
$TWLO: Buying an AI-Powered Data Platform at a Utility's

Valuation

1. Executive Summary

We  recommend  initiating  a  LONG position  in  Twilio  Inc.  (TWLO)  with  high  conviction.  The  market  is

fundamentally mispricing Twilio, valuing it as a low-margin, commoditized communications utility while ignoring

the verifiable transformation into a high-margin, AI-native data platform. This consensus view is anchored in a

history of flawed execution that is no longer relevant under new leadership and a revamped go-to-market strategy.

Our analysis indicates that the current share price of  $128.30 already bakes in a pessimistic scenario where the

legacy business stagnates, offering a deeply asymmetric risk/reward profile.

The central force driving our thesis is the market's failure to properly value Twilio's Data & Applications segment,

powered by the Segment Customer Data Platform (CDP). This segment is the company's undisputed growth engine,

with a financial profile comparable to elite software peers. As this high-margin revenue stream becomes a larger

portion of  the whole,  it  will  force a re-rating of  the entire company's valuation multiple.  We have identified a

pattern of leading, behavioral indicators—from the operational build-out of a strategic channel partnership with

Slalom to a cultural overhaul of the sales force incentivizing large enterprise deals—that prove this go-to-market

pivot is not just a plan, but an ongoing reality.

Our variant perception is that while the market waits for lagging financial proof of this transformation, the inputs

for  future  success  are  already  in  place.  The  consensus  price  target  of  $145.77 implies  a  future  where  Twilio

captures just ~3.5% of its total addressable market with structurally depressed margins. Our model, grounded in

the proven success of this new enterprise-focused strategy, projects a more realistic 5% market share capture and a

margin profile consistent with a premier software business. This delta between the market's lagging model and our

forward-looking analysis is worth over $100 per share. We project a fair value of $240, representing an 87% upside

from the current price. We are buying the pattern before it becomes the print.

TL;DR:

Recommendation + conviction level: BUY with high conviction.

Key thesis driver: The market is valuing Twilio as a commoditized utility, creating a mispricing opportunity
as its high-margin, AI-powered Data & Applications segment becomes the primary driver of profit and forces a
re-rating.

Primary risk or kill condition: The primary risk is a failure of the enterprise go-to-market execution. We
would exit the position if the count of customers with >$100k in annualized contract value (ACV) grows below
10% for two consecutive quarters.

Valuation vs. current price: Our base case fair value is $240, representing 87% upside from the current
price of $128.30. The current price reflects a bear-case scenario where the legacy business enters secular decline,
providing a significant margin of safety.

2. Business Quality Assessment

Twilio operates a customer engagement platform that is best understood as two distinct but converging businesses:

Twilio Communications: The foundational, API-driven business for programmable voice, messaging, and
email. This segment is the historical core of the company, known for its developer-first approach and massive
scale. It functions as a utility-like infrastructure layer, generating stable, though lower-margin, cash flow. The
vast data exhaust from this business is a critical and proprietary input for the company's AI strategy.

Twilio Data & Applications (Segment): A market-leading Customer Data Platform (CDP) acquired for $3.2
billion in 2020. Segment unifies customer data from myriad sources into a single, actionable view. This is a
recurring-revenue, high-gross-margin software business and the undisputed engine of Twilio's future growth
and profitability. It is on this data foundation that Twilio is building its "CustomerAI" capabilities.
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The overarching strategy is to create a virtuous cycle: the Communications business generates vast amounts of first-

party customer interaction data, which feeds the Segment CDP. Segment then cleans, unifies, and enriches this data

to create intelligent customer profiles. These profiles power the CustomerAI tools, which in turn enable hyper-

personalized  and predictive  engagement  delivered  back  through the  Communications  channels.  This  creates  a

powerful feedback loop, driving more usage, generating more data, and deepening the platform's competitive moat.

Competitive Positioning: The "Switzerland of Data" Moat

Twilio's most durable competitive advantage lies in its position as a neutral, best-of-breed platform in an era of

walled-garden ecosystems. The market's primary concern, and a key pillar of the bear case, is the competitive threat

from hyperscalers (AWS, Microsoft, Google) and application suite vendors (Salesforce, Adobe). While these players

offer bundled communications and data solutions, they come with a critical strategic cost for their customers: lock-

in.

Enterprises are increasingly wary of building their core customer intelligence on platforms owned by companies

that may be direct competitors. As CEO Khozema Shipchandler articulated at a Morgan Stanley conference:

"The magic of Twilio, and I think what's been underappreciated for some period of time, is really the

combination of the communication assets that we have, together with the data assets that we have... When

you can marry those two things together, especially in a world where AI is becoming more and more

prominent, that's really where you can create a tremendous amount of value for customers."

This  strategic  neutrality  is  a  proven  winning  strategy  in  adjacent  software  markets.  Snowflake  successfully

competed against AWS Redshift and Azure Synapse by offering a neutral data warehouse. Okta built an identity

empire against Microsoft's integrated offerings. We believe Segment is poised to do the same for customer data. For

a growing number of enterprises, particularly in retail, finance, and media, the ability to control their own customer

data without ceding it to a potential competitor is not a feature; it is a non-negotiable architectural requirement.

This "Switzerland of Data" position is a powerful and underappreciated moat that protects against the bundling

strategies  of  larger  rivals.  Evidence from customer reviews on platforms like  G2 and TrustRadius consistently

highlights the high switching costs and strategic value of this neutrality.

3. Investment Thesis & Variant View

Our investment thesis is predicated on a profound disconnect between Twilio's current market valuation and the

underlying financial transformation driven by its Data & Applications business. The market is myopically focused

on  the  commoditizing  pressures  in  the  legacy  Communications  segment  and  is  extrapolating  past  execution

stumbles,  thereby  valuing  the  consolidated  company  with  a  "blended"  discount.  This  creates  a  compelling

opportunity to invest in a premier software asset (Segment) at a utility's multiple.

The Variant View: Why the Market is Wrong

The consensus view, reflected in the modest $145.77 analyst target, is that Twilio's enterprise go-to-market (GTM)

pivot will be only marginally successful. Working backwards, this price target implies a long-term market share of

only ~3.5% and structurally depressed operating margins around 15%. This model is a lagging indicator, anchored

to a leadership team and strategy that no longer exist.

We  believe  this  model  is  demonstrably  wrong.  Our  variant  view  is  that  the  GTM  transformation  is  already

succeeding, and we can prove it with a pattern of verifiable, leading indicators that precede the financial results the

market is waiting for.

The GTM Machine is Being Built: The market views Twilio's strategic partnership with system integrator
(SI) Slalom as a one-off press release. We see it as the first step in a scalable channel strategy. Our research
uncovered recent job postings at Twilio for "SI Alliance Directors" and, critically, corresponding roles at Slalom
for a "Twilio Practice Lead." This is behavioral evidence of operationalization; both companies are investing
capital  to  build  a  dedicated  sales  ecosystem.  An  effective  SI  channel  is  the  key  to  unlocking  Fortune  500
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accounts Twilio could not reach directly and can add over 100 basis points of market share alone, making the
consensus 3.5% share assumption far too conservative.

Incentives Drive Outcomes: The consensus doubts Twilio's ability to pivot from its product-led roots to an
enterprise  sales  culture.  We  see  evidence  that  this  cultural  shift  is  being  driven  by  a  powerful  force:
compensation. Recent, anonymized reviews from Twilio's sales team on Glassdoor provide a clear signal: > "The
last year has been tough with the layoffs,  but the direction is  finally clear.  We're not just a pipes company
anymore... The new comp plan heavily rewards multi-year, platform deals with Segment attached. The money is
in the software, not the usage."

This is not a qualitative hope; it is a direct alignment of economic incentives. The sales force is now paid to sell
high-margin software, not low-margin usage. This is the fundamental engine of the margin expansion that the
consensus model ignores.

The Opportunity: Information Asymmetry

The opportunity exists because the market is waiting for lagging financial indicators—specifically, growth in the

number of large-contract customers and expanding GAAP margins. We are acting on leading, behavioral indicators

—the channel build-out and the sales force incentive changes—which prove that the inputs required for future

financial success are already in place. We are buying the pattern of execution before it becomes the financial print, a

classic case of information asymmetry.

4. Valuation

Our $240 price target is derived from a 35x forward P/E multiple on our fiscal year 2027 non-GAAP EPS estimate

of $6.88. This valuation is grounded in a detailed financial model that projects the powerful mix shift towards the

high-margin Data & Applications business.

The current market price of $128.30, at a forward P/E of 23.55x, implies a forward EPS of approximately $5.45.

Our  stress  tests  reveal  that  this  level  of  earnings  power  is  only  achievable  in  a  scenario  where  the  Data  &

Applications growth stalls and the legacy Communications business enters a state of secular decline (-5% CAGR).

In essence, the market is pricing Twilio not just for mediocrity, but for the catastrophic failure of its core business.

This provides a substantial margin of safety and a highly attractive asymmetric risk/reward profile.

Financial Bridge to FY2027 Base Case:

Metric FY2024 (Actual) FY2025 (E) FY2026 (E) FY2027 (E) Key Assumptions

Total Revenue $4,896M $5,315M $5,838M $6,444M 10% Total CAGR

Communications $4,000M $4,240M $4,494M $4,764M 6% CAGR; modest growth
from scale & cross-sell

Data & Apps $896M $1,075M $1,344M $1,680M 23% CAGR; driven by
market growth & share gains

Non-GAAP Op.
Margin

12.5% 14.5% 17.5% 20.0% Mix shift to high-margin
SaaS & operating leverage

Non-GAAP EPS $3.14 $4.01 $5.39 $6.88 Assumes stable share count

Justifying the 35x Multiple

A 35x forward P/E multiple may seem aggressive for a company with blended 10% revenue growth. However, this

view  misses  the  driver  of  incremental profit.  By  FY2027,  the  Data  &  Applications  segment  will  contribute  a

disproportionate  amount  of  earnings  growth,  making  it  the  segment  that  dictates  the  appropriate  valuation

multiple. To justify this, we compare the financial profile of Twilio's growth engine directly to its relevant software

peers.
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Company / Segment Est. NTM Rev Growth Est. NTM Op. Margin NTM Fwd EV/Sales

Datadog (DDOG) ~25% ~23% ~12-15x

CrowdStrike (CRWD) ~30% ~22% ~15-18x

Twilio (Data & Apps Seg.) ~23% ~30-35% (Est.) N/A

The Data & Applications segment's profile (23% growth, 30%+ margins) is directly comparable to elite software

peers commanding premium multiples. Our 35x P/E on the consolidated company reflects a necessary re-rating

based on this powerful engine, while still applying a healthy discount for the slower-growing legacy business.

Sensitivity Analysis (FY2027 Fair Value per Share)

This table illustrates our fair value estimate under various scenarios for the two most critical assumptions: the

growth rate of the Data & Applications segment and the terminal Non-GAAP Operating Margin for the consolidated

company. Our base case is highlighted in bold.

Data & Apps CAGR 18% Op Margin 20% Op Margin (Base) 22% Op Margin

18% (Bear Case) $185 $202 $218

23% (Base Case) $220 $240 $260

28% (Bull Case) $255 $278 $300

This analysis demonstrates that even in our bear-case growth scenario, significant upside exists from the current

price, reinforcing the thesis of valuation asymmetry.

5. Key Analytical Tensions

Our conviction in this thesis was forged by rigorously debating three central questions. Our resolution of these

tensions forms the foundation of our variant view.

1.  The  Tension:  Is  Twilio's  AI  pivot  a  transformative  offensive  move  or  a  desperate  defensive

reaction?

The Case Against (The Bear View): The AI pivot is a capital-intensive reaction to the commoditization of
the core Communications business. Twilio faces a structural "frenemy ceiling," where its largest suppliers (AWS,
Google) are also its biggest competitors. These hyperscalers will always cap Twilio's margin potential by offering
slightly cheaper, native solutions, preventing it from ever achieving elite software profitability. Twilio is escaping
one commodity trap only to enter another, hyper-competitive AI arms race where it has no fundamental
advantage.

The Case For (The Bull View): The pivot is a strategic masterstroke that leverages Twilio's unique assets—a
massive developer network and a treasure trove of first-party interaction data. The integration of
Communications, Data (Segment), and AI creates a singular platform that is more than the sum of its parts. This
integrated offering drives higher margins, creates stickier customer relationships, and erects a data-centric moat
that hyperscalers, with their infrastructure focus, cannot easily replicate.

Our Resolution: We conclude the pivot is a necessary and likely successful offensive move. The "frenemy
ceiling" is a real constraint on the legacy Communications business, but it is far less relevant to the Data &
Applications business. The value of Segment is its neutrality, a feature hyperscalers structurally cannot offer.
The leading indicators of a successful GTM pivot (SI channel build-out, sales compensation alignment) provide
tangible evidence that the company is successfully executing its move up the stack into a higher-value, more
defensible market.
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2. The Tension: How defensible is Twilio's data moat?

The Case Against (The Bear View): The moat is illusory. Segment is an intelligence layer built on top of
commodity infrastructure and AI models largely provided by the same hyperscalers it competes with. This
means Twilio will never have a fundamental cost or technology advantage and will be unable to translate its data
integration capabilities into durable pricing power.

The Case For (The Bull View): The moat is not in the underlying technology but in the high switching costs
and strategic importance of a neutral customer data repository. Customer data is a company's crown jewels.
Locking it inside a walled garden like Salesforce or Google creates immense strategic risk. Segment's
"Switzerland of Data" position is a powerful, durable advantage, validated by its "Leader" status in Gartner's
Magic Quadrant for CDPs.

Our Resolution: We find the "Switzerland" argument to be compelling and increasingly relevant. As AI makes
customer data exponentially more valuable, the premium on a neutral, best-of-breed platform will only grow.
The technical difficulty and business disruption involved in migrating a deeply integrated CDP create formidable
switching costs, giving Twilio significant pricing power over the long term.

3. The Tension: Is Twilio's current valuation of ~24x forward earnings cheap or expensive?

The Case Against (The Bear View): The valuation is expensive, reflecting a flawed narrative of a successful
transformation that has yet to materialize in GAAP profitability or sustainable free cash flow. The stock is
pricing in the destination without discounting the perilous journey. The downside is severe, with a "total failure"
scenario pointing to a valuation below $50 per share.

The Case For (The Bull View): The valuation is deeply attractive. The forward P/E of 23.55 is a "blended"
multiple that fails to recognize the emergence of a high-growth, high-margin software business within the
company. As demonstrated in our valuation analysis, the current price bakes in a scenario of legacy business
decay, offering a free call option on the success of the Data & Applications segment.

Our Resolution: The valuation is cheap. The market is making a classic mistake of extrapolating the past and
valuing the company based on its historical, lower-margin business mix. Our analysis shows a clear path to an
EPS of nearly $7.00 by FY2027, driven by the mix shift to software. The asymmetry is stark: the downside risk of
the legacy business failing is already priced in, while the upside from the data business succeeding is not.

6. Catalysts

Our thesis does not rely on calendar-based events but on specific, verifiable business milestones that will force the

market to re-evaluate its flawed consensus model.

Disclosure of >$100k ACV Customer Count (Next 2-4 Quarters): This is the ultimate lagging indicator
that will provide undeniable financial proof of the GTM pivot's success. We will monitor for consistent 15%+
quarter-over-quarter growth in this metric.

Announcement of a Second Major SI Partnership (Next 12 Months): A deal with a global SI like
Accenture, Deloitte, or Capgemini would validate that the channel strategy is scalable and not a one-off success
with Slalom, making our 5% market share case highly credible.

A "Switzerland" Marquee Win (Next 9-12 Months): The announcement of a major enterprise win (e.g., a
Fortune 100 retailer or bank) where the customer explicitly cites data neutrality as a key reason for replacing an
incumbent like Salesforce or Adobe. This would serve as the ultimate qualitative validation of the moat thesis.

7. Risks & Kill Conditions

We have identified three primary risks to our thesis. Each has a specific, verifiable kill condition that would trigger

an immediate exit from the position.

GTM Execution Failure: This is the primary risk. The cultural pivot to an enterprise sales motion fails, new
sales hires churn, and investment in sales and marketing does not translate into large-deal velocity and margin
expansion.

Kill Condition: The number of customers with >$100k ACV grows at less than 10% for two consecutive quarters. This would signal that the
enterprise GTM engine is stalling.
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Accelerated Legacy Decay: The core Communications business declines faster than our 6% growth forecast,
eroding the cash flow needed to fund the Data & Applications growth engine and damaging investor sentiment.

Kill Condition: The Communications segment revenue declines by more than 5% year-over-year for two consecutive quarters, indicating a
structural break far worse than our modeled bear case.

Competitive  Retaliation  &  Margin  Compression: Our  thesis  proves  correct,  and  Segment's  success
triggers an aggressive pricing and bundling response from Salesforce, Adobe, or the hyperscalers, leading to
margin compression.

Kill Condition: Twilio's consolidated non-GAAP gross margins fall below 45% for two consecutive quarters, with management citing direct
competitive pricing pressure as the primary cause.

8. Position Sizing Rationale

We recommend initiating a 3.0% position in Twilio at or near the current price of $128.30. This represents a high-

conviction opening size, justified by the significant valuation asymmetry and the strength of our leading indicators.

We will scale the position to a full  5.0% upon confirmation of our first catalyst: the disclosure of >$100k ACV

customer count growing above 15% QoQ for two consecutive quarters. This financial proof point will be the event

that closes the gap between our leading indicators and the market's lagging consensus model, likely serving as a

major re-rating event for the stock. This disciplined, milestone-based scaling approach allows us to increase our

exposure as the thesis is de-risked by tangible financial results.

9. Bottom Line

We recommend buying Twilio (TWLO) at the current price of $128.30 and building a 3.0% position, with a plan to

scale to 5.0% upon evidence of sustained large-customer growth. The market is fundamentally mis-valuing the

company  by  anchoring  to  its  legacy,  low-margin  communications  business.  Our  research  shows  a  clear  and

verifiable pivot to a high-margin, AI-powered data platform is already underway, creating a significant valuation

disconnect. We would be forced to reconsider our thesis if the enterprise GTM strategy fails to produce tangible

results, specifically if large-customer growth stalls for two consecutive quarters.
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