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Mar. 15-16 S K  MEADOWS OVERNIGKP with  Joe motek. Moderate d i i - r ~ c u ~ z y .  
%9-2040 e 

Mar, 23 !p~.EpICaEtErn SKI TOUR. ~oursnands, get together your favor i te  
cuisine. we arenot going t oo  far, so bring your wok, ~ 1 1  
wines older than one year will be tasted by t h e  leader, ~ o b  
a old en, 543-5545. mte changed from last  issue. 

~pril 5-6 EASTER at the CLUB CABIN. celebrate Easter morning at the 
t o p  of Dttle st, Joe peak and then share i n  t he  holiday 
feqs t .  wra Bair, 728-3616. - 

mri l  9 wd. ~ r i l  meeting e l e c t i o n  ~f --neti afficerso 

yfay 17-18 MSRV MES.  ate was incorrectly announced last  issue, . 
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AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR SEKhd BICYCLES 

Pull line of ~ f x  (dirt bikes), 
commuter 3-speeds, & 10-speeds. c. 

a 

SA N SE Z) "SEKA I b i cp  !CS 
a r e  Ute -frhcs7CJfosk b'lf, 

J&a> 

2100 South Ave. W. Sam, Shirl, Bart & Dalt Braxton 
Missoula, Montana 59801 Phone 1406) 549-25 13 

"CYCLES BRAXTONw models available. 

ELBOW OVERLDOK is above the 
boatramp and campground on L,indberg.h 
Lake i n  t h e  Swan valley no r th  o f  
seeley L. Skiing on the lake surface 
was marvelous ~ e b .  24, 1980. The 
trail up to the overlook is & ~ y o l d "  
roadbed. ~t can provrde a fast trip 
down when t h e  snow i s  set up. View 
is a grand panorama up and down the 
valley and over to the Swan Range. 

lvryra Rair 

The LGL:O PASS WINTER SPORTS ARFA 
map folder has been revised and 
now ineludes Trails 4 th rouqh  T. 
~t can be obtained a t  t h e  Trisikor 
Center or at Missoula R a n g ~ r  

' 

Distr ic t  office, 2801 Pussell qt. 
G! 

IUDEIUTC3ERSWIP & SUBSCRIPTION 'FIEWALS 
Karen Raymond,  arth ha Layman, + 

~ v e l y n  pekersen, Barbara Honkala i 
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The Rocky ~oun ta inee r s  of Western Wntana, Box 4262,  iss sou la, ~ o n t a n a ,  
59806, uelcome a l l  persons interested in hiking, camping, ski-touring, 
snowshoeing, river f loat ing,  bicycling, and technical climbing--summer, 
autumn, ulnter ,  and spring. subscription t o  t he  ~ o u n t a i n  Ear i s  by 
membership: ~4.00/~ear, single;  $5.00/~ear, f d l y  ; o r  $2.00/volume t o  
out-of-town addresses. Fight issues per volume. 

OFFICERS 

................ president- w a  Bair. .728-3616 ........ Vlce-pres- Katherine peterson. 721-5200 work ............... Secretary- L e s  o jala.. .549-5263 ........... Treasurer- Arnold Finklin.. 543-8705 ......... 1st past p e s . - ~ e r r y  Kogan.. .?zI-3286 
N e w s l e t t e ~  staff-ma B a i r  and 

Virginia Vincent....-541-8078 

f 
MARCE 12th MEETING ?:30 PM ~ t :  

downstairs at the Double ~.ol?e,  122 W. Alder * 
* all Jacko will shox a program of  slides: * 

*t~dirondack Adventure" * 

M ~ Y O  8 4  LOST TRAIL HOT SPRINGS WEEKEND 5 miles south of ~ula. something 
for everybody- hot sprfngs pool, w h i r l p o l  hot tub, sauna, home- 
made soups, fresh bread, downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, 

*no ice  skating, and indoor games are;?. The first 35 reservations 
wil l  be accepted. Hyr? B a r ,  728-36l60 *snow-shoe-ers should come t 

Five days SAILING THROUGR THE SAB JUAN ISLANDS on a 30 foot  
~ a t a l i n a  sailbost with Ben mgelking. The boat sleeps 7, has 
a galley, head, ete. and costs about $90/day. b i t e  Ben at 
14956 h I  3ist circle, Rebond, Wa. 98052. 



RE-HASH. 
noderating weather j u s t  before t h e  ~ e b .  17 ski-tour brought 13 people out 
t o  ltdoll pack C r .  We were on t h e  t r a i l  a t  11 a.m. a f t e r  a 9 a.m. s t a r t  from 
 iss sou la. Taking a c a r  down t h e  Idaho s ide  of ~ o l o  pass takes  up a b i t  of 
time, but f o r  those  waiting a t  t h e  pass, hot chocolate & coffee at t h e  
v i s i t o r  Center made t h e  time pass quickly. 

The first miles was the usual  pleasant  g, easy going. The t r ack  was good 
and t h e  snow & temperatures excellent.  But a s  we stood by t h e  pack Cr. 
bridqe t h a t  awful r e a l i z a t i o n  came upon us t h a t  a l l  was not t o  be idea l .  
c k i s  were sticking! Henceforth we ALL b a t t l e d  snow freezing onto ski bottoms. 
m e n  t h e  no-wax s M s  had t o  have periodic appl ica t ions  of  paraff in.  A l i q h t  
d r i z z l e  warmed and wetted t h e  snow surface but It was s t i l l  cold beneath. 
After lunch i n  a snowbank we seemed t o  f i n d  t h e  right wax combinations and 
pragressed f a i r l y  well. We had run out o f  t r ack  shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  bridge so 
breaking t r a i l  was divided i n t o  10 mini segments. The t r i p  took 4-$ hours, 
including t h e  lunch break, 

Memebers and guests p a r t i c i p a t i n g  were * t~ndyw qeals ,  Roxanne noremus, Allison . 

 asterl ling, char les  Ranma, Werner ~ e l d ,  geby ~ohnson,  J i m  mnk, paula and 
l ~ i c o l e  ~ u l l i s ,  Jean p f t i f f e r ,  Karen Raymond, ~ o u g  w i g h t  and ~ i r g i n i a  gincent. 

Dear 'Mountaineers : 

Here is  my check for continued receipt of 
The Mountain Ear, 

It satisfies that masochistic tendency in my 
personality---to know of a l l  the good things 
you fortunate people a r e  doing who live in 
Montana, while I have become entrapped 
in th is  web of my own making-- the greed 
of my paycheck. Well, I get a whole lot of 

FRUIT SQUARES 
112 ib. b u t t e r  creamed with 

1 cup brown sugar 
Eidd 1 beaten egg d. 1/2 cup 

l i g h t  corn syrup 
Add a l t e r n a t e l y  112 cup s a w  
milk and following dry in-  
gredients:  2 11.2 cups f l o u r ,  
3 t. sal t ,  1 t. baking soda. 

To b a t t e r  mix i n  Q C r a i s i n s ,  
f o r  2 teaspoons van i l l a  & 
i f  you wish; 1 C nuts , fc.  

satisfaction from the work that I do, helping coconut. 
Spread i n  a greased 18trxi811 citizens a l l  over the country find answers to pan and bake a t  375 F f o r  

their questions about trees. The job could 20 mine May f r o s t  with . 

be done very well from Missoula, but the -pwder@d sugar* Ignne Knotek 
organizations does not think that way. -- 

Have the club members a l l  gotten copies of 
Forest  Service's Program Aid No. 1140, 
Winter Recreation Safety Guide ? Excelled 
thing for  the pocket o r  pack with safety 
tips. Jus't printed. 

Have fun,. Since rely, 

A THOrJGHT FOR THE TRAILl  
The candy bar you take i n t o  
t h e  woods should provide a t  
l e a s t  the energy needed for 
bringing t h e  wrapper out. 

from pa& Guide f o r  
Shenandoah National Park 

~ a r b a r a  ~onka la  a l so  sends along t h i s  recipe: HOT CHOCOLATE MM- 8 one quart 
\ 

packages ~analac powdered milk, 1 ib. Nestlets  ~ u i c k ,  6 oz. jar Coffeemate. 
&fix well.  For one large cue serving put 4 heaping teaspoons i n  cup and 

a&. boi l ing  water. . *. 



Cross .Country SkiingISnowshoeing 

/--- 

.-__ United States Forest Service 
Department of Lo10 National  Fores t  
Agriculture Missoula Ranger D i s t r i c t  LOLO CREEK AREA 

** NOTE: THIS ROAD IJILL BE CLOSED TO BOBCAT CREEK CROSS COUNTRY SKI/ 
WINTER RECREATION USE DURING ACTIVE SNOWSHOE LOOP TRAIL 
LOGGING OPERATIONS, CHECK WITH THE 
MISSOULA RANGEX DISTRICT FOR IWO- 
RMATION ON CONDITIONS OR ALTEZNATIVE 

Length: 9 - 7  mi. (15. &m.) 
WUTES . 

Recommended season: 
TRAIL BEGINNING 4200 f t .  (1280 m.) 
This t ra i l  begzns on t h e  bobsled run  
behind t h e  Lolo Mot Springs R e s t w a n t ,  
TRAIL ENDING 4200 £-to (1280 m.) This 
B;rail malies a complete loop r e tu rn ing  
t o  t h e  bobsled run. 

Use: l i g h t  
D l f f l ~ ~ l t ~ :  Most D i f f i c u l t  

* 

C1 

9 4.2ui 
QZ - 
ud 2 4 6 .  8 10 

Distance (miles) 

 ACCESS#^ Take U.S. Highwav 93 south  
from Missoula to its junc t ion  wi th  
U . S . Highway ]t 2 i n  Lolo . Travel  west on 
U,S. HWY. 12  f o r  25 m i l e s  t o  t h e  Lolo 
Hot Springs Resort .  Park i n  t h e  plowed 
.parking a r e a  on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  
highway. The ski t r a i l  is  accessed by 
sk i ing 'up  the o ld  bobsled run loca ted  
behind t h e  main r e s t u r a n t  bui ld ing .  SEE 
SKETCH 'MAP. 

Spring 

ACCESS //2 Continue south on U.S. H W .  12 
for 2.4 miles  w e s t  of t h e  Lolo Hot Springs 

Fall 
6 

Summer 

Resort  to where the south  end of Mud 
Creek Road f n t e r s e c t s  U.S. HWY. 12. 
Check with t h e  Mlssaula RAnger D i s t r i c t  
f o r  an update on plowed parking condit ions 
a t  t h i s  access .  

Winter 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS This  
t r a i l  is  j o i n t l y  managed by Champion 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Corporation and t h e  U,S. 
Fo res t  Service. The geographic loca t ion  

XC 103 



5: 
BOBCAT CREEK XC SKIJSNOWSHOE LOOP 

ATATTRACTION S AND CONSIDERATIONS {cont h u e d )  
and d o s e  proximity t o  Lolo Pass  make t h i s  r o u t e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  s-k5ing from fa t e -  
F a l l  t o  mid-Spring during a normal snow season. The e l eva t ion  ga ik  and t h e  
t o t a l .  l ength  of t h i s  r o u t e  libit i t s  use  t o  more exoerienced s k i e r s .  However, 
a l l  s k i e r s  have t h e  opt ion  of  sk f ing  a po r t ion  of  t h e  t r a i l  and then. re-. 
t r ac ing*  tlie-ir tracks back t o  t h e  s t a r t f n g  po in t .  Snowmobiles may occas ional ly  
be-encountered along t h i s  rou te .  P l ease  remanlier t o  show cour tesy  t o  o t h e r s  
us ing  t h e  National  Fores t s  f o r  wfntertfme activities. 

NARRATIVE From ACCESS #I, the Bobcat Creek Loop begins by making a climb 
an a por t ion .  of an abandoned bobsled run loca ted  behind t h e  Lolo Hot 
Springs bui ld jngs .  The bobsled t r a c k  was designed a s  a t r a i n i n g  run 
f o r  t h e  American Olympic Team. The last  yea r  tfiat it was used by t h e  
team ws 196.5. Because of t h e  banked grade on t h e  bobsled run,  some 
s-idestepping. may be  requi red  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h i s  po r t ion  of the s k i  t r a i l .  
The Bo5cat Loop t r a i l  s epa ra t e s  from the bobsled t r a c k  about 0,16 m i l e s .  
frcm the tra51heado It heads t o  t h e  west ,  fol lowing an o ld  logging road 
u n t i l  reaching- Fish Creek-Lolo Creek Road 343. 

The s k i  t r a i l  c ros ses  Road 343 and fol lows a spur  road f o r  a ve ry  s h o r t  
destance where i t  j a l n s  Mud Creek. The creek  is  crossed v i a  a log  br idge  
and the r o u t e  continues t o  i ts  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Mud Creek Road. From t h e  
bobsled run and f o r  t h e  nex t  2 mi l e s ,  t h e  Bobcat Loop fol lows t h e  Mud Creek 
X C  ~ k i / ~ n ~ w s l i o e  T r a l l .  See R.O.G. page XC'102 f o r  addrtfonal. i n f o m a t i o n  on 
the Mud Creek T r a f l ,  

Following t h e  Mud Creek T r a i l  south,  t h e  sk i  r o u t e  ciimbs gen t lv  f o r  1.5 
m i l e s  t o  an e l eva t ion  of 4400 f e e t .  Af ter  reaching t h i s  elevation.,  t h e  
s k i  t rai l  begins a 0.8 m i l e  descent  towards U.S. Highway 1 2  ( t h e  end of- 

. 

the Mud Creek Ski  T r a i l ) .  J u s t  b e f o r e  ueachinq U,S.  HMY 12  t h e  Bobcat Loop 
t u r n s  northwest and makes a 3.4 mi le  gradual  climb t o  a small  saddle ,  
t h e  h i g h e s t  po in t  along t h e  rou te .  From a top  t h i s  4840 f o o t  viewpoint,  
tlia mountains t o  t h e  west are spec tacular .  

From t h e  saddle ,  t h e  Bobcat Loop makes a n i c e  1.0 m i l e  downhill  run  a t  
an 8-1.2% s lope  t o  i t s  junct ion  wi th  Road 4200. The trail fol lows Road 
4200 nor theas t  t o  i t s  i n t e r s e e t i a n  with Fish  Creek-kolo Creek Road 343. 
It- cont inues  south on Road 343 f o r  0.5 mi les  and then t u r n s  e a s t  onto a 
spur road. This spur road climbs s t e e p l y  (1520%) far 200 f e e t  and joins.  
theupper end of t h e  bobsled sun, The trail completes i t s  loop bv f o l l o w h g  
t h e  e n t i r e  length  of t h e  competitive bobsled run t o  t h e  Hot Spring.s 
Resort.  

The Bobcat Loop T r a i l  i s  long;  s k i e r s  should be  aware -of t h e  d i s t ances  
t 5 a t  can b e  comfortably covered i n  a day 's  out ing .  The t e r r a i n  covered 
on- t h e  trXp i s  q u i t e  va r l ed ;  t h e  topography i s  r a t h e r  changeable. Know 
your p a r t v l s . c a ~ a b f l f t i e s :  plan a winter  campout if necessary.  



UNlTED STATES PEPART,MENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE 
Missoula Ranger District 
2801 Russe l l  
Missoula, MT 59801 

.. -1 REPLY TO: 2300 Recreation January 17, 1980 

sumEcTI Avalanche Warning Systems 
Cooperative F i e l d  Observers 

To: Dear Fores t  Winter Traveler  

Within t h e  p a s t  few seasons t h e  use  of our mountainous l ands  f o r  
winter  r ec rea t ion  has  increased  many fo ld .  This has  been mainly 
due t o  t h e  popu la r i ty  of  cross-country s k i i n g  and r e l a t e d  outdoor 
experiences. These t r ends  are leading  t h e  pub l i c  back f a r t h e r  
and f a r t h e r  i n t o  our  backcountry, Although these  experiences 
can be extremely rewarding, they can a l s o  be  hazardous. 

Many of t h e  more experienced winter  t r a v e l e r s  have become very 
aware of  t h e  dangers t o  inexperienced and unknowledgeable skiers 
i n  avalanche t e r r a i n .  The need f o r  some means of  warning t h e  
public r e c r e a t i o n i s t  of t h e  winter  avalanche hazards appears 
necessary. For t h i s  reason t h e  Fores t  Serv ice  i n  Montana and 
Idaho has  undertaken a pub l i c  warning s e r v i c e  on a very l i m i t e d  
scale. The success of t h i s  service depends e n t i r e l y  upon volunteer.' 
f i e l d  observers ,  weather bureau information, and Alp ine  Sk i  a r e a  
r epor t s .  The i n t e n t  is  n o t  t o  alarm t h e  s k i i n g  pub l i c  unless  a 

% 

hazard is evident  and a poss ib l e  acc ident  could r e s u l t .  I f  and 
when t h e s e  condi t ions  become evident  t h e  f o r e s t  w i l l  then assemble 
information and f o r e c a s t  t h e  condit ions t o  t h e  l o c a l  news media. 
Hopefully t h i s  s e r v i c e  w i l l  grow i n  scope and dependabi l i ty  t o  
match t h e  fo recas t ing  s e r v i c e  found in  t h e  s t a t e s  of Colorado 
and Washington. W e  are a few years  from achieving t h i s  goal.  

Now f o r  t h e  bottom l i n e .  W e  n.eed l o c a l  s k i e r s  wi th  avalanche 
t r a i n i n g  o r  knowledge t h a t  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  volunteer  a s  f i e l d  
observers ,  A s  we see i t ,  t h e  job would cons i s t  of:  

1. During your r e c r e a t i o n  sk i ing ,  observe snow condit ions 
t h a t  could l ead  t o  a hazard, o r  be a hazard, 

2. C a l l  i n  by phone a s  soon as poss ib l e  i f  you f e e l  a hazard 
warning is necessary. 

3.0ccasional meeting o r  discussion by phone o r  some aspec t  
of avalanche warning f o r  forecas t ing .  

AIL example - Observer A wauld call  in  Thursday evening t h a t  snow 
w a s  shea r ing  in f r o n t  of h i s  s k i s  on n o r t h  s lopes  a t  Po in t  S i x .  



Observer C c a l l s  i n  F r iday  noon,. observed a small s l a b  avalanche 
ih t h e  bowls a t  Blue Poin t .  From t h e s e  c a l l s  i h e  Fo re s t  Avalanche 2 
Coordinator  would i s s u e  a news r e l e a s e  on F r iday  a f te rnoon f o r  
t h e  weekend, f o r e c a s t i n g  t h e  hazard f o r  t h e  a r e a  covered, du ra t i on  
a£ warning, reason  f o r  warning and i n s t r u c t i o n  f6r  s k i e r s  on how 
t o  minimize the risks. 

\ 

For  coverage of  t h e  Missoula v i c i n i t y  it would be  d e s i r a b l e  t o  have 
upwards t o  1 0  observers .  With t h i s  number i t  is  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  

+someone would be a b l e  t o  submit information a t  any t i m e  t h e  hazard 
- a r i s e s .  As you may guess t h e r e  w i l l  be no f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

a t  t h i s  t ime,  and no one knows what t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  b r i ng .  

The Lolo Fo re s t  i s  sending th is  l e t t e r  out t o  a  l i m i t e d  number of 
persons who may be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  observing.  There may be o t h e r s  
w e  m i s s .  P l ea se  cons ider  our  p ropos i t i on  and g ive  us a  c a l l  if you 
have an i n t e r e s t  o r  can recommend someone you know who would be 
i n t e r e s t e d .  This  is our  f i r s t  e f f o r t  s o  we may be a l i t t l e - r o u g h  
on the edges t o  s tar t  o u t  with, b u t  I a m  s u r e  w i t h  your h e l p  our  
e f f o r t s  w i l l  be  worthwhile.  

You can con tac t  me e i t h e r  a t  my o f f i c e  l oca t ed  at  2801 Russe l l ,  
phone 329-3853 o r  a t  my home, Route 2 Frenchtown Frontage Road, 
phone 5 4 9 - 4 3 0 .  

ED DESCHAMF'S 
Lolo Fo re s t  Avalanche Coor ina tor  

MISSOULA'S HOSTEL - Corner of S. Faqr th  and Orange streets 
$3.25/nighht, )I1 9.50/wk. 

DORMITORY ACCQMMODATEOWS - A.  

W f  nter  Watea 
K i t c h e n  - Showers - L a u n d r y  

Hours: 4:QO p.m. to 
9:00 a.m. 

For reservations, wrlte: 600 S .  Orange Street 
M i  ssoul a ,  HY 5980 1 

or  call; (406) 728-9799 

All Rerttal 
Croao Country 
-Skis, Rental 
Boots, Poles 
and- Tents 


