Zybach Summary Notes from the April 9, 2024 State Land Board meeting

The April 9 State Land Board meeting was disappointing. The single issue presented in which the public could comment was: “Whether the State Land Board should adopt the oversight structure Appendix A for the State Land Board and Department’s [of State Lands] administration of the Elliott State Research Forest."

There were 23 written testimonies asking the Governor, Secretary of State, and State Treasurer to postpone a decision on the Appendix A timeline until the next meeting and the public and elected officials had time to review it. The responses included the Oregon State Grange, three 501 c(3) nonprofits, 13 Oregon businesses and residents, State Senator Dick Anderson, and State Representatives Court Boice, Ed Diehl, Emily McIntire, Bobby Levy, and Shelly Boshart Davis. Boice, Diehl, and I also appeared and testified in person.

It quickly became obvious that the public testimonies were a sham and nearly complete waste of time. It appeared that our efforts were nothing more than public theatre required to meet a legal checkbox. Our efforts were politely tolerated, completely ignored, and the Land Board asked no questions, had no meaningful discussion, gave no indication that they had read the documents or seriously considered the spoken testimony, and quickly and unanimously voted 3-0 to accept Appendix A without further consideration. There was not a single public voice in favor of accepting Appendix A without public review, but a decision had obviously been made in advance.

Here is the Land Board Agenda, Minutes from the previous February 13 meeting, and current DSL public submissions regarding the Elliott: http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Politics/OSLB/Meetings/20240409/Agenda-0213_Minutes-Elliott.pdf

Here are the 23 written public testimonies asking for a delay in adopting Appendix A: http://www.orww.org/Elliott_Forest/Politics/OSLB/Meetings/20240409/Public_Testimony.pdf

Note: I have attached a slightly annotated “Appendix A” and brief discussion (below), but the left and right margins were cropped as publicly presented by Department of State Land (DSL) Director Vicki Walker to the Land Board. Key dates have been cropped as one curious result, but the basic strategy and timeline remain intact.

The following graphic is an annotated version of  DSL’s Appendix A. The cropped column on the left shows “and Budget,” the never-ending HCP is shown as “rvation Plan,” and the dark blue row labeled “oard” is the proposed schedule for the State Land Board's public meetings. The cropped column on the right has a missing date for the completed hiring of the “ESRF base staff” and the missing date at the bottom is when Appendix A had last been revised.

The March/April column — which is supposedly just now being completed, shows the $4 million being accepted from DSL’s previous, non-public proposal, a determination of existing carbon credit proposals, public input being accepted through April on the Draft Forest Plan, some resolution to Shutter Creek that was originally supposed to get the $4 million for renovations on behalf of OSU, and the requested action to adopt Appendix A described as “ESRF POP for 2025-27.” Whatever that means -- it sounds like a plan for three more years of taxpayer-funded boondoggle at this juncture.

The May/June column completes spending of the $4 million, hiring of a “base staff,” advancing the sketchy carbon credit job-killer, approving the five-year multi-million dollar Forest Management Plan, and completing the 30-year HCP. All paid for by taxpayers and the Common School Fund. 

