
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS 
OF WESTERN MONTANA 

iEDhJSDAY,  DECB4BZR 10: Neeting at t h e  University Golf C o ~ r s e  
C f u ~  rouse ,  515 South Ave. E., at 7: 30 porn. Frogran chmge: 
George Howe and David Stephenson will present  "To Hel i  and Backrf, 
a s l i d e  show about he l i cop te r  skiing. Refreshments. Business 
will inc lude  a vote  on increas ing  dues t o  cover mailifig c o s t s  
and meeting space r e n t a l .  See you there  ! 

*The Mountain - Ear o f f e r s  f r e e  space t o  members fu r  swap and se l l .*  

FOB SALE: Ga l ib i e r  winter climbing boots and two pairs mountaineering 
slris ~ 5 t h  S i l v r e t t a  bindings (grea t  f o r  g e t t i n g  t o  t he  cabin)! 
C a l l  Jim Ul l r i ch  at 549-2344 o r  243-k151. 

TKE MOUXTAIN EAR 
P ,  Q. BOX 4262 
MISSOTJLA, MT 59801 

FIRST CLASS 

9. L t n e  
1 7 35 Whitaker Dr. 
fClssoula 24T 59801 
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. EARLY BIRD SKIERS' AND EAGLE WATCHERS' TRIP TO GLACIER PARK 

By Rob Holden 

This could be retitled "Spring Rains, Eagle Watchers, Salmon 
Snagging Trip to Glacier Park." The Friday rain in Western Montana 
held over until Sunday morning. This failed to dampen the spirits 
of this stalwart group, consisting of Ralph Flockerzi, Joe Kipphut. 
Art Anderson, Myra Bair, Laura Fujii, Clarissa Landry, and yours 
truly. 

Friday night after supping at the Pine Cone Inn, the group settled 
into camp for a night of 100 percent humidity. Saturday morning the 
eagles were feeding, but not in the numbers observed on last year's 
trip. After viewing the eagles and a movie about big horn sheep, it 
was decided that the men of the group would participate in the big horn 
ritual of head butting. No winner was announced because of unconsciousness! 

After a wet hike to AvalanckLake, the group motored up to the 
loop to check out the (lack of) snow conditions. At this point, the ski 
tour was postponed until the MBC Glacier Getaway of 1981. Numerous 
mountain goats and a large bull elk were viewed often through the fogged 
windows of the car, 

On the return trip, the nimrods of the group tossed lead weighted 
hooks into the river. This is a fall ritual started by the little known 
Leadhead Indian tribe to celebrate the salmon run. When last seen by 
the group, as they departed for Camas Hot Springs, the leader was trying 
to snag a winter supply of salmon in the Swan River. 
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The Rock? Koun t s inee r s  of -t iestern Wontma, T . C. 3cx 42'2, Kissoula ,  ET 55806, 
we? come a l l  persons i c t e res t ed  i n  h i k i n g ,  csmping, s k i - t o ~ r i n g ,  snowshoeing, 
r i v ~ r  fLoat lng,  oicgclf zg, and technl c a l  c l i rb ing--s immer ,  autumn, winter and 
s i n  S u h s c r i g i t i o ~  t o  t h e  P1EC';'NTAT'J EAR is tp memberstif !:: 

4- 1 .?, - ~ L C ~ O O  F e r  year  - . ~ng l i e  Membersfii~ 
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T R I P  S C H E D U L E  

December 14, Sun. -- 

Decezber 20-21, 
Sa t ,  -S'1;. 

Wisherd giidge cross-country s k i  t r i p .  Moderate skill 
and s t r eng th  at l e a s t .  C a l l  Bob Benson, 549-1426, o r  
Randy Washburne, 721-3256, by December 12. 

Winter s o l s t i c e  weekend at Lochsa Lodge, We hope there  
w i l l  be snow f o r  ski touring o r  snowshoeing. C a l l  
I l ona  Eiruska at 721-3832 before December 13. 

New Year's feast and stkLing at t h e  Rocky b !oun t~nee r s t  
cabin on Little St .  Joe. C a l l  Bob Senson at 549-1426 
f o r  more information by December 30. 

c r i  
-d l-l 
cd cd Januzry1!+ ,  Wed. Jaanuarymeeting, 7:30 p.m., Cnivers i ty  Golf Course 
9 s  c rn Club House. Ian Laage, Uf.1 Professor  of Geology, 
3 C o cd w i l l  speak on M t .  S t ,  3elens.  
eT - L a  

2anuax-y 24, Sat. Fack Creek s k i  tour .  Easy-moderate, 8 d l e s  i n  all, - 
beginning at the   to^ of Lolo Fzss. Call Allison 
Eas te r l ing  at 728-51h5 by Thursday, January 22. 

J a ~ x a r y  24-25, Elk Keadows winter  carpi^;, Call Joe Knotek at 
Sat ,-Sun. 549-2OkO f o r  d e t a i l s  and equipment needed. 

the H o w e s  at 

SHQE REPAIR 
BOB WARD & SONS 

Highway 93 
South a t  
South Avenue 
P!issoul a, 
Montana 



All addresses are  Miss~ula 59801 unless noted. E m b e r  a f t e r  
name indicates month dues are payable. 

Aldereon, Chcri 9 
1 1 1 1 MacDonald, #410 

kmbrose, Mary 3 
2526 S~urgin Ed. 
543-7566 

Austin, Eriggs & 8 
Alice 

4741 Sundown Rd. 
542-259 1 

BaSr, Myra 4 
51 9 hoodford 
728-361 6 

Beals, "~ndy" 1 1  
3602 Ste-ghene, #Em 1 1 
542-2357 

Beaufait, Eill 12 
.Paul, X t w ~ s ,  David 
& Susan 

K O .  Box 7384 
Xi asoula 59807 
543-5400 

Benson, Bob & Eric 4 
2325 Valley Dr. 
549- 1426 

Duckworth, E i l l  12 
76 Nat, Park Service 
Alaska Area Off. Fa 202 
540 W, 5th Av, 
Anchorage AK 99501 

Dye, Nikki & farntly 5 
2830 Juneau Dr. 
728-8978 

Easterling, Alli son 
1924 Dlxor: 12 
728-5145 

Eder,  Caroline 1 
540 3.  6 E 
542- 2552 

Finklfn, Arnold 5 
z*o. Box 7795 
xissoula 59807 
543-8705 

Flsckerz i ,  Ealph 9 
1221 S. 5 W 
549-8966 

Corvallis, 8E 

H a r t w i g ,  ?4ary L. 9 
291 2 Vi ,  Central 
549-0509 

Wayden, Deborah 12 
1101 ' t i ,  Greenoush Dr. 
549-3263 

Hennessey, Jack 9 
1701 s 7 ti 
543-6346 

Eohl, Dave 1 
F.Q, Sox 806 
f inedafe 'ItY e2941 

%we, George & 4 
Sharon 
Davfd Stephenson 

91 5 Fsrk View '&zy 
543-4200 

Hruska, I lona & 
Mark Swanson 

700 s 5 w 
721 -3832 

Bishop, Bill 2 F u j i i , L a u r a  10 Jacko, 9 i i l l i a m  11 
Shoreline Rt . 405 5. Tine, A p t .  1 403 S 1 
Folson R!T 59860 728-8530 72e-7829 

Byme,  Jeanlne 9 Gagnier, E h m a  12 J ~ b n s o n ,  B e t t y  L, 
600 Phi taker  Dr. 1508 Ernest ,  #1D 156 ILensington 12 
721 -4097 728- 1476 549-1763 - 

Crump, Juliette 8 
2500 Eaymcnd 
725-2774 

Savldson, Don 4 
1 SO8 &ickinson 
543-3684 

Decou, Wn. & N a x y  9 
E3x 8674 
Mi S S G U ~ ~  59e07 
728-5376 

Garrity, John & 
Eydi Crtner 

511 Evans. 
721-3021 

Greason, Tom & 
Earbara Kosa 

42E bhes tnut 
Gi l lon  XT 59725 

H a m m a ,  Charles 
625 N 3 W 
549-0463 

4 Keller ,  Narti & 10 
Susan 

359 Northview 
728-3388 

2 Kerling, E i l l  10 
302 Ches t~ut ,  #9 

B:iebler, D a v i d &  I 1  
Andrea 

11 1.0. 3ox 7137 
D f l i o n  KT 5973 , .. 

- 



Kfpphut, J o e  12 &5cElwa-in, Barbara H. 
412% S 3 V & f a m i l y  1 1  
542-2462 3120 Terrace D r .  

- 251 -5753 
Klawitter, F a l ~ h  & 1 

Lf l l i an ,  Mark & H i k e  
104 - 39th st. &!itman , Sharan 5 
12e-4778 ' 21 1 Cot tonwmd 

721 -2367 
Elnotek, Joe & 10 

Lynne Morgan, I3111 10 
7 09 K, Central 112 E, 9th 
549-2040 Kami-lton KT 53840 

363-5339 
Lab-, E e t t g  5 
2127 So. E l l l s .  Dr. Mullis, Paula & 10 
252-3107 E i c o l e  

438 E o r t h  Av, W. 
L a m b e r t ,  Brenda 2 549-955 1 
I 2  Parsons D r .  
728-605 4 Kieewanger, uon 12 

301 E. Sussex 
Lalldry, Clarisse 8 721 -3" ~ 5 4  
137  Locust  
721-1564 Fetersen, Evelyn 1 

1126 V2ne St. 
Layman, Ha~artha 1 549-5241 
446 hashizigton 
727 -2814 Peterson, Katherine 

$ The Kissml ian  4 
Libeskind, Shloao 9 502 N. Hisgins 

& 8on A F ~ .  2-3 w3-2901 
1107- \f. Greenough Dr. 
729-2581 Poore,  Mary C. 8 

220 Xorth  A v .  E 
Line, Dave 11 728-0 135 
I 1  35 %hitaker Dr. 
549-8444 Eraymond, Ear  en 1 

2205 Gerald Av. 
Lukomski, Tom & 4 72e-7936 

S'aaron 
P.o.  ox 1 6 E  59870 Eoeenkranz, Ejetty 
3 - m i l e  Ed., Stevensville 415 E. rent 

543-551 0 
4. 

Lyans, Kaye 9 
108 S ,  6 It #I Rusunen, Russ 5 
549- 1507 612 S ,  5 W 

549-0343 
Bfatuska, k2ph 5. 8 
t 550 Scsuth Av. 1:- Satre, Sandra. 9 
721-1550 102 Coh~sset 

251 -3489 
!-5cLlo skey, Dennis 1 1 
F.3. Pox 3781 Schipf, Bob & 12 
?:i ssoula 59e@6 ~aryam, ~ i m  

3100 E ~ n c r o f t  
~2e -2995  

Schultz, Jim 11 
5 

525 E. Front, #3 
549-0523 

Shigley, A r t  9 
EarGzer Square 
4200 SW 107, #2305 
Eex-+-sr ton OR 97005 

Si~le, Greg & 4 
I 

I 

717 Defoe 
542-2607 

Snyder, Andy 12 
P.O. Box 9235 
xlas~ula 59807 
721 -41 21 

Z l  Ear Tra i l e r  Ct. 

Stefznf ck, %ifre -10 
301 Id. Front, # I  1 1  

Stone, Daniel. 11 , 
5eo5 gwy* 93s 
251-2161 

Swznsan, &$ark & 
Ilona Eruska 

700 3 5 w I 

721 -3832 

Ungarettl, >:my Jean 
615 IF. Kent 7 1 
728-0026 

Vincent, Vi:=ginia 
907 Kern 1-1 
54-J-8C78 
- - l)otru5a, Seorae & 
Jean 9 

613 dixon 
549-9557 



Weidmann, R o b e r t  & Elean~r 
409 Klng 12 
549-7793 

Wolff, hichard & Adele 5 
Donny, Wendy, 5:andy 

Grant Creek kid, 

Worf, 6111 & Erra Jean 12 
Et. 2, kax 1863 
St evensvi l le  KT 59840 

Wight ,  Doug 4 
2223 E ,  S u n m i  t Dr. 
25 1 -369e 

xmyr NBLP;ErnS 
melds, S h e l l y  11 
220 E* 5 x, A p t .  2 
549-8054 

Jenniogs, Zstanne L, 1 1 
1034 Longetaif,. # I  
543-5352 

Janes, Curt  1 1  
1820 - 34th S t .  
543-6257 

L a u k g e r ,  J o e  J. faxilyl f 
1117 Cooper 
728-3334 

Fl i l l e r ,  Jerry & fazily 1 1  
F A ,  Box 3005 

. Kiss3ula 59806 
543-4995 

REKZirfED !4lrlmBEES 
Eoyd, Christine 11 

son, Jon 
162.1 X, Kent 
72G-3413 ' 

Oaks, Hilda 
646 E. Sussex 
549-0947 

S t m e ,  Florence  11 
200 Mdy kv., A r t .  3-E 

MISSCULAvS HOSTEL - Corner  of S. Fourth and Drznge S t r e e t s  

D O R M I T O R Y  A C C O M i r l O D A T I O N S  - $3.75 Per ni$m 
Kitchen - Showers - Lawdry  _ 

Hours: 4 : 0 0  p.m. to 
Q:CQ a,m. 

For reservations, w r i t e :  600 S. Orange S t r e e t  
Hissoula, MT 59801 

or  call : ( 4 0 6 )  728-9799 
3'1 RESERV?,TION ONLY BXTdFEN DTC. 15 AND J A W .  Is"* 



Cross Country S kiirigJSnclvvshoeing 

United States Forest Service 
Department of Lolo National Forest RATTLESNAKE/GOLD CBEEH BREA 
Agriduiture- Missoula Ranger District 

TRAIL BEGINNIXG 3 6 4 0 ' f t .  (1110 m.) SPRING GULCH TWIL $4 
.5 m i l e  nor th  of  gate c lo su re  on 
Rat t lesnake Road, Length: 3.5 mi. ( 5 . 6  km.) 

TRAIL ENDING 4640 ft. (1410 m.) 
Trai lhead V516, upper end of Spring - 

Gulch , 

ACCESS Five m i l e s  up Rat t lesnake 
Drive and turn l e f t  t o  Rat t lesnake 
Road and gate closure.  Continue 
.5 m i l e  on f o o t  t o  t h e  t r a i l head .  

Recommended seasan: 

Use: Heavy - 
Difficulty: Easy 
USGS Map@): NORTHEAST MISSOULA Quad. 

Spring 

I 1 I 

1 2  3 4 5 

Distance (miles) 

ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS 
Excel lent  f o r  cross-country sk i ing ,  

L 

Summer 

- 

a l l  ages. This  t ra i l  l eads  t o  S tua r t  
Peak T r a i l ,  which continues up t o  
Mosquito Peak and on up t o  Sanders 
Lake. Kinch Meadows a t  t h e  upper end 
of t h e  t r a i l  of fe rs -  exce l l en t  off -  
t ra i l  sk i ing .  Poss ib le  loop tou r s  
i n  genera l  a r e a  of meadows and Spring 
Creek. 

Fall Winter 
A - 

- .  



NARRATIVE Spring Gulch T r a i l  114 

This  t r a i 1 , o f t e n  considered t h e  gateway t o  the Ra t t l e snake  d r a inage ,  is one of 
. the  most p l ea san t  t r a i l s  i n  a l l  seasons i n  t h e  Ra t t l e snake  a r ea .  Af t e r  3.5 m i l e s  
and approximately 1000 f e e t  of e l e v a t i o n  gain,  t h e  t r a i l  j o i n s  S t u a r t  Peak T r a i l  
11517 which cont inues  t o  Ra t t l e snake  Peaks. Spring Gulch T r a i l  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  
use  by persons of a l l  ages  and c a p a b i l i t i e s  and i s  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  c ro s s  country 
s k i i n g .  

V i s i t o r s  have c rossed  Spring Creek i n  t h e  summer months, l e av ing  many pa ths  and 
c reek  c ro s s ings .  The o ld  road on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  s k i e r s ,  not  only 
because i t  i s  gene ra l l y  c o o l e r ,  b u t  it a l s o  is wider  and l e s s  brushy. I n  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  the v i s i t o r  pa s se s  an  o ld  homesite e s t a b l i s h e d  by a n  e a r l y  Mormon family 
and app l e  trees p l an t ed  by e a r l i e r  s e t t l e r s  t h a t  s t i l l  bear  f r u i t .  The grade  
dur ing  the  f i r s t  2.5 miles i s  less than  10 percent and i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  novice 
s k i e r s .  

Although t h e r e  may no t  always be s u f f i c i e n t  snow cover a t  t h e  t r a i l h e a d  and 
lower e l e v a t i o n s ,  a  s h o r t  walk up t h e  t r a i l  u s u a l l y  b r ings  t h e  s k i e r  t o  adequate  
snow. The l a s t  m i l e  ha s  a grade  of 10-15 pe rcen t  and r eaches  Kinch Meadows a t  
an e l e v a t i o n  of 4500 f e e t .  From t h i s  p o i n t ,  S t u a r t  Peak T r a i l  /I517 i s  o f t e n  
used by experienced s k i e r s ;  i t  has  longer  and s t e e p e r  s e c t i o n s  and a  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of downhil l  powder s k i i n g .  However, from t h e  meadows, t h e  less ambit ious  s k i e r  
can make t o u r s  on moderate s l opes .  Many loop t o u r s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  u s ing  t h e  gen- 
e r a l  a r e a  of t h e  meadows and Spring Creek o r  heading up Strawberry Ridge t o  t h e  . 

e a s t  and u l t i m a t e l y  down t o  Ra t t l e snake  Road, approximately 3 mi l e s  from t h e  
parking a r e a .  I f  snow cond i t i ons  a r e  good a t  lower e l e v a t i o n s ,  t h i s  p rov ides  
an e x c e l l e n t  loop  of l e s s  t han  10  mi les .  

t ' . .  

Authorized Dealer for SE3LkI Sicgcles 
, - . . .. 

"CYCL'JiE EF4kXTOEf' 
"An Oasis for the Cyclo-Tourist" mo9el8 a ~ a l l a b l e  

Special izing in bicycle assembly, wheel b u i  ldi ng, f r w e  building 
and r e p a i r ,  sandblasting, painting. 

, 

, Located a t  
2200SouthAvenue West REPAIRS - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
MissouZa, Montana 59802 

Phone: (406)  54-9-2523 Sam anJ ShirZ Braxton and sons, Bart and DaZt /- 
- Ll 


