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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS 
OF WESTERN MONTANA 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14:- January meeting at the University Golf Course 
Club House, 515 South Ave- Em, at 7 : X  p.m. Ian Lange, University of 
Montana Professor of Geology, will speak on Mt. St. Helens. 

Renewed Members : 
Art Anderson, Box 9076, Missoula 59807 Mary Ann Schipf and Family 
Andy 3eals Andy Snyder 
Ell Beaufait Ilona Hruska and Mark Swanson 
Betty Johnson Virginia V i m  ent 
Joe Kipphut Eleanor and Bob Weidman 
Donald N i s e w a n g e r ,  1611 Ronald Kim and M e 1  Williams 
Russ Rusunen Martha Yale, ~8 &5ngston 

THE MOUNTAIN EAR 
F, 0 ,  BOX 4262 
nIssoorn, KT 59806 

FIRST CLASS 
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WISHERD RIDGE REVISITED AND RECALLED 

When the  crew of 14  hiked on hard pack and i c e ,  skied on s lush,  and 
f i na l l y  made i t  to  Wisherd Ridge, l i t t l e  did w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  on December 14  
we were venjoyingll the best  snow of 1980. The west Twin Creek road w a s  well 
packed by 4-x 4'9, so  we  were able  4x1 d r i ve  the f i r s t  two miles and pa* on 
the  saddle by the power l i ne .  Not much snow, but we put on the boards about 
ha l f  way up the  mountain. Weather w a s  overcast, but pleasant, and we had 
ample time for several  ttrunsfl (and cartwheels) down the cirque before return- 
ing. A brief but  vigorous mini-blizzard moved i n  a s  w e  moved out, giving the  
only powder we may see t h i s  season. A s  usual, the  Wisherd t r i p  was easy 
going, invigorating,  easy t o  get t o ,  and, as last year, capped off with 
pizza at the  Press Box. 

/s/ The Phantom Pencil  

THE ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS OF WESTERN MONTANA, P. 0. Box 4262, Missoula, MT 59806, 
welcome a l l  persons in te res ted  i n  hiking, camping, ski-touring, snowshoeing, 
r i v e r  f loa t ing ,  bicycling, and technical  climbing--summer, autumn, winter and 
spring. Subscription t o  the MOUNTAIN EAR is by membership:: 

qkl54l { $5.00 per year - Single Memberskip 
$7.00 per year  - Family Membership 
$2.00 per  volume - Out-of-Town Addresses 
8 i s sues  per vo~ume 

FreGident.. .... ;. .,. .,.Sharon Howe.. ....... .543-4200 
Vice-president ......... Jim Ullr ich .  ........ .549-2844 

vv T Secretary.. "Andytt Beals .542-2357 
Treasurer.. 

............ 
.Arnold Finklin.. .543-8705 

........ ........... .... 
1st Past Pr'esiden-t.. .. .Myra Mr.. ........ ..728-3616 ..... MOUNTAIN EAR Staff  Myra Ekir 

Paula Mullis. ....... .549- 9551 
Virginia Vincent. ... .543-8078 

CYCLES EMTON 
"An Oasis for the Cyclo-Tourist'! paadalrs avallab~e?. 

, Special izing in bicycle assembly, wheel building, f rms  buil'ding 
and repair, sandblasting, painting. 

, 

2200 South Avenue West REPAIRS - PARTS - ACCESSORIES 
MissouZa, Montana 59802 

Hwne: (406) 54.9-2523 Sam and ShirZ Braxton and sons, Bart and DaZt 
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CALENDAR 
January 24, sat. - Pack Creek ski tour. Easy-moderate, 8 miles in all, 

beginning at the top of Lolo Pass. Call Allison 
Easterling at 728-5145 by Thursday, January 22. 

I 

January 24-25, 
Sat,-Sun. . 

EUc Meadows winter camping. C a l l  Joe Knotek a t  
549-2040 for deta i l s  and equipment needed. 

Jan, 31-Feb. 1, Bi$ Mountain for downhill and Nordic skiing. Call 
Sat. -Sun, the Howes at 543-4200 r ight  away t o  make reservations. 

F e b r u a r y  7-8, - 
Sat. -Sun . Tentative t r i p  t o  Rocky Mountaineer cabin. C a l l  

J i m  Ullrich by Thursday, February 5,  a t  549-2844. 

February 8, Sun. - Nordic ski instruct ipn at High Fark, Snow Bowl. 
Call Sharon Howe at 543-4200 by h i d a y ,  February 6. 

F e b r u q  11, Wed* February Rocky Mountaineers1 meeting, 7 : 3  p.m., - 
University Golf Course Club House, Program t o  be announced. 
(Earlier &rangernent s at M a r s h a l l  Ski Area cancelled. ) 

February 21-22, I - Cross-country and downhill skiing at Lost T r a i l .  Stay 
Sat. -Sun. overnight at Lost T r a i l  Hot Springs Resort. C a l l  

Ralph Flockeni  at 549-9986 by Saturday, February 14. 

March 1, Sun. - 4d mountaineering at Hoodoo Pass. C a l l  Bob Benson, 549-1426. 
1 

SKI BUS TO LOLO PASS: Call UM* s "Leisure Servicesgt a t  243-2802 fo r  reservations 
by early Friday afternoons. Bus leaves from TJM F i e l d  House, K - M a r t  and Lolo IGA 

. 

et 8 and 11 a.m., and departs Lolo Pass at 2 and 4 p.m. $3.50 round t r i p  fee. 

- 
, 

SHOE - 

I230 W. 
KENT AK 

REPAIR 
The peoples' choice SKI PACKAGE 
ltts YOUR GHOICE f l  Any... 

I Ski  --- Ka zarna Borma 
Fiacher Epoke 

Boot--- Alfa Kastlnger 
Norrona Fela  

Binding- T r o l  Normark 
Rot ef e l l a  

Pole--- Excel 

. , We t o t a l  up the package and take 
- I 

1 
I@.$ off for the gackage that you 

t pick---from quality equipment 
, that will las t .  
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NEW YEAR'S FEAST AM) S K I I N G  AT THE CLUB CABIN January 1-3, 1981 

By Joe Kipphut 

It was not a novice group t ha t  assembled on Rob Holden's f ron t  lawn a t  
8 a.m. on New Yearq s Day, braving sub-b0  F. temperatures. No, , t h i s  w a s  a 
trip-hardened group of hardcore outdoor enthusiasts .  We knew our objectives:. 
To f ind the  cabin; t o  overeat; t o  go t o  the top of L i t t l e  St ,  Joe, t o  re-find 
the  cabin; t o  re tu rn  t o  the valley below; t o  f ind the  vehicles,  

We found the  =bin with B i l l  Morgan and turkey, e t  al, i n  it. The turkey 
was then cooked t o  perfection by our gourmet chef, B i l l .  L i t t l e  St. Joe 
( the  peak) never had a chance. It was bagged each day of the three-day t r i p ;  
the coup de grace being a pre-dawn ascent on the last morning. Robts claim 
t o  fame w a s  three  ascents i n  three days, combined with an overloaded pack t o  
the  cabin; a f e a t  unheard of i n  the  annals of the Rocky Mountaineers. 

A busy i t i ne r a ry  was planned for t he  evemings. The f i r s t  night w e  enter- 
ta ined ( l i t e r a l l y )  four unannounced but congenial guests. After dinner, 
Ralph Flockerzi lec tured t o  us on the moral right t o  four-wheel drive. 
Clar isse  Landry gave us  a quick review i n  applied supervision. Wra Bair 
bravely showed us how t o  survive i n  the penthouse and how t o  s k i  without rope 
climbers (ca l led  walking). Nancy Shrader made us a great  turkey stew, then 
she refused t o  ea t  i t ,  or anything else f o r  tha t  matter. Joe Lauinger played 
Hearts just once previous t o  the t r i p ,  and he d i d  well f o r  a novice. 

Highlights of the t r i p  were the snow conditions--"boiler p la teu  they c a l l  
it. Neither s k i s  nor snowshoes were needed. Part  of the group attempted an 
ear ly  winter ascent of Big St. Joe, but were turned back by the  t h r ea t  of heat 
stroke. 

The t r i p  ended with a re tu rn  t o  the clouds and the  t r a d i t i o n a l  "Lets s-eat- 
before-we-go-home-even-though-we@ re-not-really-hungry-because-of-Ralph ' s-good- 
gorpn p i t  s top,  

MISSOULA'S HOSTEL - Corner  of S.  F o u r t h  and Orange Streets I 
D O R M I T O R Y  A C C O M M O D A T I O N S  - .  f i e75  pi* -night 

Kitchen - Showers - - ~ a u n b r y  

Hours: 4:00 p.m. t o  FOP reservations, wr i te :  600 S .  Orange Street 
9:00 a,m. Missoula, MT 59801 

NOR-PINE CLASSIC canpet i t i o n  at Big Mountain, a downhill slalom m cross-country 
equipment, at 7 p.m. on Jan. 20, Feb. 3 and 17, March 3 and 31, and April 7. 

C lass i f i ed  Paces:, Ka l i spe l l  Jan. 17 0 .  Boveng 755-7447 
Missoula Jan. 18 E, Dubreuil 543-6966 
Butte Jan. 31 P. Sawyer 792-0752 

L ,  

Helena Feb. 1 D. Amstrong 443-723 

YELLOWSTONE RENDEZVOUS, January 24, marathons of 25 and 50 km. for c i t i z ens  
and world c l a s s  racers.  Write P. 0. Box 65, West Yellowstone, MT 59758. 


