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Reverse-chronology snapshot starting with what is ahead. Status date: March 31, 2026.
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How to read this page: Status shows whether an item is enacted, implemented, planned, or still pending. Watch bills lists the proposals most likely to matter next. Pending items are not law yet.
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the state testing lab is targeted for full operation in late 2026.

lllinois launched Metrc as the statewide cannabis seed-to-sale tracking
platform.

lllinois updated the operating environment in two ways: Smoke Free Act
changes took effect on 1/1/24 for locally authorized on-site consumption
settings, and adult-use administrative rules took effect on 8/20/24.

Public Act 102-0690 modernized lllinois hemp law, better aligned it with the
federal / USDA framework, broadened the hemp definition, and updated
licensing and rulemaking language.

lllinois made medical cannabis permanent in August 2019, then allowed
adult-use sales to start on 1/1/20.

Public Act 101-0027, the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, legalized
adult-use cannabis for adults 21+ and created the licensing, tax, and
regulatory structure.

lllinois enacted the Industrial Hemp Act and also created the Opioid
Alternative Pilot Program for medical cannabis access.

The Industrial Hemp Pilot Program became effective in lllinois law for
research and higher-education cultivation.

lllinois enacted the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis Pilot Program
Act in 2013; the medical program took effect on 1/1/14.

HB5731. Bill statuses current to March 31, 2026.
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Operators had to transition inventory, reporting, and training workflows
to a new system.

Created a clearer local path for certain consumption spaces and added
more mature rules for licensing, inventory, ownership changes,
renewals, and training.

Gave the hemp market a more durable statutory foundation and
clarified IDOA's role.

Locked in the medical program while opening the commercial adult-use
market statewide.

Established the core architecture for dispensaries, cultivators, taxes,
social equity, and agency oversight.

Opened the modern hemp licensing framework and expanded medical
access beyond traditional qualifying-condition pathways.

Started lllinois hemp policy before the later commercial licensing
model.

Created the state's first legal cannabis market and patient access
pathway.

Implementation - not a
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