that 
race as well and he was disappointing 
last-start at Matamata, both times he’s 
gone there he’s hung and not finished 
off.

“He pulled up well and we’ve taken 
the gear off this time, he is a horse with 
ability and goes okay at Ruakaka. He’s 
just created his own bad luck at the 
races.”

Completing Rae’s Ruakaka runners 
is Tide And Time (NZ) (Time Test) 

and they are watering it, but we would 
like a bit of rain for her.”

Mischief Managed (NZ) (Derryn), 
a placegetter behind Pennyweka (NZ) 
(Satono Aladdin) in last season’s Gr.1 
New Zealand Oaks (2400m), will strike 
her favoured course on Wednesday in 
the Rating 65 event over 2100m.

“She’s at her peak now and was 
similar at this time of the year as a 
three-year-old where she ran third in 
the Oaks. To be fair though, aside from 
the winner it wasn’t an overly strong 
field for a Group One,” Rae said.

“But, on her work, she should win 
on Wednesday. She doesn’t love a 
rock-hard track either, but the track is in 
lovely order, the track manager should 
be given a 10/10 for the way it’s going.”

Formerly the perennial bridesmaid, 
Dancing Dream (NZ) (Contributer) 
was straight into the winner’s circle in 
a fresh-state last-start and has finished 
in the first three at each of her eight 
starts at Ruakaka. Most notably was 
the Contributer filly’s second placing 
behind subsequent Group One winner 
Crocetti (NZ) (Zacinto) in the Gr.3 

RAE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE
OF LOCAL CLIMATE

in the other Rating 65 1400m event 
sponsored by Porthouse Bar & Eatery, 
who will have their filly Porthouse 
Lady (NZ) (Rageese) running in the 
Listed Berkley Stud Champagne Stakes 
(1200m) at Riccarton Park on Saturday.

“Tide And Time has had about 10 
days off and we’ve bought her back in, 
she’s working well and looking good. 
She went no good on a wet track at 
Tauranga and Sam Weatherley (jockey) 
blamed himself the start before and 
told me he was too patient on her,” Rae 
said.

“The 1400m may test her in a fresh 
state, and I’ll blame myself if it does.”

After his local meeting, Rae will 
travel to Christchurch where Williams 
handles the South Island-based 
runners, and juvenile Porthouse Lady 
is one of several engaged at Riccarton 
over the weekend, as well as jumping 
prospect Leitrim Lad (NZ) (Tavistock) 
(trained by Eamonn Green).

“We just sent Eamonn’s horse 
Leitrim Lad down to Riccarton for some 
open handicap races, then he’ll be 
getting ready for his jumping career. It’s 
good down there too, once the horses 
are there, they don’t have to go far to 
get to the races,” Rae said.

Stable stalwart The Buffer (NZ) 
(Reliable Man) will also feature in the 
Avon City Ford Easter Cup (1600m), 
after he collected an 11th career 
success at Timaru last Thursday.

“I can only take credit on paper for 
his win, but I shouldn’t, he’s Krystal’s 
horse. He’ll be in the open mile there 
on Saturday,” Rae said.

 – LOVERACING.NZ News Desk

Trainer Kenny Rae. (Trish Dunell)

(Continued from page 4)
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PRINCESS ELLY 
POPULAR WINNER AT WANGANUI

Racing Club,” Ivil said. “She races Princess Elly with my son’s 
partner Emma.”

The duo have plenty to look forward to with their mare, 
however, Ivil said the daughter of Sacred Falls will shortly 
head for a spell before returning in the spring with a view to 
competing over further ground.

“She will have a couple of more runs and then she will 
have a break over winter. We will find a (rating) 75 for her 
somewhere and see how we go. She will then get ready for the 
spring,” he said.

“The further the better with her. The Zabeel will kick in with 
time, she is just not quite strong enough yet. She will run a 
mile and a half uphill.

“We will poke our way along and see where we end up. She 
will definitely win races over ground in some form of grade.”

Ivil is also enjoying having his daughter, former Racing.com 
presenter Jayne Ivil, back in New Zealand with her partner Brad 
Taylor and their children Pippa and Luke.

“We have got five of them (grandchildren) now and one 
on the way,” Ivil said. “It will be good that they can grow up 
together and be around each other.”

 – LOVERACING.NZ News Desk

Princess Elly winning at Wanganui on Saturday.  (Race Images Palmerston North)

BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

The Craig Ivil-trained Princess Elly (NZ) (Sacred Falls) was 
a popular figure at Wanganui racecourse last Saturday 
when she rewarded punters when taking out the 

Spooner Toy & Hood Ltd 1600.
The four-year-old mare had been very consistent in 

her previous six outings and was duly backed into $3.50 
favouritism for Saturday’s contest, which she comfortably won 
by a length over Champagne Sunday (NZ) (Vespa).

Ivil shared punters’ optimism and was pleased with his 
mare’s performance.

“She ran well,” he said. “She has really only had a couple 
of bad runs – one was when she had a really hard track at 
Riccarton and the other was when she got interfered with at 
Wanganui last start.

“She has always shown a bit, we have taken our time with 
her and let her develop.”

Bred by Waikato Stud, Princess Elly was purchased by part-
owner Mary Colman for $2,300 out of Bella Vinci Limited’s 2021 
Gavelhouse Plus National Online Yearling Sale draft, and she 
has proven to be a shrewd investment.

“Mary Colman used to be heavily involved in the trotting 
and used to be the President of the Kapiti Coast Harness 
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CHATTAHOOCHEE TO TARGET 
HAWKE’S BAY SPRING CARNIVAL 

his racing manners are getting better every time.
“I have got a lot of confidence going forward that he is 

going to measure up against the better ones.”
Earlier on the Te Rapa card, stablemate Kiwi Man (NZ) 

(Reliable Man) was victorious in the Cambridge Equine Hospital 
2400 under stable apprentice Ngakau Hailey.

“He is an out-and-out stayer. He has been hard to place with 
trying to get the right distances for him,” Sweeney said. 

“I am not too sure what we are going to do with him, 
whether he will have another run or go to the paddock, we will 
just see how he is in the next couple of days.

“We are possibly looking at the Rotorua Cup (Listed, 2200m) 
but more than likely he will go out. He has been in work for 
a long time so probably needs to have a break before we get 
him back towards the end of winter and getting him ready for 
spring time. 

“I would like to see him in a couple of the Cups races next 
year because he can stay all day.”

A day prior, Hailey was also in the saddle when the 
Sweeney-trained Ranger (NZ) (Ghibellines) broke his winning 
drought in the Mount Maunganui RSA 1600.

“It was good to see Ranger back in winning form. I think it 

Kiwi Man (inside) winning at Te Rapa last 
Saturday. (Kenton Wright (Race Images))

BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

Trainer Debbie Sweeney has her sights set on the 
Hawke’s Bay Spring Carnival with her exciting gelding 
Chattahoochee (NZ) (Reliable Man) following his 

pleasing runner-up performance behind Snazzytavi (NZ) 
(Tavistock) in last Saturday’s Gr.3 Easter Handicap (1600m) at Te 
Rapa.

The five-year-old son of Reliable Man was having his first tilt 
at stakes level, having won six of his previous 12 raceday starts.

“It was a really good run, but he was just met by a better 
horse on the day, the other horse (Snazzytavi) was very smart,” 
Sweeney said. “He tried really hard and I am very happy.

“It was a reasonable field, so it was good to see him 
measure up against that class. He is only very lightly tried, he 
has had 13 starts and only been unplaced three times.”

Chattahoochee will now likely have one more run before 
heading for a spell in preparation for what could be a big 
spring.

“He will probably have another run in three weeks at 
Counties, there is an Open 1500m, and then he will probably 
head to the paddock,” Sweeney said.

“I would say we will target the Hawke’s Bay Carnival with 
him. He is still a very green horse and keeps on improving, and 

has been 3.5 years since he last won 
a race,” Sweeney said. 

“We were more than likely going 
to retire him if he didn’t go well on 
Friday, so it was good that he got 
the job done. 

“It was nice that Ngakau rode 
him as well because when Ngakau 
first started riding he rode him a 
fair bit. 

“He tried really hard and 
hopefully he can sneak another one 
in there somewhere.” 

– LOVERACING.NZ News Desk
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FORMER NORTHERN GALLOPERS 
MAKING THEIR MARK IN THE SOUTH

Former northern mare Medina was victorious at Wingatui 
on Sunday. (Kenton Wright (Race Images))

Former northerners Loftys Gift (NZ) (Ghibellines) and 
Medina (NZ) (American Pharoah) are starting to leave their 
mark in the south, with the pair securing a winning double 

for trainer Robert Dennis at Wingatui on Sunday.
Medina was just having her third start for Dennis in the 

Liquorland Mosgiel 65 1400m, having previously been trained 
by his former employer Andrew Forsman in Cambridge.

The American Pharoah mare jumped away well but couldn’t 
find the front and was parked out three-wide for much of the 
race. She finally found the parked position outside Choux 
Macher (NZ) (Jimmy Choux) with 600m to go and showed her 
tenacity down the straight when going head-to-head with her 
rival, and got the bob at the post to win by half a head.

Dennis knew the four-year-old was better than her two 
previous midfield finishes for him and was pleased to see her 
fulfil her potential on Sunday.

“I know this horse well from the Forsman Stable and I know 
that she has got good ability,” he said. “She has had a couple of 
unlucky runs in her first and second starts for me. 

“Donovan (Cooper, jockey) certainly took luck out of the 
equation. It was very tough to sit three-wide on speed and 
fight off what I think is a handy enough horse in Choux Macher.”

Later on the card Dennis secured the double courtesy of 
Loftys Gift in the Otago Daily Times 65 2200m.

Previously trained in Cambridge by Shaune Ritchie and 
Colm Murray, the five-year-old mare has now had three starts 
for Dennis for two wins.

The daughter of Ghibellines was set to race in Christchurch 
last week, but Dennis was pleased he held off and targeted 
Sunday’s Wingatui meeting instead.

“She was entered at Riccarton last week and I thought she 
would go a good race there, but we opted to wait another 
week and it paid dividends,” he said. 

“It was a good effort back in the field and it was a great 
finish from her, which was good to see.”

Dennis has been pleased with what he has seen from Loftys 
Gift in the last couple of months and believes she can quickly 
add to her win tally.

“I haven’t had her for too long, it would be only 10 weeks, 
and we have only given her three starts,” he said. “She won the 
start after backing up two days later, so she seems pretty tough 
and versatile.

“I haven’t mapped out a plan for her yet. She is up in grade 
now and it becomes a little trickier to find the right race. She 

handles a wet track so she should be going through into the 
winter a bit. I think she has a bright future.”

With Southland racing set to go into winter hibernation, 
Ascot Park-based Dennis said travelling to Otago or Canterbury 
proves no concern.

“The last meeting in Southland is the 12th of May so we will 
have to travel up to Otago and Canterbury, but it is par for the 
course,” he said. “I have gone through the calendar and there 
are enough options there to justify racing horses through the 
winter.”

Dennis was also pleased to pick up a runner-up result at the 
meeting with the Waikato Stud-bred and raced Missoni (NZ) 
(Ocean Park) in the Grand Casino Maiden 1600m.

“She is very nice filly by Ocean Park who has come a long 
way this prep,” he said. “She is going out for a spell now and I 
think she will do a good job for us and the Waikato team next 
season.”

Meanwhile, looking ahead to weekend racing, Dennis will 
make the trek north to Riccarton on Saturday with a pair of 
runners, headlined by impressive last start winner Great Time 
(NZ) (Time Test) in the Listed Berkley Stud Champagne Stakes 
(1200m).

“She has ticked along very nicely since her five-length win 
at Riverton. I think she is a very smart horse and all is well with 
her,” Dennis said.

“Sacred Dream will drop back to 1800m from 2600m last 
time. I think she should be very competitive.”

 – LOVERACING.NZ News Desk
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AUSTRALIA BECKONS WEWILLROCK 
AFTER WANGANUI ROMP

do the owners, but there’s some good 
money available in Australia coming up, 
so we’ve got some thinking to do. There 
are a few suitable races coming up in 
Sydney in about three or four weeks’ 
time.”

Wewillrock was a multiple stakes 
placegetter as a three-year-old in the 
Gr.3 Almanzor Trophy (1200m) and Gr.3 
Cambridge Breeders’ Stakes (1200m), 
then headed to Australia around this 
time last year and recorded a second at 
Rosehill, third in the Listed June Stakes 
(1100m) at Randwick and a win in a 
Benchmark 88 handicap at Randwick 
in July.

Unplaced in the Gr.2 Foxbridge Plate 
(1200m) and Listed Lightning Handicap 
(1200m) in the first two appearances 

of his five-year-old season, he showed 
more promising signs with a second in 
the Listed City of Napier Sprint (1200m) 
at Otaki on April 13. At Wanganui two 
weeks later, he was right back on the 
top of his game.

“It’s just great to see a good horse 
like him back to his best,” Zydenbos 
said. “He can sometimes take a while to 
get fit, but when he’s on his game, he’s 
really on.”

Wewillrock carried 60kg on Saturday 
and was ridden by Jonathan Riddell, 
who has now guided him to three wins 
and three placings from eight rides.

“He’s a fair animal and one of my 
favourites,” Riddell said. “He’s a better 
horse than what he was racing against 
today, so it was good to get the result.

“I think Guy might have liked me 
to take a sit today, but he’s a pretty 
competitive horse and I would have 
had to hold him back to do that. I also 
might have ended up stuck behind 
another horse coming back in my face.

“He was travelling well all the way, 
and I was just hoping staying inside was 
the right move. He kicked strongly.” 

– LOVERACING.NZ News Desk.

Wewillrock pulls away to dominate 
Saturday’s Carpet Maintenance & 
Cleaning (1200m) at Wanganui. 
(Peter Rubery (Race Images 
Palmerston North))

Classy sprinter Wewillrock (NZ) 
(El Roca) was a winner and 
black-type placegetter in Sydney 

last winter, and a return to Australia 
is looming large on his horizon after 
an easy win in Saturday’s Carpet 
Maintenance & Cleaning (1200m) at 
Wanganui.

The well-performed El Roca gelding 
was sent out as a $2.60 favourite for 
the sprint feature and lived right up 
to those high expectations, leading 
all the way and kicking away from 
his outclassed opponents down the 
straight to win by three lengths.

“That puts a bit of pressure on now,” 
said Leah Zydenbos, who trains in 
partnership with Guy Lowry. “We love 
supporting New Zealand racing and so 

BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI
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FREEZE FRAME TURNS THE TABLES 
IN SUMI REMATCH

BEN’S DAY BRIGHTENED BY DESERVED
ROTORUA STAKES WIN FOR ILLUMINATI

spotted an opening and launched his 
run. Freeze Frame charged home with 
a push-button sprint, joining Karman 
Line (NZ) (Myboycharlie) and Sumi in 
the final 50m and catching them right 
on the finish line. He beat Karman Line 
by a head, with Sumi another nose 
away in third.

“That swing in the weights made 
a difference today,” Te Akau Racing’s 
racing manager Reece Trumper said. “It 
was a good ride by Warren. He’s a horse 
that you can’t bustle early – he needs 
time to get into his rhythm and get 
breathing. Fortunately he got the gap 
at the right time today and was good 
enough to get through it.”

Freeze Frame was bought for 
$80,000 by David Ellis from the yearling 

draft of Rich Hill Stud at Karaka in 2021. 
The Vadamos gelding has now had 18 
starts for five wins, nine placings and 
$145,910 in stakes.

The four-year-old has a particular 
affinity for 1400m, where his nine 
starts have produced two wins and six 
placings, while his seven appearances 
at Te Rapa have yielded two wins and 
three placings.

“He might not be ideally suited to 
open handicaps just yet, but the way 
he’s placed at the weights in Rating 75 
company meant we had to run him 
in this open race today,” Trumper said. 
“He’s certainly going to continue to get 
better with time, and I think he’ll get up 
over more ground too.” 

– LOVERACING.NZ News Desk.

Two weeks after finishing second 
to Sumi (NZ) (Atlante) at the 
previous Te Rapa meeting, Freeze 

Frame (NZ) (Vadamos) reversed that 
result in Saturday’s rematch with the 
talented Taranaki raider.

The Hutton Contracting (1400m) 
was the second clash this month for the 
pair, who had finished first and second 
over the same course and distance on 
April 14. Sumi beat Freeze Frame by half 
a length that day, with the remainder of 
the field another four lengths away.

Sumi’s weight increased from 
54.5kg to 56kg for Saturday’s rematch, 
with Freeze Frame rising only slightly 
from 54kg to 54.5kg. That swing in the 
weights, combined with a well-timed 
ride from Warren Kennedy and a potent 
finishing burst down the Te Rapa 
straight, propelled Freeze Frame to an 
emphatic win.

Sumi took up a handy position in 
third through the early stages of the 
$40,000 race, keeping a close watch on 
the front-running Fonteyn (NZ) (Swiss 
Ace). Freeze Frame settled much further 
back in eighth, more than half a dozen 
lengths behind the leader.

Freeze Frame was badly blocked 
behind a wall of horses early in the 
home straight, but Kennedy eventually 

Freeze Frame (outside) chases down 
Sumi (centre) and Karman Line to score 

on Saturday at Te Rapa.  (Trish Dunell)
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THOOZA SHINES ON DEBUT AT TE RAPA

ALL THE WAY FOR AZABOY
IN CHAMPIONSHIP STAKES

Kennedy took out the first on the card aboard Wexford 
Stables’ filly Tomodachi (NZ) (Tarzino) and was able to hold out 
the Matamata operation’s charge in the second (Sister Cynane) 
to capture a race-to-race double. 

“It always helps when they’ve got that gate speed as a two-
year-old, everyone wants to be in the first four. She (Thooza) 
jumped out really well, I was able to get ahead of them and 
dictate the pace,” Kennedy said. 

“I saw the favourite loom up at the 300m and she passed 
me with a bit in hand, so it was a testament to this filly’s 
courage to pick herself up off the floor and get the win. She 
really wanted it. 

“When she comes back next term, she’s one to pencil in 
definitely.” 

Sea Goddess (raced as Our Sea Goddess in Australia) won 
three races in New Zealand and Victoria in her nine-start career, 
and Thooza is her second foal, with another filly out of in-form 
sire Almanzor born last September. 

The Oaks Stud offered Thooza for sale at Karaka 2023, and 
she was purchased by Brendan & Jo Lindsay for $155,000, with 
$20,125 returned on that investment at her first start. 

– LOVERACING.NZ News Desk

Thooza digs deep under Warren Kennedy to score on debut in the Cambridge Raceway 
2YO (1200m) on Saturday at Te Rapa. (Trish Dunell)

A pair of regally-bred fillies featured in the 
finish of the Cambridge Raceway 2YO 
(1200m) on Saturday at Te Rapa, with 

Thooza (NZ) (Almanzor) coming out on top on 
debut over Sister Cynane (I Am Invincible). 

Almanzor filly Thooza is out of Sea Goddess 
(NZ) (Darci Brahma), the third foal of two-time 
Horse Of The Year heroine Seachange (NZ) (Cape 
Cross), while Sister Cynane, a daughter of I Am 
Invincible, was a $1.3million yearling purchase 
with the credentials of Group One-winning mare 
Prompt Response (Beneteau) on her pedigree 
page. 

With two recent trial victories under her 
belt, Sister Cynane was an overwhelming $1.70 
favourite in the juvenile contest, with Thooza 
her closest rival at $8.60 after her trial form 
was franked with promising gelding Yaldi (NZ) 
(Ardrossan), who she ran second to, performing at 
stakes level at Flemington on ANZAC day. 

Contending with an outside draw (10), jockey 
Warren Kennedy showed intent early aboard 
Thooza, who carried the prominent colours of owners 
Cambridge Stud, and worked to take up the pacemaking role 
ahead of Sister Cynane, who was sporting the silks of Australian 
force Hermitage Thoroughbreds. 

The favourite cruised up alongside Thooza at the 300m and 
looked likely, but the Tony Pike-trained filly kicked strongly to 
power clear on the inside by ¾ lengths, with a further 2-1/4 
lengths to the Peter and Dawn Williams’ pair of Moneypenny 
(NZ) (Proisir) and Lachie (NZ) (Belardo). 

Cambridge-based Pike was wary of the wide draw on 
debut, as well as the short-priced favourite, but was thrilled to 
see his filly deliver at her first attempt. 

“That was our intention (to go forward) from the wide gate, 
she’s been good out of the gates at the trials and I thought it 
was probably the only way to beat the favourite,” Pike said. 

“It was a good tough win as the favourite came up to beat 
her and she’s drawn away over the last 100m of the race.

“There’s a bit of reputation to live up too (with Seachange), 
but she’s done a great job and certainly improved through all 
of her trials. She can go have a nice little break now and I’m 
sure there will be some nice races for her in the spring. 

“She’s a filly with a future, with a bit more maturity on her 
side.” 
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NZ STALLION AWARDS
THE CENTAINE AWARD

THE GROSVENOR AWARD

THE DEWAR STALLION TROPHY
STALLIONS EARNINGS

SAVABEEL                  $20,798,521

PER INCANTO           $12,529,273

TAVISTOCK                $12,091,050

SWEYNESSE              $7,961,437

PROISIR                      $6,233,083

SWISS ACE                $5,980,081

BULLBARS                 $5,878,505

SACRED FALLS         $5,446,721

OCEAN PARK            $5,244,804

RELIABLE MAN        $4,985,442

STALLIONS EARNINGS

SAVABEEL                  $17,022,041

TAVISTOCK               $9,411,819

BULLBARS                $5,319,727

PROISIR                     $5,245,712

PER INCANTO         $5,008,424

OCEAN PARK           $4,155,613

RELIABLE MAN       $4,051,734

ALMANZOR             $3,780,581

CONTRIBUTER        $3,613,541

SACRED FALLS       $3,478,617

Criteria: Sire whose NZ-conceived progeny have accumulated the 
highest stakes earnings worldwide

Criteria: Sire whose progeny have accumulated the highest 
combined stakes earnings in Australia & New Zealand

STALLIONS EARNINGS

SAVABEEL             $4,656,131

PROISIR                 $2,487,930 

TAVISTOCK           $2,300,895

PER INCANTO      $2,056,520

EL ROCA                $1,935,077

ALMANZOR          $1,927,077

ZACINTO               $1,873,476

IFFRAAJ                 $$1,792,904

BURGUNDY          $1,653,800

CONTRIBUTER     $1,572,620

BEST PERFORMERS EARNINGS

ORCHESTRAL $1,566,375

LEGARTO $717,625

TOWN CRYER $277,850

BELCLARE $561,875

FARAGLIONI $257,855

POSITIVITY $194,785

CROCETTI $735,250

JAARFFI $222,650

MERCURIAL $393,325

CAMPIONESSA $606,375

Criteria: Leading Sires by Earnings in New Zealand
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HORSE & BREEDING BREEDER RACE SALES DETAILS

I CAN (Fly) (NZ) 2019 by Iffraaj (GB) out of 
Khaseeb (AUS) by New Approach (IRE)

Fairdale Stud (2007) 
Ltd; Central; NZ

HKJC Incheon H.  
1650m.

2021 National Yearling Sale - Book 2 V: Fairdale Stud  
$60000 P: Hiwi Lodge / WK Ting

HORSE & BREEDING BREEDER RACE SALES DETAILS

HEALTHY BABY (NZ) 2018 by Sweynesse 
(AUS) out of Raise Your Voice by Bachelor 
Duke (USA)

K D & P J 
Landrigan; 
Central; NZ

Singapore TC 
Mister Yeoh S.  
1400m.

2020 Ready to Run Sale V: Kiltannon 
Stables Ltd  $20000 P: DJ Miller

HURRICANE (NZ) 2018 by Shamexpress out 
of Severa by Montjeu (IRE)

Windsor Park Stud 
Ltd; Waikato; NZ

Singapore TC 
Spanish Bay S.  
1200m.

2020 Ready to Run Sale V: Kiltannon 
Stables Ltd  $11000 P: DG Limmer

HORSE & BREEDING BREEDER RACE SALES DETAILS

MAGIC THE ZHU (MLY) The Landing (NZ) 
2018 by Tivaci (AUS) out of Syrah by 
Traditionally (USA)

Trelawney 
Thoroughbreds 
Ltd; Waikato; NZ

Perak TC Class 
4A H. 1100

2020 National Yearling Sale – Book 1 V: 
Trelawney Stud $300000 P: Pike Racing
2022 Gavelhouse December Sale V: Pike 
Racing Ltd $20000 P: Chin Ooi

CIRCUIT STAR (NZ) 2016 by Showcasing 
(GB) out of Miss Percy by Sir Percy (GB)

Mrs R M Laffey & J 
N Wallace; NZ

Perak TC Class 
5B H. 1600

2018 National Yearling Sale V: Ardsley Stud 
$50000 P: D & H Bloodstock

SEMANTAN PRINCE (MLY) Operation Cain 
(NZ) 2015 by Nadeem (AUS) out of Little 
Singa by Danasinga (AUS)

S Kai Koo Goh, G 
W Martin & G R 
Vile; NZ

Perak TC Class 
4A H. 1600

FAST AND SUPER (NZ) 2017 by Sweynesse 
(AUS) out of Fastnfree by Shinko King (IRE)

Explosive 
Breeding Ltd; 
Central; NZ

Perak TC Class 
5A H. 1400

2019 National Yearling Sale – Book 2 V: 
Novara Park $15000 P: Warrior Stables

TRIPLE ONE STAR (MLY) Cut To The Chase 
(NZ) 2013 by Darci Brahma out of In 
Essence (AUS) by Fusaichi Pegasus (USA)

Mrs K J & M H 
Dalgleish; NZ

Perak TC Class 
5B H. 1400

MASTER BABY (NZ) 2018 by Wrote (IRE) out 
of Mango Daiquiri by Cape Cross (IRE)

Clay Hero Pty Ltd; 
NZ

Perak TC Class 
4A H. 1200

2020 Ready To Run Sale V: Castle Hill Farm 
$40000 P: HY Cheng Selagor Turf Club

HONG KONG (24 APRIL)

SINGAPORE  (27 APRIL)

MALAYSIA (27 APRIL)

NEW ZEALAND BRED WINNERS
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HORSE & BREEDING BREEDER RACE SALES DETAILS

LEGION OF MERIT (NZ) 2016 by Alamosa 
out of Fantastic Honour by Any Suggestion 
(AUS)

P G Gillespie; 
Central; NZ

HKJC FWD 
Insurance 
Act Private H.  
2000m.

2018 National Yearling Sale - Book 1 
V: Wellfield Lodge  $125000 P: Mitch 
Freedman Racing

TOP GUN (HK) Pushy (NZ) 2020 by Time 
Test (GB) out of Angel Child (AUS) by 
Anabaa (USA)

Mrs S Hole; 
Canterbury; NZ

HKJC FWD 
Insurance NCB 
H.  1400m.

2022 National Yearling Sale - Book 1 
V: Wentwood Grange  $60000 P: Mick 
Wallace

HORSE & BREEDING BREEDER RACE SALES DETAILS

ANTIPODEAN (NZ) 2020 by Derryn (AUS) 
out of Pakapunch by Per Incanto (USA)

Grangewilliam 
Stud Ltd; Central; 
NZ

Selangor TC 
Class 3 H. 1275

2022 Ready To Run Sale V: Regal Farm 
$23000 P: Mr S Dunderdale

SOMAR (NZ) 2016 by El Roca (AUS) out of Sun 
Chariot (AUS) by Desert King (IRE)

G Harvey; 
Auckland; NZ

Selangor TC 
Class 4B H. 1020

2018 Ready To Run Sale V: Westbury Stud 
$25000 P: Alrashid Group

BOSSKU (MLY) Smash (NZ) 2015 by 
Guillotine out of Psalms by Golan (IRE)

Alchemy Family 
Trust & Windsor 
Park Stud Ltd; 
Waikato; NZ

Selangor TC 
Class 5B H. 1150

2017 Gavelhouse June Sale V: Windsor 
Park Stud Ltd $3100 P: Mr M Gandhi

HONG KONG (28 APRIL)

MALAYSIA (28 APRIL)

NEW ZEALAND BRED WINNERS

FORM GUIDES
Download your printable 

copy of the TAB form guides 
for upcoming meetings in 

New Zealand here.

Wednesday – Ruakaka

It’s the last show of the season and 
the team have an all-encompassing 
discussion with Bruce Sharrock, plus 
Paul O’Sullivan phones in to talk about 
his late father, Dave.

CLICK TO PLAY

https://static.tab.co.nz/content/pdf_form/2024_05_01_Raci_M2_Mini_A4_colour.pdf#view=FitH,Top
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B1pfFh79qDY
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Ace High : O’Ziggy (NZ) (Zigwig by Zacinto)  2020;
25 Apr 2024, 1st Bathurst TC Kennards Hire P. 1800m
Sold by Inglewood Stud at National Yearling Sale for $130000

Ace High : Aces Up (NZ) (Tin Goose by Pentire)  2020;
27 Apr 2024, 1st GCTC Silks Under the Stars Maiden P. 1900m

Almanzor : Ahuriri (NZ) (Mackenzie Kate by Darci 
Brahma)  2020;
25 Apr 2024, 1st VRC St Leger L 2800m
Sold by Blandford Lodge at National Yearling Sale for $210000

Almanzor : Manzor Magic (NZ) (Sunset Magic by Zabeel)  
2020;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Pinjarra RC Medic Aid Maiden P. 2000m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Weanling Sale for $30000

Castledale : William (NZ) (Best French by Air de France)  
2018;
22 Apr 2024, 1st Queanbeyan RC Joe Cleary Racing Maiden 
H. 1200m

El Roca : Perfumist (NZ) (Tapputi by Swiss Ace)  2021;
25 Apr 2024, 1st Bathurst TC Gold Nugget 2YO H. 1100m
Sold by Westbury Stud at Ready to Run Sale for $190000

Embellish : Bold Soul (NZ) (Twin Soul by Singspiel)  2020;
27 Apr 2024, 1st SAJC Chairman’s S. Gr.3 2000m
Sold by Te Keeti Bloodstock Ltd at National Yearling Sale for 
$20000

Mongolian Khan : Zambezi Khan (NZ) (Zafiki by Makfi)  
2020;
22 Apr 2024, 1st Mildura RC Blagus Electrical H. 1900m

Mongolian Khan : Sharma Princess (NZ) (Shamardal 
Luck by Shamardal)  2019;
20 Apr 2024, 1st SAJC PFD Food Services H. 2250m

Ocean Park : Drunken Sailor (NZ) (Lady Royale by 
Captain Rio)  2020;
25 Apr 2024, 1st Bathurst TC Pearce’s Furniture Maiden H. 
1400m
Sold by Hallmark Stud at National Yearling Sale for $220000

Per Incanto : Gringotts (NZ) (Miss Bluebell by Savabeel)  
2019;
26 Apr 2024, 1st Tamworth JC Tamworth Cup 1400m
Sold by Archer Park at National Yearling Sale for $100000

Per Incanto : Mighty Feat (NZ) (On Yer Feet by Snitzel)  
2016;
25 Apr 2024, 1st Deniliquin RC BLT Fabrication H. 1200m

Proisir : Tapildoodledo (NZ) (Mrs Tappy by One Cool Cat)  2019;
27 Apr 2024, 1st BRC Mount Franklin H. 2400m

Proisir : Destiny’s Delight (NZ) (It’s My Destiny by Magic 
Ring)  2018;
20 Apr 2024, 1st Illawarra TC Dapto-Port Kembla RSL H. 1500m

Puccini : Any Luck (NZ) (Luckzat by Lucky Unicorn)  2019;
24 Apr 2024, 1st Mount Gambier RC Frank Dean Legend H. 
1555m

Rageese : Badgers Nuts (NZ) (Crystalline by Zabeel)  
2018;
25 Apr 2024, 1st GCTC Diggers Cup 1400m
Sold by Pencarrow Stud at National Yearling Sale for $130000

Redwood : Ruakaka Raider (NZ) (Irene Alice by Duelled)  
2020;
24 Apr 2024, 1st Geelong RC United Basketball Maiden P. 
1715m

Ardrossan : Sky Heart (NZ) (Luroel by Per Incanto)  2020;
20 Apr 2024, 1st HKJC Sustainability H. 1400m
Sold by Little Avondale Stud at National Yearling Sale for 
$100000

Iffraaj : I Can (Fly) (NZ) (Khaseeb by New Approach)  
2019;
24 Apr 2024, 1st HKJC Incheon H. 1650m
Sold by Fairdale Stud at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Proisir : Sunny da Best (NZ) (Artemis by Thorn Park)  
2020;
20 Apr 2024, 1st HKJC JC Project Lift H. 1400m
Sold by Te Runga Stud Ltd at National Yearling Sale for $160000
Sweynesse : Explosively - Solid Impact (H.K.) (NZ) (Ultra 
Explosive by Darci Brahma)  2017;
20 Apr 2024, 1st HKJC Nurturing Talent H. 1200m

All Too Hard : Hardcore (NZ) (Lychee by More Than 
Ready)  2015;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Selangor TC Class 4 H. 1275m
Sold by Westbury Stud at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Dalghar : Merry Bell (NZ) (Vesuvius by Thewayyouare)  
2017;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Penang TC Class 5 H. 1400m
Sold by Woburn Farm at Ready to Run Sale for $20000

Per Incanto : Wecando (NZ) (Magic Daze by Grosvenor)  
2014;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Selangor TC Class 3 H. 1020m
Sold by Kilgravin Lodge at Ready to Run Sale for $40000

Sacred Falls : Penang Man (NZ) (Sharbeela by Savabeel)  
2017;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Penang TC Class 5 H. 1200m
Sold by Ohukia Lodge Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $17500

Shamexpress : Iron Samurai (NZ) (Positive Dream by 
Encosta de Lago)  2019;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Selangor TC Class 5 H. 1020m
Sold by Woburn Farm at South Island Sale  for $34000

Shamexpress : Hurricane (NZ) (Severa by Montjeu)  
2018;
27 Apr 2024, 1st Singapore TC Spanish Bay S. 1200m
Sold by Kiltannon Stables Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $11000

Sweynesse : Healthy Baby (NZ) (Raise Your Voice by 
Bachelor Duke)  2018;
27 Apr 2024, 1st Singapore TC Mister Yeoh S. 1400m
Sold by Kiltannon Stables Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $20000

Swiss Ace : Sabah Ace (NZ) (Show Exhibit by Danehill)  
2019;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Singapore TC Born to Fly H. 1600m
Sold by Westbury Stud at Ready to Run Sale for $50000

Reliable Man : Grey Ice (NZ) (Haliburton by Encosta de 
Lago)  2020;
25 Apr 2024, 1st SCTC Higgins Coatings H. 1400m
Sold by Westbury Stud at Ready to Run Sale for $130000

Reliable Man : Colleagues (NZ) (Avisto by Tavistock)  
2018;
25 Apr 2024, 1st SCTC Wimmers Premium Soft Drinks H. 1400m
Sold by Curraghmore at National Yearling Sale for $260000

Reliable Man : Dodgy One (NZ) (Bak da Princess by 
Danske)  2018;
26 Apr 2024, 1st Cranbourne TC Charlotte & Willow Take 
Southside H. 2520m

Rock ‘n’ Pop : My Oddette (NZ) (Swan Lake by Green 
Perfume)  2017;
20 Apr 2024, 1st Warren DJC Rock & Sand H. 1200m

Savabeel : Waikato Girl (NZ) (Scintillula by Galileo)  
2020;
27 Apr 2024, 1st BRC Princess S. L 1600m
Sold by Pencarrow Stud at National Yearling Sale for $600000

Savabeel : Jedibeel (NZ) (Starry by O’Reilly)  2019;
25 Apr 2024, 1st ATC Australian Imperial Force H. 1000m
Sold by Waikato Stud Ltd at National Weanling Sale for $35000

Shamexpress : Tsunami Sam (NZ) (Row of Diamonds by 
Savabeel)  2018;
21 Apr 2024, 1st TRC Kevin Sharkie H. 1200m
Sold by Milan Park at National Yearling Sale for $12000

Shocking : Samuel Langhorne (NZ) (Nosecondprize by 
Pentire)  2019;
25 Apr 2024, 1st VRC William Newton VC H. 2500m

So You Think : Victory Bay (NZ) (Clevedon Bay by 
Redoute’s Choice)  2018;
20 Apr 2024, 1st Barcoo ARC Nutrien Western P. 1400m

Tarzino : Tarvue (NZ) (Vamoose by Admire Moon)  2020;
23 Apr 2024, 1st Sale TC Benson Group Contractors Maiden 
P. 1717m

Tavistock : Contrition (NZ) (Repenting by Ekraar)  2016;
24 Apr 2024, 1st Ipswich TC Great Northern H. 2180m
Sold by Cambridge Stud at National Yearling Sale for $35000

Tavistock : Tavieslass (NZ) (Simmonstar by Stravinsky)  
2018;
25 Apr 2024, 1st GCTC Light Horse Brigade P. 2450m
Sold by Kiltannon Stables Ltd at National Yearling Sale for 
$24000

Tavistock : Episodic (NZ) (Pikea by Anabaa)  2019;
20 Apr 2024, 1st SAJC Petaluma H. 1250m
Sold by Inglewood Stud at National Yearling Sale for $140000

Tavistock : Pretty Tavi (NZ) (Kallisan by Stratum)  2019;
21 Apr 2024, 1st Bendigo JC Drake International H. 1100m

Tavistock : Tavisteel (NZ) (Yulong April by Zabeel)  2018;
27 Apr 2024, 1st Mareeba TC Consider it Done H. 1500m

Telperion : Miss Ava (NZ) (Dancesteps by Danehill)  2019;
24 Apr 2024, 1st Pinjarra RC Murray Veterinary Services H. 
1400m

Time Test : Kairos Louie (NZ) (Lucy Liu by Thorn Park)  
2020;
25 Apr 2024, 1st GCTC Beaudesert Raceday May Maiden P. 
2450m
Sold by KB Bloodstock at Ready to Run Sale for $26000

Tivaci : Jonny da Wolf (NZ) (Fancy Dress by Savabeel)  
2020;
24 Apr 2024, 1st Ipswich TC TAB Maiden H. 1350m
Sold by Ohukia Lodge Ltd at Ready to Run Sale for $120000

Tivaci : Hoops (NZ) (Caramel Sundae by Savabeel)  2019;
20 Apr 2024, 1st SAJC Winning Edge Presentations H. 1950m

Tivaci : Go Atti Go (NZ) (Bateleur by Gone West)  2020;
22 Apr 2024, 1st Mildura RC Audisound Maiden P. 1400m
Sold by Wentwood Grange at National Yearling Sale for $75000

Tivaci : Colonel Hathi (NZ) (She’s Thoreal by Thorn Park)  
2020;
27 Apr 2024, 1st Kyneton & Hanging Rock RC Eva Wilcox 
Maiden P. 1881m
Sold by Prima Park at National Yearling Sale for $60000

Turn Me Loose : Disturbia (NZ) (New Age Rocka by 
Fastnet Rock)  2019;
20 Apr 2024, 1st MRC (Mornington) Evergreen Turf H. 1600m

Turn Me Loose : Mooloolaba (NZ) (Viticulture by Rip Van 
Winkle)  2019;
23 Apr 2024, 1st Townsville TC Carnival Tickets Sale H. 1609m
Sold by Cambria Park at National Yearling Sale for $7000

Turn Me Loose : Desarmer (NZ) (Lakers Bay by Magic 
Albert)  2018;
25 Apr 2024, 1st Darwin TC Two-Up H. 1300m
Sold by Inglewood Stud at National Yearling Sale for $27000

U S Navy Flag : Night People (NZ) (Just Nini by Pins)  
2020;
26 Apr 2024, 1st Cranbourne TC Melbourne Civil Group Maiden 
P. 1400m

Vadamos : Lately (NZ) (Pennies in Heaven by Pompeii 
Court)  2018;
20 Apr 2024, 1st BRC Green Thumbs H. 1805m
Sold by Rich Hill Stud at National Yearling Sale for $130000

Vanbrugh : Elle McFearsome (NZ) (Sorestan by 
Volksraad)  2019;
20 Apr 2024, 1st Horsham DRC Pete’s Shout Maiden P. 1400m

Vanbrugh : Vanbrugh Castle (NZ) (Frivolous by Black 
Minnaloushe)  2019;
27 Apr 2024, 1st Kyneton & Hanging Rock RC Suzie Wise H. 
1881m

Zed : Affluential (NZ) (Opulence by Danroad)  2018;
26 Apr 2024, 1st Cranbourne TC Chris Newman Electrics Maiden 
P. 2520m
Sold by Grangewilliam Stud at National Yearling Sale for 
$140000

Zoustar : Climbing Star (NZ) (Bryony by Fastnet Rock)  
2019;
27 Apr 2024, 1st SAJC Robert Sangster S. Gr.1 1200m

AUSTRALIA

MALAYSIA

SINGAPORE

GLOBAL NEW ZEALAND BRED WINNERS
2024-04-20 / 2024-04-27

HONG KONG
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