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People of the south-east given
say in council amalgamation

A plebiscite is set to be held in the south-east regarding the potential amalgamation
of the City of Mount Gambier and the District Council of Grant.

The State Government will introduce a bill to Parliament, with the aim of holding the
plebiscite at the same time as local government elections in November.

The question of amalgamating Mount Gambier and Grant councils has long been a
matter of debate in the south-east.

The City of Mount Gambier is completely surrounded by Grant Council, which is
often informally referred to as a ‘donut’ council.

The growth of Mount Gambier has seen the city increasingly extend into Grant,
strengthening the view among some that these two councils constitute a single
community, with shared interests.

A large number of people in the Grant Council’s boundaries are reliant on Mount
Gambier Council’s services.

Under existing law, the SA Local Government Boundaries Commission must
undertake an inquiry into the merits of a proposed council amalgamation.

The State Government has decided holding a plebiscite to determine the level of
community support for an amalgamation, before an inquiry, is a prudent first step.
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Holding the plebiscite at the same time as local council elections will minimise the
cost and maximise participation. The ballot paper would be included in the ballot
pack mailed to electors in the two councils.

Quotes attributable to Peter Malinauskas

This will be an opportunity for the people of the south-east to have their say about
the future of their community.

In my numerous visits to the Limestone Coast as Labor Leader, including the recent
Country Cabinet, this issue was repeatedly raised. | said I'd listen and respond, and
this is evidence of that.

But ultimately, this question will be in the hands of the people of the south-east and
holding this plebiscite at the same time as local government elections will minimise
the cost and maximise patrticipation.

Quotes attributable to Kyam Maher

This is an important first step in determining whether these two councils should
amalgamate.

Importantly, we are giving the people of the south-east the chance to have their say.
Quotes attributable to Geoff Brock

If this proposition is supported, then the SA Local Government Boundaries
Commission could pursue a more detailed inquiry.

If the proposal is rejected by the people of both councils, then we can avoid any
further time and resources spent.
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