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[ EDNESDAY, MARCH - 10: Meeting a t  t h e  Montana Power Co., 
LA a t  - t :30  PM. The l a t e s t  Missoula-Produced 

slide show w i l l  beVpresented  about  The Rat t lesnake  Area. 
1 It i s  t i t l e d  "A Timeless  Journey" filmed by ifill Ker l ing  

and music by Dusty Farnum. Refreshments w i l l  be served. ******* 
**st**** 

Rocky Mountaineer Dues: $5.00 S ing le  Annual Membership d 

$7.50 Family Annual Membership 
******* 

THE MOUNTAIN EAR 
P.O. Box 4262 
Missoula, MT 59801 

Dave TAne 
1135 Whitaker Dr. 
Missoula, MT 59803 



I f  I GROSS-COUNTRY I 

' super ski package: 
NAME BRAND FIBERGLASS SKIS March 7; Lochsa Lodge Area-Andy Beal 

Meet a t  K-Mart-8:3O AM.call 5@-2496 
i f  you have any ques t ions  about t r i p .  

March 13 & lbtwisherd Ridge evernight  
*SKIS**kO% to 50% OFF ' T r i p ( ~ w i n  Creeks t o  Marshall Ski ~ r e a )  

Moderately strenuous-Bob Benson 549-1426 
*BOWS 40 % off*MITT~$l9.9 Call him by March 12. 

BINDINGS 20-$ OFF March 20:Squaw Peak-Nancy Schrader 
Moderate abil i ty-Brang your lunch- 
Meet a t  Liber ty  Lanes a t  8AM-728-3334 

March 21; Lolo Pass Area-Allison E a s t e r l i n g  
728-5145 f o r  more information about t r i p  
and car-pooling. 

******************* 
SPQRTING GOODS AND 

JEWELRY CENTER 

HIGHWAY 93 AT SOUTH AVE* 

-9 DAILY--9-5 1 3OSATURDAY 
11-4 Sundays 



Cross Country SkiingISnowshoeing 

United States Forest Service 
De~ar tment  of Lo10 Nat iona l  Fo re s t  

Missoula Ranger D i s t r i c t  
LOLO CREEK AREA 

NOTE: THIS ROAD WILL BE CLOSED TO 
WINTER RECREATION USE DURING ACTIVE 

MUD CREEK CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAIL 

LOGGING OPERATIONS. CHECK W I T H  THE 
MISSOULA RANGER DISTRICT FOR INFORMA- 

Length: 3.0 mi. ( 4.8km.) 

TION ON CONDITIONS OR ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTES. Recommended season: 

Spring Summer Fall Winter 
I L , - TRAIL BEGINNING 4200 f t .  e l e v .  (1280m.) 

T r a i l  begins  on t h e  bobsled run behind 
t h e  Lolo Hot Spr ings  Resort  r e s t au -  

Use: ~ i g h t  

r a n t .  
Difficulty: E a s i e s t  
USGS Map(s): Lolo Hot sp r ings  Quad. 

TRAIL ENDING 4280 f t. e l ev .  (1305m.) 
T r a i l  ends a t  t h e  j unc t ion  of south  A 

4.4 ' 
end of Mud Creek Road and U. S. High- 
way 12. 0 
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Distance (miles) 
ACCESS #1 Take U. S. Highway 9 3  south  
ou t  of Missoula t o  i t s  junc t ion  wi th  
U..S. Highway 12 i n  Lolo. Go w e s t  on 
U.S. Highway 12 f o r  25 mi les  t o  t h e  Lolo 
Hot Spr ings  Resort .  Park i n  t he  plowed 
parking a r e a  an t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  
highway. S k i  t r a i l  i s  accessed by s k i -  
i n g  up a po r t i on  of t h e  o ld  bobsled run  
loca t ed  behind the  main r e s t a u r a n t  bu i ld-  
ing .  SEE SKETCH MAP. 

ACCESS /I2 Continue south  on U. S. High- 
way 12 f o r  2.4 mi l e s  west of t h e  Lolo 
Hot Springs Resort  t o  where t h e  south  
end of Mud Creek Road i n t e r s e c t s  U.S. 
Highway 12 . .  Check with t h e  Missoula 
Ranger D i s t r i c t  f o r  an update on plowed 
parking cond i t i ons  a t  t h i s  access .  

XC 102 



1 MUD CREK CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRAIL 
I 
1 I ATTRACTIONS AND CONSIDERATIONS The g e n t l e  t e r r a i n  encountered on t h i s  t r a i l  
1 '  makes i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  appealing t o  beginning sk ie r s .  The shor t  length  

makes the t r a i l  i d e a l  f o r  s k i e r s  g e t t i n g  a  l a t e  s t a r t ,  o r  those wishing 
t o  make only a shor t  day t r i p .  When s k i i n g  the  t r a i l  from one end t o  t h e  
o t h e r ,  a  c a r  s h u t t l e  i s  necessary.  S k i e r s  a l s o  have t h e  opt ion of sk i ing  
only a  po r t ion  of t h e  rou te  and. then backtracking t o  t h e  takeoff  po in t .  
By sk i ing  t h e  e n t i r e  rou te  and r e t r a c i n g  your t r a c k s  t o  t h e  s t a r t i n g  po in t ,  
t h e  ca r  s h u t t l e  can be a l l e v i a t e d ,  and t h e  route  extended t o  a  6.0 
mi le  round t r i p .  

NARRATIVE The Mud Creek XC S k i  T r a i l  i s  j o i n t l y  managed by the  U. S. Forest  
Serv ice  and Champion I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Corporation. Because of i t s  e l eva t ion  
and geographic loca t ion  t o  Lolo Pass ,  t h i s  route  can usua l ly  be sk ied  from 
l a t e  f a l l  through midspring during a  normal snow year .  

From ACCESS #I, t h e  rou te  climbs a  po r t ion  of an abandoned bobsled run, 
loca ted  behind the  r e s t a u r a n t  bu i ld ing  a t  t he  Lolo Hot Springs. This  
bobsled t r a c k  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  a t r a i n i n g  run f o r  the  American 
Olympic Team. It was l a s t  used by t h e  team i n  1965. Because of t h e  banked 
grade on the  bobsled t r a c k ,  some s ides tepping  may be required t o  n e g o t i a t e  
t h i s  po r t ion  of t h e  route .  Af t e r  climbing up t h e  s l e d  run f o r  0.16 miles ,  
t he  s k i  t r a i l  t u rns  sharp ly  t o  t h e  west and follows a  logging road u n t i l  
reaching Fish  Creek - Lolo Creek Road 343. 

The Mud Creek S k i  T r a i l  c ros ses  Road 343 and follows a  spur t o  t h e  south- 
w e s t  f o r  a  very  shor t  d i s t ance  where i t  jo ins  Mud Creek. The creek i s  
crossed v i a  a  l o g  br idge ,  and t h e  rou te  continues t o  t h e  south t o  i t s  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  with Mud Creek Road. From t h i s  po in t ,  t h e  s k i  t r a i l  follows 
Mud Creek Road u n t i l  r e jo in ing  U.S. Highway 12. 

Following Mud Creek Road south,  the  s k i  rou te  climbs gent ly  f o r  1.5 mi l e s  
t o  a  maximum e l e v a t i o n  of 4440 f e e t .  Af ter  reaching t h i s  high p o i n t , t h e  ski 
t r a i l  begins a  0.8 mile  descent t o  i ts  junct ion  with U. S. Highway 12. 
Most of t h i s  s k i  t r a i l  i s  loca ted  on roadbed and provides ample width 
c learances .  Snowmobiling may occur along sec t ions  of t h e  rou te .  Remember 
t h e  r u l e s  of courtesy when approached by snowmobilers; s t e p  t o  t h e  s i d e  of 
t h e  roadway u n t i l  each snow machine has s a f e l y  passed. 

ing. Always n o t i f y  someone of your depar ture ,  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  and estimated 
time of re turn .  

I 

I 

To extend t h i s  t r i p  t o  a  9 .7  mi le  loop, r e f e r  t o  t h e  Bobcat Creek Loop 
T r a i l  page XC 103 i n  the  Recreation Opportunity Guide. 

Winter weather condit ions can change unexpectedly and pose se r ious  problems 
f o r  t h e  unprepared. Remember t o  c a r r y  waterproof matches, a d d i t i o n a l  warm i 
c l o t h i n g ,  topographic map and compass when c ross  country sk i ing  o r  snowshoe- ' - 


