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UNITED SATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

GAINESVILLE DIVISION

ROPHEAL McGEE, JR.,

Plaintiff,

vs. CASE NO:  1:25-cv-36-AW/HTC

CITY OF GAINESVILLE and
CASEY WALSH,

Defendants.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Tallahassee, Florida

        August 13, 2025

2:51 p.m.

VIDEOCONFERENCE DEPOSITION OF:

ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN
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A P P E A R A N C E S:

FARNITA SAUNDERS-HILL, ESQUIRE
Rachel Spencer, Paralegal
Marie A. Mattox, P.A.
203 North Gadsden Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-7637

Appearing on behalf of the Plaintiff.

MATTHEW J. CARSON, ESQUIRE
Sniffen & Spellman, P.A.
123 North Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-1509

Appearing on behalf of the Defendants.

ALSO PRESENT:  Ropheal McGee, Jr.
Casey Walsh

- - - - - 

I N D E X 

TESTIMONY OF ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN:

Direct Examination by Ms. Saunders-Hill  3

CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER                           27

SUBSCRIPTION OF DEPONENT 28

For the Record Reporting, Inc.
850-222-5491

fortherecord@tallahasseecourtreporting.com

Case 1:25-cv-00036-AW-HTC     Document 23-16     Filed 10/17/25     Page 3 of 29



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

3

The videoconference deposition of 

ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN was taken on behalf 

of the Defendant on Wednesday, August 13, 

2025, beginning at 2:51 p.m. and hosted by 

For the Record Reporting, Inc., 519 East

Park Avenue, Tallahassee, Florida, before 

Melissa Copenhaver, Court Reporter and 

Notary Public, State of Florida at Large.

- - - - -

THE REPORTER:  We are swearing in the witness

based on the Supreme Court Administrative Order

Number AOSC20-23.

[Witness sworn]

Whereupon,

ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN,

having been first duly sworn by the reporter, testified

as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Good afternoon, Officer Milman.  How are you

doing?  

A Well.  And you?  

Q Good.  Good.  Good.

My name is Farnita Hill and I'm going to be

taking your deposition today.  I represent Mr. Ropheal
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McGee in a lawsuit that he's brought against the City

of Gainesville Police Department and an officer,

Officer Walsh, in her individual capacity.  

My purpose for having you here today is to

ask you questions about what you may know about your

involvement in this incident that resulted in Mr. McGee

having been injured as a result of a dog bite.  

A Yeah.  

[Whereupon, a discussion was had off the

record, after which the following transpired:]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q So are you currently employed with the --

well, let me ask you this.  Can you -- let me back up.

Can you please state your full legal name for

the record?  

A Andrew Milman.  Andrew Charles Milman.  

Q Okay.  Thank you for that.  

Mr. Milman, have you ever had your deposition

taken before?  

A Yes, ma'am.  

Q Okay.  When was the last time you gave

deposition testimony?  

A Last week.  

Q Okay.  All right.  Were you associated -- was

this associated with a case with the Gainesville Police
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Department or something personal?  

A A case with the Gainesville Police

Department.  

Q Okay.  All right.  So what are you -- tell

me, what is your current position with the Gainesville

Police Department?  

A I'm a police officer with the Gainesville

Police Department working Patrol.  

Q Okay.  And when did you start working with

Gainesville Police Department?  

A In February of 2019.  

Q Okay.  And when you started, did you start --

although you're a patrol officer now, when you started,

were you also a patrol officer?  

A Yes.  

[Whereupon, a discussion was had off the

record, after which the following transpired:]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q So do you have -- you're on patrol, Officer

Milman.  Are there like certain areas that you patrol

within the City of Gainesville or it's just wherever

you're called and you're dispatched, you just go there. 

Do you have a certain zone?  

A I do work a certain zone.  

Q Okay.  Tell me how -- how -- I don't know the
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City of Gainesville, but how do you identify that zone

where you work?  

A We identify it by a letter.  So, like Alpha,

Bravo, Charlie, Echo.  

Q Okay.  

A It's subject to change on a daily basis.

Q Got you.  So you have the opportunity to work

around the city sometimes, just depends on where you

needed?

A Correct.   

Q Okay.  All right.  What zone are you working

in today?  

A I'm not working right now.  I work nights, so

I'm not in a zone.  I'm just -- I'll probably work

tonight, but I'm not in a zone right now.  I'm working

-- this is overtime.  

Q Got you.  What are your typical hours?  Like,

what shift do you work?  

A Ordinarily like 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 

Q Okay.  Are your shifts mainly like 12-hour

shifts?  

A We do - in a two week period the majority of

them are 12 hour shifts and then we have one eight-

hour shift.  

Q Okay.  What did you do to prepare for your
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deposition today, if anything?  

[Whereupon, a videoconference technicality

occurred, after which the following transpired:]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Okay.  All right.  So you just testified that

you can't recall anything that was placed in writing to

document this incident; is that correct?  

A No.  I said that I did not complete a

supplement report.  

Q Okay.  But do you recall anything that you

prepared to -- that you wrote as a supplemental report

or any type of report to document what you witnessed at

the scene related to Mr. McGee, Mr. Ropheal McGee?  

A I did not write a supplemental report.  

Q Okay.  All right.  I understand you did not

write a supplemental report, but this is a slightly

different question.  Did you prepare any written

documents to document what you witnessed in this

incident?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  All right.  And to make this easier,

sir, if you can just kindly wait for me to ask the

question before you start to answer, it'll sort of

avoid us talking at the same time.  I'll certainly try

my best to not talk over you, and if you can do the
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same, we'll make the court reporter happy today.  

And that happens sometimes if you try to

anticipate my question.  If you do that, you'll

probably start answering ahead of time.  So if you can

just hang out for a moment for me to finish the

question, that would help.  

All right.  So do you recall the incident

that occurred on November 7th, 2021, where you reported

to a location where it was believed that Ropheal McGee

was located?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  Do you recall how you may have been

dispatched to that scene?  

A Officer Hickey informed me that there was

potentially a wanted subject, and he requested for

additional units to come and potentially make contact

with a wanted subject.  

Q Okay.  And did you report based on Officer

Hickey's directive for you to arrive at the scene?  

A Officer Hickey requested me to respond to the

scene, so I did.  

Q Okay.  All right.  And when you got there,

tell me, what did you do?  

A So we were aware that there was a wanted

person.  We were briefed on a picture.  Like, we looked
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at a picture.  We were aware of the -- what he was

wanted for, and we went to his apartment.  Officer

Hickey set off his car alarm, he came out, we gave him

commands, he tried to run, and he was ultimately

apprehended.  

Q Okay.  All right.  Let's back up just a

little bit.  

You said that -- well, let me just ask you

where exactly were -- once you arrived at the scene,

were you located in any, like, close to or close

proximity to any of the other officers who were also

present?  

A I don't understand the question.  Yes.  We

all responded to the scene.  So, yes.  

Q Okay.  Well, let me ask it in a different

way.  That wasn't quite my question.  

My question was, do you remember or recall

where you were located in relation to the other

officers?  In other words, were you close to them, was

someone right next to you or you in a different

location on the property?  

A At what point in time in the call?  

Q When you arrived.  When you initially

arrived, where were you stationed on the property?  Do

you remember?  
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A I don't recall.  

Q Okay.  All right.  At some point, were you

stationed in an area where you were -- your -- your

identity was concealed, whether it's behind a tree or a

bush or whatever?  Do you remember?  

A We were under a tree, but we were all very

clearly identifiable as law enforcement officers.  We

were all in full uniform.  

Q Okay.  All right.  So let's talk about that

since you introduced that statement.  Was it at night?  

A It was.  

Q Okay.  So were you initially behind some sort

of shrubbery or trees?  

A No.  We were under a tree.  

Q So you were under a tree.  Okay.  How do you

know that you were fully identifiable, just because you

were wearing your uniform?  

A Yes.  That says police with a police badge

with Gainesville Police Department insignia.  

Q Okay.  So if -- and so just because you are

wearing your police uniform with a badge and police

insignia, is someone supposed to know that you're a

police officer in the dark under a tree?  

MR. CARSON:  Object to form. 

You can answer if you can, Officer.  
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THE WITNESS:  I personally would say that I

would be able to identify someone as a police

officer in a full police uniform. 

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:   

Q Okay.  Now, at this time, since you said that

-- you know, you've testified that someone should be

able to identify you, had you identified yourself

before we made contact?  

A So you're asking if I walked through the

complex saying, I'm the police?  

Q I'm asking you if you identified yourself at

any time to Mr. McGee.  That's my question.  Before you

made contact with him, had you identified yourself to

Mr. McGee?  

A Yes.  

Q And how did you do that?  

A Gainesville Police, stop.

Q And when did you do that?  

A When he came out, we identified ourselves. 

He turned around and he ran.  

Q Okay.  All right.  Have you spoken with any

other officers regarding your testimony here today?  

A No.  I mean, we've talked about the case

since the case, but not about this testimony.  

Q Okay.  All right.  And anytime before you
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made contact with Mr. McGee, did you go to his house to

communicate with him at all?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  At any time before you made contact

with Mr. McGee, did you knock on his door and not

announce your presence there?  

A No.

Q Okay.  All right.  So only after he came out

of his home did you say Gainesville Police Department;

correct?  

A Correct.

Q Okay.  And so before you announced yourself

and you were under the tree, do you know whether or not

Mr. McGee saw you or knew that you were there?  

A I don't know.  

Q Okay.  All right.  So you said Mr. McGee came

out of his -- the residence or wherever he was located

and he came outside?  

A He did.  

Q Okay.  And when he came outside, what did you

see him -- well, at this time, had someone triggered

his alarm on his vehicle?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  Who did that?  

A Officer Hickey.  
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Q Okay.  And so once the alarm had been

triggered and Mr.  -- tell me, what did you see once

Mr. McGee came outside of his home after the alarm was

triggered?  

A He was walking towards his truck.  

Q Okay.  And did he ever make it to his truck

to see what may have triggered the alarm?  Do you know? 

A He did not make it all the way to his truck.  

Q Okay.  What do you remember, if anything,

that Mr. McGee is doing while, I guess, trying to

figure out how his alarm was triggered?  

A He was just walking to his truck.  

Q Okay.  And then as he's walking to his truck,

is that when you made an announcement, Gainesville

Police Department?

A No.  That is when Corporal Walsh and Officer

Hickey made the announcement.  

Q Okay.  And then after they made the

announcement, what happened?  

A He turned and he began to run back in the

direction of his apartment.  And as he ran, Corporal

Walsh released her K-9 partner and he was ultimately

apprehended.  

Q Did the K-9 bite him? 

A Yes.  
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Q Okay.  Did you see the injuries?  

A Yes.  

Q Did you try to -- did you try in any way to

assist him with medical treatment?  

A Yes.  I put the tourniquet on his arm that

stopped the bleeding.  

Q Okay.  Did you at any time hear -- do you --

are you a K-9 officer?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  Did you at any time hear Officer, or 

I'm sorry, Corporal Walsh direct the dog to stop biting

Mr. McGee?  

A Corporal Walsh was -- as soon as we got there

to the dog, she was actively trying to get Stern to end

it because we had -- we're getting him in handcuffs. 

Q All right.  All right.  And tell me, what do

you -- what do you mean when you said -- what does she

do exactly to get him to comply?  

A You would have to ask Corporal Walsh that. 

Different K-9 handlers do different things.  

Q Okay.  Based on -- and you were present

there; correct?  

A I was present.  

Q And based on you being there present and

having firsthand knowledge, tell me, did you hear
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anything that would indicate she tried to get the dog

off of Mr. McGee?  

A I don't recall.  I was focused on Mr. McGee

and his hands.   

Q Okay.  Did you -- where did -- did you see

anything that Corporal Walsh did to try to get the dog

to retreat and let go of Mr. McGee's arm?  

A I was focused on Mr. McGee's hands, so I'm

not sure what Corporal Walsh did.  But I know that the

dog -- as soon as we got there and got him in under

control, she got the dog off of him.  

Q Okay.  She got the dog off of him.  

Did you do anything to try to get the dog off

of him?  

A No.   

Q Okay.  Why not?  

A Because that's not my job or responsibility. 

I don't know.  I'm not a K-9 handler.  I don't know

what K-9 handlers do with their dogs.  That's between

them, so it's not -- there's nothing that I could do.  

Q All right.  So do you believe you had -- do

you believe that you had a duty to intervene and help

get the dog off of someone who's screaming that really

hurts.  

A We actively were doing that.  
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Q Okay.  Getting the dog off of him? 

A Corporal Walsh was actively getting the dog

off of him.  

Q You said we.  Does that involve you?  

A My responsibility is to control his hands to

make sure that there is no weapons.  So I was assisting

in that aspect of getting the dog off.  But did I do

anything with the dog?  No.  

Q Did you see any weapons on Mr. McGee?  

A I did not.  

Q At any time when you apprehended Mr. McGee,

did he ever make any verbal threats to you that would

make you be afraid of him?  

A I don't recall.  

Q Okay.  Did he at any time try to make

physical contact and maybe punch you in the face?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  Let me -- going to share with you. 

When was the last time you reviewed your body-worn

video?  

A Today.  

Q Okay.  And do you know, were you able to

identify -- well, let me ask you this.  Your -- was

your body-worn camera operative, at least the video

portion of it operative on this day in question?  
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A Yes.  

Q What about the audio portion, was it

operative as well?  

A Yes.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  All right.  I'd

like to share.  So I'm going to share a video with

you and let me know when you can see it before

you.

[Whereupon, a video was published for the

record.] 

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  For some reason this is

not wanting to allow the audio to come through. 

Let's see here if I can get it to work.  

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q While I'm trying to get this to work, how

close were you to the -- the K-9, Stern?

MR. CARSON:  Object to form. 

You can answer if you can.

THE WITNESS:  At what point?

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q At the moment you were -- you had not

approached Mr. McGee to identify yourself, were you

anywhere near the dog?  

A Probably five to seven feet behind the dog.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  I don't know why
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this is not wanting to play with the audio, and I

do apologize.  It's not really coming through just

right.  It's been playing all day and for some

reason it's kind of stopped on me.  

[Whereupon, a discussion was had off the

record, after which the following transpired:]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Okay.  Well, Officer, Let me ask you a -- ask

you a question since I can't get this to come up.  

Do you recall how long it may have taken for

-- or approximately how long it may have taken for the

emergency responders to come to the scene?  

A I don't have an exact number.  We requested

them hot, which means as fast as they can get there.  

Q Okay.  And do you know, did you make that

call to EMS or did someone else?  Did another officer

do that?  

A I did not.  

Q Okay.  Do you recall an Officer Sevor being

on the scene with you as well?  

A Officer Sevor, yes. 

Q Sevor, okay.

Any other officers?  I think we've identified

Corporal Walsh.  We've talked about Officer -- I think

we talked about Officer Hickey also being on the scene;
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correct?  

A Correct.

[Whereupon, a videoconference technicality

occurred, after which the following transpired:]

[Whereupon, a video was published for the

record.]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Officer Milman, is this your -- the body cam

video from -- is it your -- do you recognize this as

your body cam video?  

A Yes.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  All right. 

Rachel, can you go back to the beginning and we'll

stop right here.  I just need the first -- I think

you stopped it -- I can't really see.  Can you

enlarge that just a little bit?  

Okay.  All right.  Let's just start there. 

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q And, Officer Milman, while we're watching

this, do you -- does your like body cam videos -- like

the first maybe minute, is the audio just sort of like

muted where you can't really hear anything? 

A Correct.  

Q Okay.  

A Well, no.  When the body camera is turned on,
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it automatically goes back a minute with no audio.  

Q Okay.  Okay.  So what -- what's the purpose

of that, if you know?  Like what's going on?  Because

you can't really hear anything during the first part of

it that it kicks in.  

A I mean, I don't -- I don't create the

software.  That's just how the way our body cameras

work.  

Q Okay.  And I didn't ask you if you created

the software.  I just wanted to ask you, do you know

what -- do you know what's going on?  If not, then

that's perfectly fine.  

A I don't know.  

Q Okay.  All right.  So here's the beginning. 

What's going on here?  Are you in this frame anywhere? 

Well, you -- I guess you're not in the frame.  But who

is to the left in this frame?  

A Officer Hickey.  

Q Okay.  And the officer -- I'm sorry, Corporal

Walsh is there with the dog?  

A Correct.   

Q Okay.  Now, at this -- at this juncture, is

it your testimony that if you've made an announcement

where you're located, that Mr. McGee can see you from

where you're located behind the trees and the cars that
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are there?  

A Well, Mr. McGee is not in frame, so he

wouldn't be able to see us from his apartment.  

Q Correct.  And that's - he's not outside, so

he doesn't know you're there; correct?  

A Correct.  

[Whereupon, the video continues.] 

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Now that you've watched that, Officer Milman,

between the time there's an order to get on the ground,

did you see that Mr. McGee was already on the ground? 

As you guys are giving demands, he was already --

commands, he's already on the ground?

A No, that is not correct.  He was running.  

Q Okay.  All right.  It's your contention that

he was running?  

A Correct.  

Q Okay.  All right.  That's fine.  

Did you ever visit the hospital after Mr.

McGee was taken for medical care?  

A I did respond to the hospital.  

Q Okay.  And what did you do when you got

there?  

A If you're talking about in, like, making

contact with Mr. McGee, I didn't do anything.  I
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believe that I responded there to pick up Officer

Hickey.  Honestly, I don't recall why I responded

there.    

Q Okay.  All right.  All right.  So there's no

written report that you provided.  And did anyone ask

you any questions about your version of the event?  

A Not that I recall.  

Q Okay.  Who was your supervisor at the time,

do you recall? 

A I don't recall.  

Q Okay.  Do you know if -- was there Sergeant

Owens there at the time?  

A You mean working at the Gainesville Police

Department?  

Q At the time of this incident, yes. 

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  Was Sergeant Owens your supervisor?  

A He was not my supervisor.  

Q And you don't know your sergeant at that

time?   

A At the time of the that specific case, no.  I

do not.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  I'm going to check

my notes and I may not have any more questions for

you.  Give me just one moment, please.  
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[Examining]  

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Okay.  Officer Milman, have you ever heard of

the City of Gainesville's response to resistance

policies?  

A Yes.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  I'm going to show

you a document really quickly.  I think I

previously marked this as Plaintiff's Exhibit 6.  

[Whereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit Number 6 was

published for the record.]

BY MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  

Q Are you able to see the document before you?  

A I am.  

Q Okay.  All right.  This I will represent to

you is Response to Resistance.  And it was revised

March 17th, 2021.  It's a 17-page document.  The

portion that I'd like to bring your attention to states

that -- well, the purpose of this policy is that GPD's

highest priority is safeguarding the life, dignity and

liberty of all persons.  

The order establishes guidelines and

procedures for the use of force by sworn department

members active in their scope of employment.  My

question to you is, at the time of this incident, were
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you working in the course and scope of your -- your

duties for the Gainesville Police Department?  

A I was.  

Q Okay.  We talked about this earlier.  I'd

like to bring your attention to (B) Establish

communication.  It says:

Communication with non-compliant subjects is

most often most effective when officers establish

rapport, use the proper voice and intonation, ask

questions and provide advice to diffuse conflict

and achieve voluntary compliance before resorting

to force options.  

I think you testified earlier that you had

not made contact with Mr. McGee prior to approaching

him or at least before he came out of the house; is

that correct?  

A That is correct.  

Q Okay.  I'd like to bring your attention to

Page 6 of this document.  Let's see here.  This

document on Page 6 talks about notifying a field

supervisor immediately.  It says here:

Remain at the scene until arrival of the

appropriate supervisor for incidents involving

serious or life threatening injuries unless

exigent circumstances exist.  
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My question to you is, do you recall whether

or not after this incident was there supervisor who

arrived on the scene?  Sergeant, major, anybody?  

A For any use of force, the sergeant has to

come.  So, yes. 

Q Okay.  So you -- do you remember the name of

the sergeant who arrived on the scene afterwards?  

A No.  

Q Okay.  But you're sure that a sergeant showed

up or at least someone in a supervisory capacity

arrived on the scene?  

A Yes.  

Q Okay.  Just don't know who it is?  

A Yes.  

Q And how certain are you that a supervisor

arrived on the scene?  

A Fair.  I mean, fairly.  I don't recall, but

they -- for as long as I've been at Gainesville Police

Department, if there's a use of force, a supervisor

comes.  But, I mean, I don't recall who it is.  

Q Okay.  

A Or who it was.  

Q Do you recall the community having some

concerns?  Are you aware of the community having some

concerns about the K-9 Unit?  The number of dog bites
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they'd experienced from the Gainesville Police

Department's K-9 Unit?  

A I don't understand the question.  

Q The question is, are you aware of any

concerns from the community about the Gainesville

Police Department's K-9 Unit?  Did you ever hear

anything about that in the community?  

A I haven't heard any community members speak

to me directly about that.  

Q Okay.  Did you hear it around the force,

Police Department?  

A No.  All of the people I talk to within the

Gainesville Police Department and like that, you know,

we have respect the K-9 Unit.  

MS. SAUNDERS-HILL:  Okay.  All right.  Okay. 

I don't think I have anything further of this

officer.  Thank you very much, sir.  

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.  

MR. CARSON:  He'll read through me.  

Thanks, Officer Milman.  

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.  

[Whereupon, the reading and signing of the

videoconference deposition was reserved.]

[Whereupon, the foregoing videoconference

deposition concluded at 3:30 p.m.]
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C E R T I F I C A T E

STATE OF FLORIDA:

COUNTY OF SEMINOLE:

I, Melissa Copenhaver, Court Reporter and 

Notary Public, State of Florida at Large, do hereby

certify that I reported the videoconference deposition

of ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN, and that the said witness was

first duly sworn by me.

I further certify that the foregoing pages

numbered 3 through 26, inclusive, prepared under my

direction and supervision, constitute a true, complete

and accurate transcript of said witness to the best of

my skill and ability.

I further certify that I am not of counsel

for, nor related to any party herein or attorney

involved herein, nor am I financially interested in the

outcome of this action.

WITNESS MY HAND this 24th day of September

2025.

Melissa Copenhaver            
MELISSA COPENHAVER

For the Record Reporting, Inc.
Court Reporter, Notary Public, 
State of Florida at Large
Commission Number HH 562022
Expiration September 28, 2028
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SUBSCRIPTION OF DEPONENT

I, ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN, have read the

foregoing videoconference deposition given by me

on August 13, 2025, in Tallahassee, Florida, and

the following corrections, if any, should be made

in the transcript:

PAGE     LINE     CORRECTION AND REASON

Subject to the above corrections, if any, my

testimony reads as given by me in the foregoing

videoconference deposition.

SIGNED this          day of ________ 2025.

                                  
              ANDREW CHARLES MILMAN
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