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Where the sidewalk ends

by J. McConnell & A. Zwissler

No improvements to life-threatening sidewalk

“Nobody drives 60 here,” said Elgin
Marko standing in her driveway, 20m
away from a Maximum 60 sign.

In October last year, she had a close
call trying to pull into the driveway.

She was in her Mazda 3, when she saw
a truck and trailer barreling toward her.

“They were on my tail in no time.” El-
gin’s tone is measured, her eyes hidden
by gold-rimmed sunglasses. She had to
swerve into the next lane to get out of
the way. Her small car "does not have
the power to outrun anything bigger.”

“I almost got completely, unrecogniz-
ably crushed in front of my house, and
my teenager would’ve walked out and
seen that. Not good.”

Despite frequent driveway close calls,
Elgin and her family might actually be
safer in a car than they would be taking

the bus.

Avyear after Grand Parade first spoke
to Elgin and her daughter Maddie
Marko, about the most dangerous bus
stop in Halifax, nothing has changed.
The road leading from her house to the
nearest bus stop has no sidewalk.

Trees poke into what little space there
is to shuffle down to the stop.

What little sidewalk there is, is still
not cleared in the winter, but the road is
being cleared, filling the small shoulder
with snow.

Maddie is 24, and graduating college
this year. She takes the bus at least
five days a week, and has to walk the
dangerous stretch twice on those days.
She says her siblings use the bus about
half as often.

With three siblings, that adds up

to about 8,030 annual walks of this
stretch, risking injury or worse.

Elgin tries to prevent her youngest
son from taking the bus to due the
danger of getting to the bus stop.

She drives him around as much as
she can, even though he’s 17 and would
rather have some independence take the
bus. As the only driver in the household,
Elgin is the one who takes her kids to
important appointments. She said she
drives 80-100km a day; other than her
mortgage, her vehicle is her most costly
expense.

Elgin reached out to her councillor
District 4’s Trish Purdy in January
2025, and said she invited Purdy to
walk up the road together so Purdy
could see why the sidewalk/snowclear-
ing issue couldn’t wait another season to
be solved.

Purdy didn’t take her up on the offer.

Awhole year came and went with no
improvements.

“I gather she has desire to do some-
thing but zero skills and competence,”
said Elgin. She added that she doesn’t
understand why councillors don’t need
any training. “When you work at Tim
Hortons you need training, why not for
government?”

Councillors get a crash course on
municipal governement after winning
the election. Purdy, on her second term,
has done this training twice.

Purdy was unavailable for comment
before Grand Parade’s deadline.

In an email to Grand Parade, city
comms staff wrote that there’s a concep-
tual plan for an upgrade of Main Street
“intended to complete the missing
sidewalk connection to the transit stop.”
The Main Street upgrade is still in its
planning stages and has no construction
dates. Staff said this project would build
off the Ross Road realignment project,
which will cost $3.8 million this year.
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The Ross Road realignment is meant
to improve pedestrian infrastructure
at its intersection with Main Street on
the Markos’ block. Construction on
Ross Road is expected to go from late
2026 to 2028. According to HRM’s
2026/2027 capital budget the “project
responds to safety and operational
issues at the intersection.”

Elgin’s property taxes include an
annual transit access fee of about $300.
This is $300 she pays to have a bus stop
that’s only accessible by walking in a car
lane of the 107 highway.

In the fall, Elgin Marko saw a
three-vehicle crash near her home, saw
people being taken away in an ambu-
lance. After that, there was speed polic-
ing for a while. Speed policing “always
helps,” Elgin said. “It cuts down the ones
that want to go 100, and 120, and takes
them down to 80.” With an adventur-
ous edge to her voice, Elgin suggested
making it a 30 zone, because then those
going 80 would be at the stunting limit,
and 80 would be “sort of ” manage-
able—“if there weren’t humans walking
in the traffic lane.”

Maddie seemed hesitant to say wheth-
er things would ever get better, describ-
ing the situation as an “uphill battle.”

“I don’t think it’s particularly accept-
able to allow some houses to just not
have access to public transit without”
Maddie paused, choosing her words
carefully. “Without going through less
than safe conditions.” Her mother has
thought of trimming the brush along
the road herself, but Maddie is worried
about legal ramifications since it’s not
their land. Maddie’s considered making
a petition to try and spur some action,
but she doesn’t know if it would work.

Her mother is even less optimistic
about things improving, “We are acquir-
ing a larger wardrobe of hunter orange

wear.”
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Kids may get
agency in
city planning

Halifax has a problem with its
transportation plans, or staff, or both.
And this problem get thrown into
sharp relief anytime council asks staft’
to plan for anything other than car first

transportation.

At last Thursday’s Transportation
Standing Committee meeting it was due
to District 9 councillor Shawn Cleary
brought forward a staft report about
including young people in transporta-
tion planning.

Cleary first asked for this report
almost a year ago, after a presentation
from the organizers of Kidical Mass
Halifax (which is part of an internation-
al movement advocating for child-and-
cycling-friendly cities).

The theory goes that since Halifax is
creating an All Ages and Abilities bike
network, the city should get feedback
from people of all ages to see if the

city’s bike network meets its baseline

accessibility targets of “all ages” and “all
abilities.”

The bad news is that Halifax passed
an Integrated Mobility Plan (IMP) al-
most a decade ago, which, in theory, has
already instructed staff to include the
needs of the city’s young non-drivers
into their transportation planning.

This type of high-level integration of
mobility planning has not happened in
spite of the IMP passing almost a de-
cade ago, which has further perpetuated
the inequities of our transportation sys-
tem. Specifically, the delay makes it so
people too young to qualify for a drivers
license are more dependent and less safe

when they travel, instead subsidizing car
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travel. So council included “equity” as a
planning pillar in the new IMP update.

In theory, a city that has an Integrated
Mobility Plan with a focus on equity
would automatically plan for and seek
feedback from young non-car transpor-
tation network users.

In practice, councillor Shawn Cleary
instructed staft to come up with ways
to include youth feedback in trans-
portation planning, depending on the
available budget.

Nothing says equitable transportation
planning like cutting youth input due
to budget shortfalls caused by driving

subsidies.

Transit staff
hide poor
performance
in Q3 KPI
report

by M. Stickland

In the year 2018 Halifax Transit was
in dire need of improvement, so the city
passed the Rapid Transit Strategy which
aimed to speed up and make bus transit
in Halifax more reliable. In the eight
years since council approved the Rapid
Transit Strategy busses in Halifax have
only gotten slower and less reliable. But
it’s very hard to tell that transit is slow-
ing down and becoming worse because
Halifax Transit tracks it’s own perfor-
mance and simply removes metrics that
make them look bad.

Take for example the ferry stats in
Halifax Transit’s third quarter key per-
formance indicators as presented to the
Transportation Standing Committee
last Thursday.

Halifax’s ferry service never competes
with car congestion, always has a spot to
dock, and long windows to dock, unload
passengers, load up again and steam
back across the harbour. As a result Hal-
ifax Transit staff report that the ferry
has a 100% on-time performance.

However, due to needed repairs the

ferries sometimes had to be pulled from
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service and didn’t make their scheduled
trip across the harbour. Now, if you
were publicly educated in Canada you
may remember your time in school
when if you didn’t do an assignment,
you got a big fat zero and not handing
in your assignment counted against
your grade when it came to report cards.

If Halifax Transit staff were held to
the same performance standards as
highschool students doing homework,
then the ferries only had a 98.8% on
time performance. In the next quarter,
with a few ferries out for maintenance
for as long as a year, the ferry’s on-time
performance is likely to bottom out at
being on time about 75% of the time.

One of the other ways transit staft’
hide their failures is by moving on-time
standards to reflect how much busses
get caught in congestion.

To be fair, if a bus schedule for 8:30
consistently shows up at 8:40, it’s
better to change the posted time than
to knowingly ask transit riders to waste
10 minutes of their one and only life
on this earth waiting for a bus the city
knows is going to be 10 minutes late.

But when reporting on-time perfor-
mance to council, staff detail how reli-
ably that 8:30 bus arrived 10 minutes
late. If the 8:30 bus had its schedule
rewritten to bake in congestion delays
and now reliably arrives between 8:37
and 8:41 then staft report to council
that the 8:30 bus is on time.

Like ferries, if a bus is cancelled, that
doesn’t count against on-time perfor-

mance.
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Across

1 Thinly-layered minerals

6 Beat bigtime

10 Boot ___ ( army training
site)

14 Harden with use

15 Italian bread?

16 Leave off

17 "Hair” and “Hairspray”?

19 Leonardo’s Lisa

20 Will-___-wisp (spooky
glow)

21 Jost's Weekend Update
cohost on “SNL"

22 Totally toast

24 "The bright red mud”
prov., of song

25 Huff and puff?

28 Guesstimator’s word

30 Polonius’s son

31"Death Be Not Proud”
poet

32___-sci

34 "___ that!” (“Caught yal”)

35 Rice and potatoes?

38 Word in all Perry Mason
titles

41 Vintner's vessels

42 Neither Doric nor
Corinthian

46 Third of a yard

48 Bad boy of weather

49 Wind and solar?

52 Canadian actors Cook
and Buckley

53 You'd be smart to join
this club

54 T, to Theseus

55 They mean “I" to Freud

56 Org. with a sobering
message

57 Snatch and grab?

60 Pivot around a pole

61 Hockey's Bobby and
Colton (no relation)

62 Editor’'s “insert here”
symbol

63TV's"___Blue”

64 On its way

65 Mirror, in Manchester

2 3 4

Down

1 Spot to jot a thought

2 Not yet born

3 Make less jarring

4 "I Am Not My Hair” singer
IndiaNotes:

5 Jiff

6 Home of Indira Gandhi
Airport

7 Less polite

8 Montevideo ctry.

9 Vancouver's Word on the
Street,

for one

10 Measure of one against
another

11 Adds up (to)

12 Headache-relieving hot
brew

13 "Harper Valley ___"

18 Mil. school

23 Hulking galoot

25 Tire on une voiture

26 Spanish saucepans

27 NNE opposite

29 With “longest,” word
often used to describe
the Canada/U.S. border

lassiCanadian Crosswords

32 Ancient thinker who
dabbled in wrestling

33 Mo. shared by Libras and
Scorpios

36 Green fruits for
guacamole

37 Bitter hatred

38 "Bear” in C.B. lingo

39 Outlier

40 Clinched, as a deal

43 Falls for a newly-married
man?

44 "You had to be there”
humour

45 Fusses over, as a baby

47 People can be found
under here?

48 Twelfth Jewish month

50 Motorist's one-eighty

51"Blue Ribbon” brewer

55 Brief catch-all

56 '90s ISP with a butterfly
logo

58 Underground product

59 Heart test: Abbr.

Notes:

: How to Stop Playing Someone Else’s Game, by C. Thi Nguyen.




