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VAJIRAM & RAVI HEEE—
¥ As seen from the above definition, treating ‘urban area’ as a mere physical space or in terms of its
population size is a very narrow way of looking at it. -

l s mentioned at the outset, urbanism is a way of life that is developed as a resuylt of living-in anm
urban area. Way of life reveals the way society is organized, economic activities its members

perform, level of technology, the social relations among its members, the smﬂwgs%

efc.

Social relations: developed in an urban area ar @the
m&mbers-of an urban area are driven by the :

Social organization: An urban area is characterized by organization of its heterogeneoys
population belonging to various castes, classes, religion into specialized occupations (a diyision of
labour). Any member or group of member irrespective of caste, religion and other primordial
identities can move up or down the social ladder depending upon his economic condition,
employment status and place of living rather than primordial identities like caste.

In other words scope for social mobility is higher in an urban area. Social structure: The
characteristic feature of social structure is defined in terms of its level of openness. It is said to be
open if individuals of a certain group or collectivity (caste, class, religion etc) have an opportunity for
betterment in their social standing. Theoretically, urban social structure is said to be characterized
by openness, mobility and individualistic. Further, a look at the educational, income and
occupational hierarchy reveals that they are positively correlated with the class position of a group
or individual. That is to say that social class position in turn social status of an individual is higher if
one has a better educational qualification, high-income level and prestigious occupation.

The social structure of cities and towns is comprised of
a. Top level businessmen, industrialists, bureaucrats.

b. High-income professionals like engineers, doctors, IT professionals, lawyers, managers,
scientists, journalists, etc

Clerks, school teachers, petty shopkeepers, small scale entrepreneurs etc

d. Working-class comprising of machine operators, artisans, household industry workers, hawkers,
peddlers, construction workers and other unskilled labourers.

» Urbanism in India

Theoretically speaking primordial identities like caste, religion, ethnicity et@hd to fade with the
growth of urban way of life. —————

Caste and Religion in Urban India

existed, is breaking down in urban India, caste as a social reality with its own dynamics continue
exist. Shifting caste identities in India is a result of the institutionalization of castes in terms of SC,
OBC etc. This categorization is accepted with much less humiliation and therefore very different
from the traditional purity-pollution view of caste. Some realities of caste and religion are given
below:

The meaning of caste has changed and it has reshaped. While caste hierarchy, as it tradition%

e A survey highlights that in metros and other cities, a staggering 70% and 50% of the people,
respectively, didn’t know the dominant caste in their area. The urbanites identified the castes
in terms of population size and wealth and not the traditional vMpollution and purity.

¢ Inter-caste marriage trend; While 70% lower caste people were willing to marry 4 person from
a higher caste, a phenome{al 50% upper caste people were willing to marry persons from
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I VAJIRAM & RAVI
a lower caste as long as they are rich. This shodz«:?tewer caste identities are breaking tfte
endogamy principle of caste. However, it should*Hbe noted that the inter-caste marriages
between higher and lower castes are still very few.

e The increasing rate of migration has made it difficult for politicians to anilize S.

e More people in cities are reported to praying daily or once a weék and attending religious
gatherings.

e On the number of reported deaths and incidents of rioting among Hindus and Muslims, there
has been a declining trend since 1993 after a period of increase from 1975-92. Factors that
have contritiiiedto the downward trend in rioting are income increases and active busingss
operations between Hindu and Muslim communities both of which are as a rg%sof
urbanisation.

e A study points out that the ‘emerging middle class’ exhibits religious patronage and this can
be indentified much more in urban areas.

* Regional identities, as opposed to caste identities, are more important among migrants in
different parts of the country.

»Urbanism and Famil

Theoretically, the world over the breakdown of joint family and progressive nuclearisation of famili
are attributed to industrialization, westernization and urbarizitio%«

Contrary to the perception that urban Indian families are going nuclear, there is a striking decline
“in the proportional share of nuclear households in urban areas. From 54.3% of the urban
households of 2001, nuclear families have fallen to 52.3% of all urban households. The declining
share of urban nuclear families is due to increased migration. Lack of adequate housing may be
forcing more urban people to stay together.

(%ecline in nuclear families can also be attributed to social changes. India is seeing a rising
b

er of cases of divorce and separation, single parents, and people marrying late or
opting fo stay sin =

> (Urbanisati

Urbanisation is a process through which there is an increase in the number of people living in towns
and cities. Urbanisation primarily results i

1. growth in the size of the urban population and
2. the extent of urban areas.
» Urbanisation in India

According to census 2011, urban areas in India constitute 7933 cities and towns of different

Year,  Number of } Urban Population | % of Urban Populationto| Growth Rate of

| Towns & Cities i (in millions) Total Population Urban Population (in

i %)

| |
1971§ 3126 § 109.1 i 19.91 } 3.21 !
1981§ 3949 [ 159.5 ] 23.31 l 3.83 ]
19914615 1217.6 |25.71 13.09 |
2001/ 5161 | 286.1 |27.82 12.74 ;
2011/ 7933 [377.1 131.15 |2.76 {
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*  population sizes, and a total population of 377.16 million comprising of 31.16 per cent of total Indian

population.
e The pattern of Urbanization in India:
According to India HABITAT 3 national report 2016, the rapld pace of urbanization is due to the

following: U8 INGmber

1. The number of ey
metropolitan cities is Fiadinaita
increasing: 35 in 2001 to [1991 23
52 in 2011

2 The population of 2001 35 107.88 38.6
metropolitan  cities  is
increasing: 71 million that 2011 o3 160.06 2.6
accounts for 42.6 per cent

of the country’s total urban population

3. There is an unprecedented rise in number and population of ‘Census town”™: An addition of
2,532 towns between 2001 and 2011.

What does this imply?

1. This increase in the number of census towns implies that a large number of settlements are
undergoing rapid urbanization beyond the municipal boundary in the form of peri-urban
growth. Therefore, it is essential to focus on planning for Rural-Urban continuum.
Government initiatives like PURA and National Rurban Mission are a step in this direction.

2. Fertility rates are very high in metropolitan cities. It is observed that this accounts for about
55-60 per cent of the net increase in the urban population.

3. High level of Rural-urban migration. It is estimated that migration accounts for 20-22 per
cent of growth in urban population.

o(_Causes of Urbanization in generg

v" Industrialization: Industrialization is a trend representing a shift from the agricultural to the
non- agmg_lLuLaLenonomy The industrialization has increased employment opportunities by
giving people the chance to work in modern sectors in job categories that aid economic
development.

v' Commerciali I he distribution of goods and servnces and commercial transactions in
the modern era has developed modern marketing in institutions and exchange methads that

have given rise to the growth of towns and glt!gg/

etter Life: Better educational facilities, better living standards, better and sanitation and
housing, better health care, better recreation facilities, and better social life in general.

v' Employment_opportunities Z:%?hgratlon: Ample job opportunities continually draw
people from rural areas to see etter livelihood. Therefore, the majority of people migrate
into urban areas to access well-paying jobs.

Services and industries generate and increase higher value-added jobs, and this leads to
more employment opportunities.

v" Modernization; urban areas become more technology savvy together with highly
sophisticated ™ communigation, infrastructure, medical facilities, dressing code,

enlightenment, liberalizatigs; othier social amenities availability, people believe they can
lead ife in citiest
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Problems in Urban Indi -

There are many issues and challenges due to the unplanned, unorganised, unchecked pattern
of urbanisation which is prevailing in urban cities and adjoining towns. Some of the major issues -
are as follows:

%

2.

3.

&

o o

Ty

-

9.

Development of slums and squatter settlements: The total slum population was
estimatedtote over 65 million of the total dcban population. Further, about 64% of the
statutory towns were reported to be slums according to census 2011. This has led to
cog_g_egti_m_qf_urban.aLMﬁe growth of slums and squatters in urban areas is even further
worsened by industrialization, lack of developed land for housing, a large influx of rural
immigrants, and the increasing prices of land making Indian urbanization messy—
urbanization.

Urban Sprawl and Overcrui@mr This form of congestion in urban areas is consistent
because of overpopulation and ifis an aspect that increases day by day as more people and
immigrants move intq cjties and towns in search of a better life. .

: While urban India has seen an unprecedented growth of motor vehicles in
the Tast two to three decades, the r%ad)pace per vehicle_has come down leading to
congestion. Between 1981 and 2011 th& average growth rate of total registered vehicles has
been 11.7 per cent per annum as against the total population increase of 2 per cent per
annum.

Water and sanitation problems: Inadequate sewage facility is a major challenge due to
overpopulation and overcrowding in urban areas. Municipalities and local governments are
faced with serious Tesource crisis in their management. This has led to the spread of
communicable diseases such as typhoid, dysentery, plague, and diarrhoea also highly
contributésto-water-scarcity as supply falls short of demand. As per Census 2011, only 70.6
per cent of the urban population is covered by individual water connections; duration of
water supply ranges from 1 hour to 6 hours. Almost 50 per cent of households in cities like
Bangalore and Hyderabad do not have sewerage connections. About 13 per cent of urban
households do not have access to any form of latrine facility and defecate in the open.

High levels of pollution

Poor urban health conditions: Economist Intelligence Unit's Liveability Ranking of 140
citmmﬁﬁqyawards the bottom of the list, New Delhi is ranked 110,
while Mumbai was ranked out of 140 cities. As per Mercer’'s Quality of Living Ranking
2016, New Delhi is at 162 out of 230 cities ranked. This highlights the poor quality of living
standards in Indian cities as a result of congestion, pollution, slums, sanitation and poor

health-related indicators.

Hidden Urbanisation:~The number of census towns has shown a tremendous increase
betwee o census periods of 2001-2011, the reason being that most state

governments are reluctant to recognise urbanization.

Pow_ggummce and lack of financial autonomy: Indian municipalities are
amongst the weakest in the world in terms of accesstoTesources, revenue-raising capacity,
and fiscal autonomy. The ratio of municipal revenues to gross domestic product (GDP) at
factor cost in India is estimated at 1.03 per cent for 2012-13. The municipal sector also has
a low level of fiscal autonomy. For instance, the municipal tax-GDP ratio stood at 0.33 as
against combined tax-GDP ratio of central and states at 17 per cent for the year 2012-13.

Social costs to rural areas: Urbanization is known to have a negative impact on

riculture. It shifts the grgvgugtile workforce from rural to urban areas and will lower the
growth as well as productivity Lf:ft}u.l-/l,economy. While on one hand, it has positive
118
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impacts on its surrounding like the spread of better living facilities, job opportunities, income,
wealth etc on the other there occurs what is called backwash effect. This happens when
economic activity, power and wealth accumulates in one particular area leaving other
surrounding areas underdeveloped.

10. Unemployment. The probhest in urban areas and it is even higher
among the educated peoplé:1t7is ’estimated that more than half of unemployed youths

1t

12.

around the globe live in metropolitan cities. The increasing relocation of people from rural or
developing areas to urban areas is the leading cause of urban unemployment.

Relative Deprivation: Modern cities present a meeting point of people from different walks
of life aving no affinity with one another Further with growing inequalities between classes

Ilvmg |n ies and competition-being-the-bedrock of the urban economy, there develops a
se t relative deprivation making them unsafe to live particularly for

ulnerable groups Ilke WO - age, disabled and children.

Urban Crimes: anisation plays a significant role in social transformation and economic
mobility. Inequality, lack of power, lack of support to families and neighbourhoods,
inaccessibility to services, unemployment, low value placed on children and individual well-

being, the overexposure to television aﬂm/nte:net have been found to be the common social
causes of crimes in urban areas.

Some data on crimes

The proportion of crimes in metropolitan cities to the total crimes at the National level was
25.50%. A total of 8,08,637 cognizable crimes comprising 5,13,635 Indian Penal Code (IPC)
crimes and 2,95,002 Special & Local Laws (SLL) crimes were reported in 19 metropolitan
cities during 2016.

IPC Crime in Urban Areas: Violent Crime

v' Violent crimes affecting life: Murder, attempt to commit murder, culpable homicide not
amounting to murder, dowry deaths and kidnapping & abduction. A maximum number of
cases under offences affecting the human life was reported in Delhi (25.0%) followed by
Mumbai (10.8%) and Bengaluru (8.5%) during 2016.

* Violent crimes affecting property: Dacoity, preparation & assembly to commit dacoity
and robbery; During 2016, out of total theft (1,94,558 cases), 74,293 cases(38.2%) were
under auto theft cases of which Delhi (37,147 cases ) has reported maximum auto theft
cases followed by Bengaluru (5,843 cases) and Jaipur (5,271 cases)

v" Violent crimes affecting public safety: Riots and arson;

* Violent crimes affecting women: Delhi reported 33.0% (13,803 out of 41,761 cases) of
total cases of crimes against women followed by Mumbai (12.3%) (5,128 cases) during
2016. Delhi reported the highest crime rate (182.1) compared to the national average
rate of 77.2.

v Cyber Crimes: Mumbai (980 cases) has reported a maximum number of cases under
cyber-crime accounting 23.5% followed by Bengaluru 18.3% (762 cases) and Jaipur
12.6% (532 cases) during 2016.

« Roadmap fora sustainable Urban India)

Sustainable urbanisation can be referred to as urban development which strives to meet the
essential needs of without overstepping the limitations of the natural environment. A
sustainable city has to achieve a dynamic balance among economic, environmental and socio-

cultural development goals med within a Tocal governance system characterized by deep
citizen involvement and iretsiveness.
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The newly adopted 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. As per the framework goal, 11,
seeks to: “Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.”

v' Harnessing the rural-urban continuum As India’s population force witnesses a rural to
urban shift, it is important that the rural and urban areas develop in a symbiotic manner by
adopting a “regional planning approach.”

The new initiative ok RURBAN Missiop is a step in this direction. The synergy and

convergence of various schemes of different ministries for the sustainable and inclusive
rural-urban continuum is the n of the hour.

v" Managing the Urban sprawl Land being the scarce resource it is difficult for the urban poor
to-have—access 1o 1and. Besides high capital gains from this lead to inflationary conditions
exacerbating the situation.

- Land\pooling mode the ones in Delhi, Amravati and Naya Raipur would help in
facilitating Tand supply. Town planning scheme of Gujarat modelled on best practices
followed in South Korea, Germany, and Taiwan also offers a solution.

- Lagg__sggﬂng_moqgvﬁe the ones followed in Vijayawada also reduces pressure on
land and facilitates better urban planning

- Land reservations .have also been mandated for the urban poor in.townships and
layouts, ensuring the benefits of urbar~development to the poor through increased

access to urban spaces and enhanced employment opportunities.

- Transit-oriented devel _o(p/ent Integrating land use with_transport. Indore is a good
example

v" Housing for all:
|

- Providing affordable housing for all the people by a target date. Ho@ 2022
is a good step in the direction

- Ensuring better living conditions for the slum population |

- Promoting cost-effective innovative building matez‘ I: and technologies that are
environmental-friendly.

- Bringing vacant houses to use through fiscal incentives and regulatory changes. RERA
(Real Estate Regulation and Development Authority) is put in placéTor the same.

- Linking housing sectar.with economic growth and job CW"

- Housing finances should be provided to urban dwellers by Public-PrivatePartnership
(PPP).

v" Improving Access to Sustainable Transport

- The National Urban Transport Policy (NUTP) 2014 focuses on moving people rather
than moving vehicles, by providing sustainable mobility to all citizens at affordable cost
and within a reasonable time.

transport systems: Metro rapid transit systems (MRTS) like j ; Bus transit
systems (BRTS) like in Indore.

- AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenatjon and Urban Transformation) gives impetus on
urban transportation planning Wocus on sidewalks, foot-over bridges, non-

motorized transport, buses, m vel parking, waterways and ferry vessels.

- Indian cities can make a Comprehensive mobility plan that includes eff'f:ient public
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Introducing Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) for traffic management.

- Non-Motorized Transport Policy to create a quality and dignified environment where
citizens are encouraged to walk and cycle. Chennai is the first Indian city to do so.

- Barrier-Free Built Environment for people with disabilities to enable them to move
about safely and freely by providing mobility devices such as wheelchairs, crutches and
walkers.

v" Sustainable u gy

As cities represent more than 70 per cent of global energy demand, while many renewable
energy technologies remain more costly than conventional sources and are often
overlooked, it is important to note that investment in renewable cleaner energy can reduce
health impacts from air pollutants, which cari"severely impact quality of life and place strains
on health "care systems. Increasing renewable energy sources, maximizing conservation
and lessening dependence on non-renewable sources of energy, particularly those most
damaging and contributing to global warming, are critical steps to sustainable urbanisation.

For instance, the use of solar energy for street lighting, bus st ailway station etc. and
use of other renewable sources of energies for power g or public utilities.

Empowering urban local badies

Empowering the urban local bodies (ULBs) is the foundation of a forward-looking urban
strategy. A cooperative federalism framework is warranted to promote cities as locomotives
of growth and structural transformatipn. Urban Local Bodies should be given more powers in
terms of access to resoure ralsmg capacity-building and fiscal autonomy. Local
government can embrace “goldén 5~ adopt ‘users pay’, ‘beneficiaries pay’, ‘polluter
pay’, exacerbaters pay’, 'congesters pay’, and ‘growth pay’ instruments.

v" Promoting inclusive urban developyj.

- Universalization of basic services, including educati d health
e ——————————————

- Harnessing the construgtion ~
- A strategy for reducing ‘working poyerty~

> Principles of urban planning in Indi@’ational Urban Policy Framework 20183

National Urban Policy and Concluding remarks

In line with the commitment made at UN Habitat Ill, in Quito, Ecuador, in October 2016, India
has recently formulated its first-ever National Urban Policy Framework, 2018. Aligning with the
framework of ‘New Urban Agenda’, the policy is expected to work toward sustainable urban
development during 2016-2030. This policy is expected to represent a paradigmatic shift from a
project-based approach to the outcome-based approach. Besides, since urban planning is a
state subject, The National Urban Policy Framework outlines 10 principles/’sutras’ in the urban
space and management in India.

v

v

Cities are the clusters of human capital City Planning should be linked to socio-economic
progress with a focus on education, quality of life, health and mobility.

Cities need a ‘sense of place, City design should be specific to local history, geography
and socio-economic Mting a sense of civil identity.

Not static master plans but evolving ecosystems City Plans should be dynamic and

adaptive in line with the changiW needs of the city. Mixed-use clusters

should give way to development i
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v' Build for density Build infrastructure to i id-urban sprawl. For
instance, multi-modal public transpo s are directly linked to density.
éw//Pﬁ)Iic space that encourages social interacti uilding urban spaces, safe and open to
0 accommodate people-to-people interaction.

: g: Varanasi Ghats

ﬂlti-modal public transport backbone Diverse transport solutions with a focus on inter-
changeability and safe pe networks.
v

ironmental sustainability Building cities resilient to disasters. Design and manage
citi minimal impact on water resmnt and air quality.

v Financial self-reliance Widen the resource base by leveraging local assets through user
charges, municipal bond financing and value capture financing.

v r unified leaders stem like that of New York with a codified role
/" A6t Mayors.
_‘__/

v Cities as engines of regional growth Creation of an interconnected interdependent
network of urban centres acting as growth poles, centres of job creation and engines of high
economic growth for the region.

n ‘Mayor-council’ s

FUNCTIONS

FUNCTIONS © nsanEconoMy. 1
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TGlobalisati

1. Bitter experignces from East India Companies and British rule made
India a little bit cautious about globalisation. This has been the root
cause for delay in liberalization-y India: The wide ranging choice of
goods in our markets is a relatively recent phenomenon.

2. Globalisation is the process of rapid integration or interconnection
between countries. MNCs are playing a majorgele in the globalisation
process through trade, finance, technology, investment, transfer.and
relocation of their business activities. Besides the movemeﬁﬁ)‘t"agoods,

services, etc., the movement of people between countries is a part of
Globalisation. e
s (Factors )

1. Rapid improvement in technolcga/ has been one major factor that

has stimulated the globalisation process. For instance, the past

- fifty years have seen several improvements in transportation
technology. Similarly people mobility has also increased with
developments of aeroplanes, etc.

2/ I;Ulas played a major role in spreading outproduction-of services
across countries. This has been facilitated by satellite
communication devices.

3. Removal of tax barriers and liberalisation of economy lead to its
greater integration with the rest of the world. World Trade
Organisation (WTO) is one such organisation whose aim is to
liberalise international trade.

4. Due to shortage of labour in their own countries, many countries




5.

have eased immigration norms and allowed people to settle in
their. This led to great influx of people to developed countries.

Arrival of MNCs into scene has been the most important factor for
globalisation. They are drivers of globalisation.

4(_Positive impact

1

MNCs have increased their investments and created new jobs.
Also, local companies supplying raw materials, efc. to these
industries have prospered.

Several of the top Indian companies have been able to benefjt
from the increased competition. Some havezained from “—
successful collaborations with foreign companies. Moreover,
globalisation has enabled some large Indian companies to emerge
as multinationals themselves. Ex: Tata Motors, Infosys.

. With big Indian MNCs contributing to world trade, India cari raise

its voice for fairer trade rules at WTQAt will enable the Indian
companies to cut their productionﬁsts and can dominate
international markets thus raising India’s stature. Exports would
potentially increase therefore making our trade more favourable.
Consumers have an option to choose from,a wide range of
products. So, they can have cheaﬁ-s/t, best thing. Flow of
information between countries through TV, Internet, etc.
Technological development in developing countries because of
flow of investment and better technological production methods.
Boom in Telecommunication and service industry. Increase in
volume of trade will increase world’s GDP.

. Foreign industries are coil;l:?;ing with different Indian

universities. So, access t fer and quality educational and
medical services.

Extension of xg_ ernet faciliti€s even to remotest rural areas and,
infrastructure development in rural areas leads to rural <
development, inclusive growth and brings rural to main stream
economy.

We CW what we produce in exc 0, lewt_am@
we can import what we produce in deficient...
Globalisation brings tribal people to the mainstream of society by

adopting the policy of integration. T(hu-s/b/rfngs SOCi0-economic
development of tribals by mitigating problems li nd




alienation, ill health, indebtedness, illiteracy and poverty.
Globalisation helps the minorities by promoting the values of
secularism and thus enhances the spirit of tolerance and cultural-
relativism.

10.mn will enable Indians to overcome their cultural
barrier. It has crushed many irrational and orthodox pracgigc:},
Globalisation in the sphere of religion encourages active
humanism and promotes an ethical religion based upon rationality. .
The marketing of Indian spirituality and knowledge systems (sLﬁ'ch’
as yoga and Ayurveda) in the west.

11. In agricultural sphere, Globalization promotes

which increases the earning capacities of farmers.
12. Globalisation in context of status of women implicates the

\{us of womge
relegation of the stereotypic pattern of duties of the women like
reamﬁn— the back ground and taking up
the various diversified occupation and thus making their live quite
vibrantandalive.

1. Trade deficit (as in case of India) which hurt most in case of

under-deveToped and developing economies and widen the gap
between the developed & not so developed economies.

2. Drugs, arms and human traffickipg-have increased because of
greater interconnectedness. Spread of communicable diseases like
bird flu, swine flu, Japanese encephalitis. s

3. Outsourcing of4ebs from developed countries to developing
countries. It has led to loss of jobs in developed countries and
subsequent protectionist meagures as recently in USA and Saudi
Arabia. So, finally against th&spirit of globalization and unrest in
developing countries workers.

4. As the economies are interlinked any financial crisis in one
country, especially developed countrieswill resultimstfow down
in developing economies. This res{i{w‘m’i&jgb losses. For example,
Global recession which had started T USA led to loss in jobs
worldwide, economy of almost all countries more or less suffers.

5.(Agriculture sectyr not improved as much as services and
manufacturing sector. Inthe era of globahzatg%ﬁ'?sldles on

agriculture is getting phased out, thus agriculture is becoming an




expensive affairs. Apart from it, the state is withdrawing its
extensive role in agriculture. -

6. For smaller developing countries at the receiying end, it could
indirectly lead to a subtle form of colonisation. As has happened
with the case of African countries, where natural raw materials are

trf%@h&ap%snces comﬁd to manufactured goods. A form
of'neo-colonialism.
\AK . . . ., .
7. MNC’s ruling the globe and w&pﬁ%ﬂ all
over the world. This is leading to more favourable policies

towards them. As the results show, it has lead to wider economic
inequalities.

8. Not sustainable growth, developmient on growing negligence of
environment, forests, wildlife

%&stmction of traditional service pr‘ov@,rs. For example, old
' restaurants, parathas and lassi are replaced by Mc. Donald’s,

Chinese restaurants, etc. In place of old cinema halls, multiplexes
are coming up. In place of local Kirana shops, malls have come

up.
Msaﬁon has a very adverse effect upoﬁ mass-medig.
Sensational reporting and catchy heading incre e rating of the

media concerned in the eyes of the advertiser.

11. More inflow of money and raising materialism has aggravated
deep rooted problem ¢ corruptiom._Bhere is deterioration in social
values as evident from ¢ct for ladies and older people.

12. Globalization promotes cultural imperialism which is associated
with certain degree of coercion invasio repression. It leads to
the consolidation of cultural hegemony which is an absolutely
aggressive form of dominant culturc¢that has no specific
connection with real experience for most people of poorer
countries of the world.

13. An important consequence of globalization is the advent of a
consumer credit society. A person can now buy goods and
services even if he does not have sufficient purchasing power at
his disposal and the prospect of raising a loan has become easy in
the era of globalisation. Credit cards have given enormous boost

t d many a household into indebtedness.
. Impact on health and nutrition




1. Globalisation has brought has major health changes such as stress, //
anxiety and depression due to change in life style patterns. Fo
instance, people are working late hours. Those Tate hours are when

you have maximum incidence of acks;$frokes occurring:
2. The_fast food ¢ culfure, which is an 1mport from the west, is leading
to qbesi inds of troubles to people.

3. It has also lead to increase in the communicable disea ases-such as
AIDS, Bird flu, Swine ﬂu SARS and other viral infections due to
frequent travels by citizens abroad.

4. Some foods, vegetables which were unheard of few years back in
India are now a house hold thingse Eor example, fibre rich foods
such as oats are imports froh&western countri ave
helped people in reducing weights an ood nutritious

L_S/LVh s lead to major advances in the fields of medicine and
L/I{aagnosm In diagnosis part it lead to nano technology in

~medicine, MRI scanner, Laser therapy, bio-technology which
have enabled doctors to go to a level of DNA, RNA to find out the

specifics of disease. In the treatment part antibiotics are produced

globally by these MNCs and circulated all over the world.

( 7._Positive impact on wo@

1. Globalisation has created more jobs, which resulted in rise of not
only working men but also women. With new jobs for women,
there are opportunities for higher pay, which raises self-

confidence and brings about independence.
2. Higher pay can also promot@xween the sexes,
something that Indian women have been struggling with their

entire lives. Globalization has the power to uproot the traditional
treatment towards women to afford them a}{ equal stance in_
society.,,

3. Has developed entrepreneurship capabijlitig€~Has instilled

m— . .

confidence among them and to a certain extent brought equality in
the SocTety: =

4. Education has penetrated deep into womendvhich has added

efits towards politico-social miliet of the country.
8. Negative im

1. The intense competition and uncertainties in jobs cause mental
tension; strained social relationships, psychological proﬂf}}nd-

<




3 are breeding grounds for women exploitation as
s

no [abour laws appl Se zones prefer to hire women because
they are more docile and more productive than men.

lobalisation led to technological advances which resulted 1r\1.e/s
of jobs in various indusfries, Ex_ Handloom.™
4. India being a patriarchal society, women has to undergo doug!e/
stress of professional and personal lives~ -
La}se of call centres have created nigl;‘ag/svk}. These call centres do
not provide transportation for women employees. These have
increased vulnerability of women towards sexual exploitation.

u%’exual harassment of women is a common thing regardless of

women in organised or unorganised sector. 96% women employ€d
in unorganised sector. So they have no social Security and nojob
guarantee. This impacts their mental and physical health.

9.@ on higher educatiom

1. This globalisation has also made di ducation available igside

the country. The instant impact of it is that students who care
diligent and meritorious lot but devoid of resources to avail of
latest educational patterns through visiting foreign countries,
would get this facility in India.

2. Multimedia technology has come in vogue that is becoming
popular due to its multi-dimensional approgeh and uses by this
globalisation. It has also facilitated and Brought leverage in higher

edueation.

3 @ of this globalization is that it could erode our traditional
Vwos It has become beyond the reach of poor
gtp%mce educational level by these agencies has been
elevated, the monetary requirements to become admitted and
study has also spiralled.

4. The standard of education has substantially been raised since
private and foreign agencies are quite innovative and experimental
in their attitude and dealing.

d Il y

1. Traditionally, in India, the basic unit of society was not individual
but the joint family. Ever since independence, Indian Society has
undergone and continues to undergo great change in every walk of




life. Family is becoming progressively weak due to globalization

and individualism is growing rapidly.

2. Nuclear families due increasing mobility of younger generation.

3. Wew forms of family are emerging. Single parent, live-j

elationship, etc. s ="

4. Thezﬁily bonding and ties are reducing. It affected the notion w
'family' as the caring and nurturing unit for childrir%;e sick an
elderly.

5. With more women joining the workforce system, the care of aged
within families has declined.

6. Family involvement in finding a groom/bride is reducing. Love
mairiages and internet marriage sites [ike Shadiare playis e,

%ition&_gm_f_amiu served the role of providing education to the
younger generation. However this role has been taken over by W

specialised institutions.
w structure has changed. The head of the
mily-father/grandfather have started losing their authority to ﬂ(
bread winner of the family.
9. In nuclear families, there has been a change in marital rules and
distributions of powers.
10. Total subordination of women to men and strict disciplinarian role
of father towards children are chanW
11Qmpact on religion\
1. Globalization has a very adverse effect upon religion. Religious
festivals are fully exploited by the corporate houses. In the name

of gods and goddesses all Kinds of concessions-are-offered and

attracting gullible people to buy them. /
2. New TV channels have come into existence to cater to theZ-
spiritual needs of the people and marketing ends of MKCs. In

Hindi we have Astha and Samskar, that have been successfully
serving the gullible. ;

3. Some MNCs are liberally funding godmen and wao%&:,/
globalization proliferates the venders of commercial spiritualjsm,_—
4. Computers are being used to prepare horoscope and impress upon
the knave thatgomputer made horoscopes are free from errors and

lay bare th€ future of the persons conce w‘
modern IT have come handy w@@w




ypagate and reinforce age old superstitions.

Our traditional religions and cultures wereggaduaﬂwubveﬁe\dy

eliminated
12( Impact on Business communi

 #
2.

4.
5.

Inflow of foreign funds.

New ways of thinking and working have developed leading to
highér efficiency. For examplé;fndian companies adopted
international accounting standards.

Healthy competition to domestic businesses from foreign
products.

Social responsibility and business ethics ideas. _
Better customer relationship and management practices.

13. Commercialisation of indigenous knowledge

¢ i

o

Globalisation invades territories, habitats and resources of
indigenous people, which may lead to destruction of their way of
life. Big corporations access the indigenous knowledge and patent
it for their gain. Thus much knowledge which has been available
for free, has now to be paid for getting access.

Even the life supporting systems such as water, air has been
commercialised. We see water sold in packaged bottles. This has
been because of over exploitation of the resources.

QLL Impact on environme@

;

Globalization has led to an incrwmw

products, which has impacted the ecological cyc

It has reduced genetic diversity in agricultureg4foss of crop
varieties and livestock bréeds).

Spread of exotic sgecieéglk to increasing world trade.

4. Increase fuel consumptjif(yxhich/lél to rise in pollution.

Dumping of industrial waste in oceans and in soil. Oil spills from
oil tankers threalTpose threat to marine environment.

In various parts of the world, mountains are bein 0 make
way for a passing tunnel or a hig{l%‘%l./Vast arren lands have
been encroached upon to pave way for new buildings.

Globalization increases the vulnerability of ecosystems apgl—
societies, and the least resilient ecosystems. The liy_gﬁ_lﬁslds_ci the

poorest communities are most at risks
— L




8.

The current debate on globalization has become de-linked from its
environmental roots and contexts. These links between
environment and globalization need to be re-examined and
recognised.

1 vidence of homogenisati@

1.

Homogenisation of language: The usage of English language has
intensified the ongoing process of the modern communicative
world amidst the impact of socio-cultural globalization.

. Homogenisation of food: Many cultures incorporat d that

originated thousands of miles away For example( Potato from
South America and Red chilli from Mexico. Globalisation has led
to imposing of western and modern food items in India.
Homogenisation of dressing: Convenience and comfort of
resses have pulled people, especially young generation
to move away from traditths to modern dresses like T-
Shirt, jeans, and shorts.

Homogenisation of Art and cultuke:¥fidians are getting attracted

to foreign dance fowli_ke_Wthe field of Music,
there is a rise of Pop music.

16. Arguments against Homogenisation

Internet enables the homogenizing force of English as the world's
common language. At the same time, it enables the speakers of
various small languages to get connected and build common
content [like various regional Wikipedia] like never before.

The same globalization allows for cuisines of various nations to
be explored by people across the world like Thai, Chinese, Indian
or Mexican.

Again, a connected world also allows one to explore different
religions and spiritual paths. You could be sitting in Jakarta and
exploring Taoism, Shintoism, Hinduism or various African/native
American religions.

%balisation transforming social inequalities into economic
inequalities

’ 1

Under pressure from international organisations and MNCs the
national governments have had¢o restructuretheir economies
which demands more thrust on free frade and less spending on

social sector. Hence, sociWes payticularly in developing




economies continue to fester

2. Concentration of wealth in the hamfl_sﬁc:%@féwing economic
inequality is positively correlated with the social inequalities
based on gender, age, class and ethnicity.

omen loosing jobs in traditional industry due to arrival of
MNCs. Feminisation if agriculfuredeto mal-specific migration.

4. Ceilgllls,a_t}onqlnforma]isatlon of work force leading to l(y

wages for | rers and less job security.

5. Reduction in pensions and other forms of social support for the
elderly.

6. Huge gaps between the incomes of the dominant racial groups and

the minority racial gzyﬁﬁ'grams particularly in western

countries.

Regionalism

1. Region is generally defined as “a homogeneous area with physical and
cultural characteristics distinct from those of neighboring
areas”. Region provides the basis for the emergence of regional identity.
It results in loyalty towards the region and ultimately takes the shape
and form of regionalism. It gives way to regional politics.

2. Regionalism in India is rooted in India’s diversity of languages,
cultures, tribes, and religions. It is also encouraged by the geographical
concentration of these identity markers in particular regions, and fuelled
by a sense of regional deprivation. Indian federalism has been a means
of accommodating these regional sentiments. Regionalism is an
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CHAPTER - 2

UNITY AND DIVERSITY

INTRODUCTION

India is a plural society in both letter and spirit. There is diversity not only in religion, language and
cultures but also in lifestyles, occupational pursuits, rites and rituals related to birth, marriage and death
and in inheritance and succession laws. Beneath these diversities underlie a remarkable force of unity.
A grand synthesis of a diversity of culture, language and religion were able to maintain its unity despite
foreign invasions and colonial rule. This is because Accommodation without assimilation has been the
characteristic of Indian society. Thus Indian unity is a product of historical factors that have given Indian
society a stable character of pluralism.

Structure
» The Factors of Unity in Diversity
e Geographical and Demographic Factors
e Religious factors
e Cultural Factors
¢ Political Factors

e Linguistic factors

THE FACTORS OF UNITY IN DIVERSITY
We discuss the following five factors of unity in diversity in India
1. Geographical and Demographic Factors

The first striking feature about India is its diversity because of its geographical environment and

polar es are all found in India. In terms_of physwal features of the_population, there is

diversity in appearance, skin colour, eye colour, hei ure.
oIty 1 appearai s

However, geography seems to have played an important role in q@_eﬁa_e—rmand a
sense of Indianness. Shut off from the rest of Asia by the inaccessibfe barriers of mighty Himalayas
and with the seas and the ocean on all other sides, India is clearly marked out to be a geographical
entity. Not only her territories thus sharply demarcated from the rest of the world, buf nature has
pla ithin_her boundaries almost all resources that are needed for developing a rich and

@ vcreative life. j’%indian geography has facilitated unity and continuity of her history as a country:
Attempts to éither divide or to expand it beyond its natural frontiers have mostly failed.

numerous _populations
@ The tt{mperat;)re varies from extremely hot to extremely cold. The temperate, the tropical and the
c’

The vastness of the land has influenced the mind of Indian in two ways. One, the great variety in
landscape, climate and conditions of life prepared in the mind a readiness to accept differences.
Two, the vast spaces also offered room for slow infiltration by newcomers and allowed each
locality unhampered scope of development along its own lines.

The geographic unity of the country has had its effects on the economic life of the people. The size
of the country and quality of land permitted a gradual increase in population and expansion of
cultivation. The fact that India has continually developed and maintained an agricultural economy
for almost four thousand years explains the tenacity of her culture and traditions. The primarily
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central problem of India in the 21st century is the challenge of accommodating the aspirﬁM

different groups in the vision of ‘New-adia’. The followingthapters are an attempt to underst e
issues ingreater detail and identify possible solutions.
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agricultural nature of the economy led to the development of common characteristics and a
common outlook.

The geographical unity. is easily missed in her vastnéss and variety. A permanent and
characteristically Indian expression of unity is found in orks of shrines and sacred places

spread throughout the country. The visit to holy places as an imperative religious duty has made
travelling a habit for Indians. Similarly, the multitude of monuments associated with different

religions which have adorned the land influence the geographlca'consciouslryifa large number
of people.

. Religious Factors

India is a multi-religious country. There are seven major religious groups in India. Religion is both
a factor of unity and diversity in Indian society. All religious groups are differentiated internall@
Caste and caste-like status groups are found in Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism. Within
homogenous society religion plays a highly integrative role but by the same token in a muilti-
religious society religion can become an issue of contention and lead to conflicts. Traditionally
different religious groups have lived in India in more or less peaceful coexistence.

There are two major aspects of any religion, the spiritual and the temporal.

The spiritual aspect of religion is quite similar in all religions. In every religion and emphasis is
placed on moral conduct and transcendence of the selfish ego. While this aspect of religion is a
matter of personal devotion, the temporal aspect is always related o group identity and solidarity
maintained by religious rituals and the community’s beliefs. At a temporal level, different
religious groups differ from each other.

In India, there has nojxkeen only a great degree of religious tolerance among different religious
communities, but sor@religious places have acquired a character and popularity that gog%
beyond a single religious community. Si ly, some religious festivals are celebrated by man
religious communities. Places like Varanasi, Ujjain, Amritsar, Mathura, Bodhgaya, Vaishno DL%
Tirupati and Ajmer sheriff are some such religious centres. Lt

ome religious festivals like Diwali, Dussehra and Holi havualistic and cuyltural.

hile the ritualistic aspect is resiricied to Hindus, the cultural aspect is more or less celebrated by
all the communities. Christmas and Id-ul-Fitr are also celebrated at many places bW
religious groups.

Persian Sufism took a new shade of colour in India. Poets like Ramanand and Kabir tr‘ijedﬁ best

combine Hinduism and Islam. Further, while Muslims borrowed caste from Hindu indus
borrowed purdah from Muslims.

Religion, however, is also a factor of diversity and animosity. The country was partitioned into
India and Pakistan primarily on religious and communal lines. Communalism which breeds ha(g@
and violence against other religions is the result of fundamentalism. Fundamentalism is an attitude

of some religious people who emphasise the letter of religious dogmas over the underlying
spirit. It is a product of ignorance as well as deliberate mischief by vested interests to gain political

and economic gains by exploiting religious sentiments of the faithful.

. Cultural Factors

The story of Indian culture is one of continuity, synthesis and enrichment. Culture is also a source of
unity as well as diversity like religion. Powerful kingdoms and empires such as the Mauryas and the
Guptas did not aggressively intervene in social and cultural matters, leaving much diversity intact.
Although Islam was the politically dominant religion in large parts of the country for several
centuries it did not offend the Hindu social structure. Nor did Hinduism, which was demographically
and otherwise dominant, seek to eliminate the beliefs and practices of other religions.

21
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An immense variety of habits, practices and customs of the people are recorded in different
geographical regions. The distribution of material traits such as dress, habitation, art and crafts,
variety of food, their preparation makes India a living example of cultural diversity.

The role played by Indian religion,p iloso and literature in bringing about unity are
conspicuous. Social institutions Iik 2 and found throughout the country are typically

Indian._Likewise, similarities in art forms engraved on_temples and palaces have geénerated a

—

feeling of ‘gggﬂ@%uﬂher in spite > of their distinctiveness coexistence is celebratW
Political Factors

It is generally believed that Indian civilization was social and cultural continuity rather than political.
Order and stability were maintained not by means of state but through culture and society. The
vastness of the country’s extreme diversity of h sncal feature n_anwy_gf_nages_castes
creeds and langua his also
accounts for the fact that political unity is not the normal characteristic of ancient and medieval
Indian history.

However, the idea of bringing the whole country under one central authority has always been.on the

minds aof great kings an !“ of India. It was with this purpose that the kings of ancient India

state. Even British India was split up into about 600 states, independent and autonomous. The

oclaimed the idea of ‘@]
= ol
In a sense, India has never been a well-organised political unit under the government of a single

\

British tried to establish political unification under a paramount power with regard to the defence,
external relations, foreign policy and economic matters within the whole of India.

After independence though India was unified politically and administratively, it was divided between
India and Pakistan.

After independence, the idea of the unity of India was expressed in th€ jnstitution of ‘Nation?. It is
the productof freedom movements as well as the constitutional legacy of British rule. There is
political and administrative unity today but ut there are different political parties and diverse political

ideologies. Therefore, politics is a factor of unity and %

Linguistic Factors

Language is another source of cultural diversity as well as unity. Language too, like religion, can
forge a collective identity as well as be a source of conflict. Linguistic diversity has posed
administrative and political problems in India. Linguistic separatism has a strong emotional appeal
and often been used for political mobilizations in India. This aspect is dealt with in detail in the
chapter on Regionalism. Though there is bewildering diversity in languages in India, there is a
fundamental unity found in the ideas and expressions in them.

For details, Refer Chapter 1 (Multi-linguistic society)
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