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A BILL TO
make provision for British citizenship and national status on a pre-1949 descent footing; to limit transmissibility of citizenship acquired by grant; to provide for settlement only after long residence and quantified contribution; to establish automated integrity review for conditional statuses and settlement; to restrict entry by reference to a published list of restricted states; and for connected purposes.
BE IT ENACTED by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Temporal and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-
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PART 1
PRELIMINARY
1 Short title and commencement
(1) This Act may be cited as the British Indigeneity and Citizenship Act 2026.
(2) This Act comes into force on such day as the Secretary of State may by regulations appoint; and different days may be appointed for different purposes.
2 The 1948 cut-off
(1) In this Act “the Cut-off Date” means 1 January 1949.
(2) References in this Act to “pre-1949” are references to times before the Cut-off Date.
3 General rule: no citizenship by birthplace alone
(1) A person does not acquire British citizenship by reason only of birth in the United Kingdom.
(2) British citizenship and other statuses exist only as provided by this Act.
4 Interpretation
In this Act-
“the Office of Dominion” (“the Office”) means the Office established by section 16;
“National Register” means the Register maintained under section 17;
“Recognised State or Territory” means a state or territory listed in Schedule 1;
“Restricted State” means a state listed in Schedule 2;
“State-Threat State” means a state listed in Schedule 2A;
“Restricted Travel Document” has the meaning given in Schedule 2, Part 4;
“Integrity Review” means a review under Part 5;
“settlement” means indefinite leave granted under section 21.
PART 2
NATIONAL STATUSES
5 Categories of status
(1) The following statuses are recognised; and where a person qualifies for more than one, the highest status applies-
(a) Indigenous British Citizen;
(b) Hereditary British Citizen;
(c) Conditional British Citizen;
(d) British Subject;
(e) Visitor.
(2) No other national status is recognised.
(3) A person has no entitlement to any status except as provided by this Act.
(4) After commencement, no person may acquire status by naturalisation, registration or ministerial discretion except as expressly provided by this Act.
6 Indigenous British Citizen
(1) A person is an Indigenous British Citizen if-
(a) the person was born in the United Kingdom; and
(b) the person proves that at least three of the person’s grandparents satisfy the Pre-1949 Genealogical Test in section 13.
(2) The evidential standard is the balance of probabilities.
(3) Indigenous citizenship is not subject to Integrity Review.
(4) An Indigenous British Citizen may be deprived of citizenship only for treason, terrorism or espionage as provided by Part 6 (and not otherwise).
7 Hereditary British Citizen
(1) A person is a Hereditary British Citizen if-
(a) descended, by blood or lawful adoption, from an Indigenous British Citizen; and
(b) born in the United Kingdom or in a Recognised State or Territory; and
(c) the person completes prescribed assimilation requirements within the Assimilation Window.
(2) A person is also a Hereditary British Citizen if-
(a) the person is a national of a Recognised State or Territory;
(b) the person lawfully marries an Indigenous British Citizen or a confirmed Hereditary British Citizen;
(c) the marriage is subsisting and the parties have cohabited for at least 12 months; and
(d) the person completes prescribed assimilation requirements within the Assimilation Window.
(3) “Assimilation Window” means five years beginning with the day the person is first recorded as a Hereditary Applicant on the National Register; extendable once by two years for good cause.
(4) Until confirmation, a person meeting subsection (1)(a) and (b), or subsection (2)(a) and (b), is a Hereditary Applicant and is treated as a British Subject for the duration of the Assimilation Window.
(5) A person does not qualify under subsection (2) if the person is-
(a) a national of a state listed in Schedule 2 Part 1; or
(b) travelling on a Restricted Travel Document.
(6) A Hereditary British Citizen is not subject to Integrity Review once confirmed.
8 Conditional British Citizen
(1) A person is a Conditional British Citizen if-
(a) the person was born in the United Kingdom or held British citizenship immediately before commencement; and
(b) the person is descended from a line involving naturalisation or registration on or after the Cut-off Date; and
(c) the person does not qualify under section 6 or 7.
(2) Conditional citizenship-
(a) is subject to Integrity Review;
(b) is not transmissible beyond the second United Kingdom-born generation;
(c) is not transmissible where the child is born outside the United Kingdom;
(d) lapses after a continuous absence from the United Kingdom of more than five years; and
(e) is revocable in accordance with Part 5.
(3) Where classification would render a child stateless, the Office must grant the child Conditional British Citizen (provisional) until age 18; and that provisional status expires at 18 unless upgraded under this Act.
9 Conditional citizenship by grant: annual cap
(1) The Secretary of State may grant Conditional British Citizenship to a person who-
(a) has lawfully resided in the United Kingdom for at least 15 years;
(b) passes an Integrity Review with a score not less than the Settlement Threshold in section 26; and
(c) meets prescribed language and civic knowledge requirements.
(2) Grants under this section are subject to an annual numerical cap (“the Cap”).
(3) The Cap must be set for each calendar year by regulations subject to the affirmative procedure.
(4) A grant under this section does not convert the person to Indigenous or Hereditary status.
10 British Subject
(1) A person is a British Subject if the person-
(a) is a Hereditary Applicant under section 7(4); or
(b) is granted settlement under section 21; or
(c) is prescribed by regulations as falling within a historic protection class.
(2) British Subject status-
(a) is personal to the holder and not transmissible;
(b) is subject to Integrity Review; and
(c) is revocable in accordance with Part 5.
11 Visitor
(1) A person is a Visitor if the person holds no other status under this Part and is lawfully present under leave granted under Part 4.
(2) A Visitor has no right to settlement, to public funds, or to work, except as regulations may provide for specified short activities for a period not exceeding 12 months.
12 Finality of classification
(1) Where classification is in doubt, the Office must conduct an Integrity Review.
(2) Pending completion, the person has no entitlement to remain beyond 28 days unless the Office grants interim leave under Part 4.
(3) A classification decision is final subject only to an appeal on a question of law under section 28.
PART 3
GENEALOGY, EVIDENCE AND IDENTITY
13 The Pre-1949 Genealogical Test
(1) A person satisfies the Pre-1949 Genealogical Test if the person proves that the relevant ancestor-
(a) was born in the United Kingdom; and
(b) was, immediately before the Cut-off Date, a British subject otherwise than by naturalisation; and
(c) was ordinarily resident in the United Kingdom at a time prescribed by regulations.
(2) Regulations may make provision about adoption, Crown service, and equivalent evidence.
14 Genealogical certification; use of DNA
(1) A claim under section 6 or 7 must be supported by documentary evidence authenticated by an Office-approved authority.
(2) The Office may require DNA testing only for the purpose of verifying claimed biological relationship where documentary evidence is incomplete or disputed.
(3) Falsification or material misrepresentation is an either-way offence punishable by up to ten years’ imprisonment or an unlimited fine; conviction voids any status obtained and bars future claims.
15 Home Nation identifier on documents
(1) A British citizen may request that a passport include a Home Nation identifier (“English”, “Welsh”, “Scottish”, or “Irish”).
(2) The identifier is evidential and declaratory only and does not create additional rights.
(3) Regulations may prescribe evidential indicators for an identifier.
PART 4
ADMINISTRATION, ENTRY AND SETTLEMENT
16 Office of Dominion
(1) An Office of Dominion is established for the purposes of this Act.
(2) The Office is to exercise the functions conferred by or under this Act.
(3) In exercising its functions the Office may draw staff, property, systems, data access and operational support from-
(a) the Home Office, and
(b) the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office,
and the Secretary of State may by directions make provision for transfers, secondments and shared services.
(4) The Office may act jointly with any public authority for the purposes of classification, Integrity Review, enforcement and removals.
17 National Register
(1) The Office must establish and maintain a National Register of all persons holding or claiming status under Part 2.
(2) The Register must integrate immigration, passport, taxation, benefits, criminal records and prescribed security data, to enable automated Integrity Review.
(3) Public authorities must provide information to the Office for the purposes of this Act, in accordance with regulations.
18 General requirement for leave
(1) A person who is not a British citizen requires leave to enter or remain, unless this Act provides otherwise.
(2) Leave is either limited leave or settlement.
19 Restricted States and restricted travel documents
(1) A person who is a national of a state listed in Schedule 2 Part 1 may not be granted leave, except as provided by subsection (6).
(2) A person who is a national of a state listed in Schedule 2 Part 2 may not be granted-
(a) settlement,
(b) Conditional British Citizenship by grant (section 9), or
(c) leave of a description prescribed by regulations as “restricted leave”.
(3) A person who is a national of Turkmenistan may not be granted settlement or any status upgrade under Part 2 by grant or confirmation, except as provided by subsection (6).
(4) A person travelling on a Restricted Travel Document may not be granted leave, except as provided by subsection (6).
(5) A person who is a national of a State-Threat State may not be granted-
(a) settlement,
(b) Conditional British Citizenship by grant (section 9), or
(c) restricted leave,
except where the Office certifies entry or presence as serving a specific and compelling national interest of the United Kingdom.
(6) Regulations may provide limited exceptions for any case within subsections (1) to (4), including (without limitation)-
(a) existing leave holders on commencement,
(b) diplomats and official missions,
(c) athletes and accredited sporting delegations,
(d) transit and removals logistics,
(e) emergency medical evacuation,
(f) entry certified by the Office as serving a specific and compelling national interest of the United Kingdom,
but any exception must be narrowly framed and time-limited.
(7) The Secretary of State must review Schedules 2 and 2A at intervals not exceeding 12 months and may amend either Schedule by regulations subject to the affirmative procedure.
20 Limited leave
(1) Limited leave may be granted subject to conditions, including conditions about work, reporting and residence.
(2) Breach of a condition is a ground for curtailment and removal.
21 Settlement: minimum residence and quantified threshold
(1) Settlement may be granted only where the person-
(a) has completed 15 years’ continuous lawful residence in the United Kingdom under limited leave; and
(b) passes a Settlement Integrity Review under Part 5; and
(c) is not a national of a Restricted State or a State-Threat State.
(2) The Secretary of State has no discretion to waive subsection (1)(a).
(3) A person granted settlement is classified as a British Subject.
PART 5
INTEGRITY REVIEW (AUTOMATED)
22 Persons subject to review
Integrity Review applies to-
(a) Conditional British Citizens;
(b) British Subjects; and
(c) any other class prescribed by regulations for the purpose of settlement or continued residence.
23 Review cycle and triggers
(1) The Office must conduct Integrity Review at intervals not exceeding five years.
(2) A review may be triggered earlier by data updates recorded on the National Register.
24 Stage A: eligibility gates (automatic failure)
A person fails Integrity Review if any of the following apply-
(a) a certified security flag is recorded (R = 1);
(b) serious criminality (a custodial sentence of 12 months or more in the last 10 years) or a terrorism or espionage conviction;
(c) repeated or aggravated immigration breach (including fraud or sham marriage);
(d) labour-dependency ratio at or above 0.50;
(e) net tax contribution is negative;
(f) failure of prescribed language or civics tests after one retake;
(g) receipt of public funds while ineligible.
Failure at Stage A results in immediate revocation under section 27.
25 Stage B: scored assessment (integrity score S)
(1) If Stage A is passed, compute the integrity score S as follows-
S = (4×Tₖ) + (5×A) + (3×N) + (2×H) − (3×L) − (5×C) − (8×R) − (2×DP) + (3×X).
(2) For the purposes of subsection (1)-
(a) T, Tₖ, A, N, H, L, C, R, DP and X are defined by regulations; and
(b) those values must be computed from verified National Register data.
(3) Thresholds-
(a) S < 0 results in revocation;
(b) 0 ≤ S < 15 results in revocation unless the Office records prescribed compelling factors; and
(c) S ≥ 15 results in retention until the next review.
26 Settlement Threshold
(1) A person may not be granted settlement unless S ≥ 20.
(2) Regulations may raise (but not lower) the Settlement Threshold.
27 Consequences: revocation and liability to removal
(1) On failure at Stage A, or where S < 0, the person’s Conditional citizenship, British Subject status, or settlement (as applicable) is revoked automatically.
(2) Revocation takes effect immediately on entry in the National Register; and the person becomes liable to removal under Part 6.
28 Appeals (law only)
(1) A person may appeal a revocation decision to the Upper Tribunal on a question of law only within 28 days.
(2) An appeal does not suspend revocation or removal unless the Tribunal orders otherwise on a point of law.
PART 6
DEPRIVATION, REMOVAL AND ENFORCEMENT
29 Deprivation for treason, terrorism or espionage
(1) The Secretary of State may by order deprive a person of Indigenous British Citizenship or Hereditary British Citizenship only where the person has been convicted of-
(a) treason;
(b) an offence prescribed as a terrorism offence; or
(c) an offence prescribed as an espionage offence.
(2) A deprivation order under this section takes effect immediately on service.
(3) A person may appeal a deprivation order to the Upper Tribunal on a question of law only within 28 days; and an appeal does not suspend the order unless the Tribunal orders otherwise.
30 Removal directions
(1) The Secretary of State may direct removal of a person who-
(a) has no leave; or
(b) has had a status revoked under Part 5; or
(c) is a national of a Restricted State present without an exception under section 19.
(2) Regulations may make provision about removal to a safe third country.
31 Detention
A person may be detained for the purposes of removal in accordance with regulations.


SCHEDULE 1
RECOGNISED STATES AND TERRITORIES
Section 4
1  The Recognised States and Territories are-
(a) the British Overseas Territories;
(b) Ireland;
(c) Canada;
(d) Australia;
(e) New Zealand;
(f) the United States of America;
(g) Singapore;
(h) Anglophone Commonwealth Caribbean territories;
(i) Anglophone Commonwealth territories of Southern and Eastern Africa formerly under Crown administration.
2  The Secretary of State may amend this Schedule by regulations subject to the affirmative procedure.


SCHEDULE 2
RESTRICTED STATES AND RESTRICTED TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
Section 19
PART 1
FULL RESTRICTED STATES
The states listed in this Part are subject to full restrictions and entry limitations-
Afghanistan;
Burma;
Chad;
Republic of the Congo;
Equatorial Guinea;
Eritrea;
Haiti;
Iran;
Libya;
Somalia;
Sudan;
Yemen;
Burkina Faso;
Laos;
Mali;
Niger;
Sierra Leone;
South Sudan;
Syria;
PART 2
PARTIALLY RESTRICTED STATES
The states listed in this Part are subject to partial restrictions and entry limitations-
Burundi;
Cuba;
Togo;
Venezuela;
Angola;
Antigua and Barbuda;
Benin;
Cote d’Ivoire;
Dominica;
Gabon;
The Gambia;
Malawi;
Mauritania;
Nigeria;
Senegal;
Tanzania;
Tonga;
Zambia;
Zimbabwe;
PART 3
IMMIGRANTS ONLY
Turkmenistan.
PART 4
RESTRICTED TRAVEL DOCUMENTS
Travel documents issued by, endorsed by, or treated as issued by the Palestinian Authority.


SCHEDULE 2A
UNITED KINGDOM STATE-THREAT DESIGNATIONS
Section 19
The following states are designated as State-Threat States for the purposes of this Act-
The Russian Federation;
The Islamic Republic of Iran;
The People’s Republic of China;
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