
Clean Coast Texas
An Initiative of the Texas Coastal Nonpoint Source Pollution 

Program

Helping communities reduce pollution and 
enhance water quality along the Texas 
Coast. 

A program that provides technical resources 
and planning tools that: 
• Support local decisions
• Improve coordination
• Resolve water quality problems
• Enhance flood management
• Plan and seek funding for projects



❖ Texas General Land Office- Program 
Management.

❖ Harte Research Institute at TAMU-CC – 
Program Coordination, Engagement, 
Technical Support.  

❖ Texas Community Watershed Partners- 
Education and Outreach including future 
growth and scenario planning, 
workshops and resources.

❖ Texas Sea Grant at TAMU- Local 
Planning and Engagement Support. 

❖ Halff Associates, Anchor QEA- 
Engineering, planning, outreach and 
technical support. 

Collaboration



Clean Coast Texas 
Collaborative Goals

❖ Restoration of coastal 
natural resources 

❖ Improved water quality 
❖ Balance between 

protection of coastal 
natural resources and 
public use of those 
resources 

❖ Improved 
environmental 
management 
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Increasing bacteria levels over time correlate with population growth

Urbanization = more impervious surfaces, stormwater runoff, 
bacteria = threat to coastal tourism & economies
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Source: Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality 
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Support for: 

• Programs to improve water quality while promoting flood management 

• Local planning, siting, construction and retrofit activities 

• Programs to enhance tourism and economic development 

Access to:

• Education and outreach specialists

• Extensive technical guidance and funding assistance

• Analyses of water quality data to improve beach conditions

How can Clean Coast Texas help?
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Stormwater Retrofit Design & 
Construction

∙ Water quality and stormwater 
management for new and 
existing development

∙ Conceptual Design and 
Planning

∙ Construction Plans, Cost 
Estimates, and Permitting

∙ Maintenance Guidance

Planning and Regulatory Support
∙ Co-Develop Stormwater 

Management Criteria
∙ Support Ordinance development 

and Adoption
∙ Floodplain Management
∙ Support Community and 

Stormwater Planning Efforts

Water Quality Analysis & Citizen 
Science

∙ Texas Stream Team Citizen 
Science Trainings

∙ Water Quality Evaluation in the 
Community

∙ Review and Comment on 
Engineering and Drainage Studies

∙ Policy Evaluation and 
Development

Partnership Development
∙ Identify Connections and 

Opportunities for Regional Project 
Coordination

∙ Help Communities Develop 
Partnerships with Other 
Municipalities, Nonprofit 
Organizations, Regional Councils 
of Governments, and Watershed 
Coordinators. 

∙ Develop Inter-local Agreements to 
Define Roles and Responsibilities

Education & Community Events
∙ Facilitate Workshops with the 

Public, Municipal Staff and 
Elected Officials

∙ Support School and Adult 
Programs

∙ Create and Install Interpretive 
Signage

∙ Community Clean-up Events
∙ SW Drainage Markers

Grant Funding Assistance
∙ Grant Writing Support
∙ Acquire and Interpret Grant 

Opportunities
∙ Identify Grant Matching 

Resources

Menu of Services



Voluntary and incentive-based initiatives 
for Communities  

Provide technical resources and planning tools that: 
❖ Technical Design Guidance
❖ Construction Details
❖ Maintenance Guidance
❖ Model Criteria/Ordinance
❖ Design Methods Incentivizes LID/GSI
❖ Retrofits and Creek Restoration

Benefits of Sustainable Design
Preserve unique coastal water resources  
❖ Manage water quality from stormwater runoff (nonpoint 

source pollution) 
❖ Floodplain management 
❖ Shoreline restoration 

LID/Green Infrastructure guidance  
❖ Lower cost 
❖ Incentivized approach  
❖ Resilient and sustainable  
❖ Attractive measures 

Helping communities reduce pollution and 
enhance water quality along the Texas Coast



Sustainable Design 
Examples

Vegetation filters 
pollutants

Reduces Standing water 
and flood risk

Revitalization/Aesthetics

Slows down water and 
supports infiltration

Reuse for nonpotable 
purposes



Workshops
GIFT (Green Infrastructure for Texas)
• GIFT is a multi-level approach to Green 

Infrastructure 
• The workshop invites the public, elected officials 

and municipal staff to learn about GI. It gives an 
overview of what Green Stormwater 
Infrastructure is, how it supports natural resource 
protection, enhances water quality and improves 
coastal resilience.  

CHARM (Community Health And Resource 
Management mapping application)
• The tool gives local officials, stakeholders, and 

citizens the power to map and analyze growth 
with real-time feedback.

•  supported with a library of mapping data about 
urbanization, storm surges, conservation, public 
facilities, and coastal resources.

GIFT 
Workshop in 
La Marque- 

2024

CHARM 
Workshop in 
Port Lavaca- 

2023

GIFT 
Workshop 

with a 
Demonstration 

of Soil 
Consistency- 

2023
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Contact Clean Coast Texas

Ashley Bennis
Coastal Coordinator

Email: ashley.bennis@tamucc.edu 
Phone: 361.825.2300

Dr. Mike Wetz
Harte Research Institute Endowed 

Chair, Coastal Ecosystem Processes
Email: michael.wetz@tamucc.edu

Phone: 361.825.2132

Scott Jones
Community Outreach Specialist, 
Green Infrastructure for Texas

scott.jones@ag.tamu.edu
832-856-3451 (office)
713-376-9686 (cell)
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