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MONTHLY MEETING 

Time and Place: 7:30 p.m. on November 9 a t  t h e  Nontana Power Building, 1903 Russe l l .  I 

Program: The long-term weather r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  winter  is o u t ,  and it looks l i k e  w e  
a r e n ' t  going t o  have any snow a t  a l l  t h i s  winter ,  due t o  " E l  Nino," so  you might as wel l  
-k%ss off- - the sk i  -season - and- zskar t  planning - some go& f l o a t  t r i p s  - f o r  t h i s  spr-ing 
(p re fe rab ly  t r i p s  i n  a r e a s  where it does snow t h i s  winter ,  s o  there w i l l  be  enough water 
i n  which t o  f l o a t  a boa t ) .  I n  order  t o  g e t  you motivated enough t o  start  mail ing out  
app l i ca t ions  f o r  r i v e r  permits ,  our  program t h i s  month w i l l  b e  a s l i d e  show by Dave Ryan 
on a r a f t  and dory t r i p  down t h e  Grand Canyon. The show w i l l  repor tedly  inc lude  such 
n o v e l t i e s  as sequences of p i c t u r e s  s h o t  by an automatic camera mounted i n  a waterproof 
box bo l t ed  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of a dory while  going through major rapids .  B e  t h e r e  o r  be  
square.  

TRIP CALENDAR 

Saturdays and Sundays i n  November: Bicycle r i d e s  every weekend u n t i l  t h e  snow g e t s  
too  deep. Match the Around Missoula column f o r  t i m e s  and p laces ,  and c a l l  Nancy, 
728-5462, o r  Barbara, 728-5462, f o r  d e t a i l s .  

October 25-November 29: Hunting season. Ca l l  t h e  Montana Department of F ish ,  
Wi ld l i f e ,  and Parks f o r  d e t a i l s .  

November: Day s k i  t r i p  t o  Saint+ M a r y c ) s  Peak i n  t h e  B i t t e r r o o t  Mountains, t h e  f i r s t  
weekend there is enough snow. C a l l  A r t  Gidel ,  543-6352, f o r  more d e t a i l s .  The e d i t o r s  
of .the Mountain E a r  w i s h  t o  pubLical ly stake t h a k  khere is abse lu te ly  no b a s i s  for t h e  
rumor t h a t  c e r t a i n  l o c a l  s k i  shops have been paying A r t  t o  lead  t h i s  t r i p .  

?-+ 

* 

November 21  o r  22: Easy day s k i  t r i p ,  a t  a p l ace  t o  be  determined by condi t ions  and 
those  who are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going. C a l l  Martha Yale, 549-2163, f o r  d e t a i l s .  

Saturday, December 5: Ski  t r i p  i n  t h e  Lolo Pass area .  I f  anybody is i n t e r e s t e d  w e  
can s t a y  and s k i  a f t e r  dark by t h e  l i g h t  of a f u l l  moon. Ca l l  Ralph Flockerz i ,  
549-9986, o r  Barb F a r r e l l ,  728-5462, f o r  d e t a i l s .  

Thanksgiving o r  Christmas: I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  going t o  t h e  Gran Targhee and 
Jackson Hole s k i  a r e a s  e i t h e r  f o r  f i v e  days a t  Thanksgiving o r  t h r e e  days a t  Christmas, 
c a l l  A r t  Gidel a t  543-6352. 

TRIP REPORTS 
/I 

\- Grey Wolf Lake - No F i sh  Basin, August 11-14: After  being ra ined  and snowed o u t  i n  
J u l y ,  Joyce Flodberg and I went back f o r  a second t r y  i n  August. This t i m e  w e  made it, 
b u t  sti l l  had r a i n  and about e i g h t  inches of snow up high. W e  changed t h e  r o u t e  and 
went i n  by t h e  Scenic Lakes. J u s t  a s  w e  were about 500 f e e t  below t h e  summit of S t .  
'PTaryC s-*Pexlc-a- birg -sfrow 'an& i2g''nLn:kng s t o m %  t - the peaE. - The t o t a f  "whi-teouz -mdgi- f o r  
some problems f ind ing  t h e  r i g h t  r i d g e  f o r  coming ou t ,  b u t  w e  correc ted  our mistake and 
ended up a t  our  ca r .  A good t r i p .  - Martha Yale. 

,- 

St. Joe  Cabin Maintenance Tr ip ,  Sunday, October 4 :  A crew of n ine  made s h o r t  work 
-- of  c u t t i n g ,  s p l i t t i n g ,  and s tacking firewood f o r  t h e  coming s k i  season. The cabin  and 

outhouse w e r e  i n  good shape, although a roof ing  job f o r  t h e  North s i d e  looks l i k e  nex t  
f a l l ' s  p r o j e c t ,  According t o  the logbook, t h e  cabin received only l i g h t  use  last  winter  
unt i l ,  about March, From March through t h e  end of Apri l  nea r ly  every weekend was 
booked. In any case, most of the wood t h a t  was c u t  l a s t  year  w a s  cooked. The t r a i l  is 
i n  good shape and is c lea red  of d e a d f a l l  nea r ly  back t o  t h e  cutoff  poin t .  W e  had t h e  
job  wrapped up by about 1 p.m. and w e r e  back i n  town be fo re  dinner ,  Thanks t o  Carol 
Anderson, Wayne Hecker, Dave Pengelly, Martha Yale, Bre t  Doucett, and Steve Niday f o r  a 
job  well-done! 

Trapper Peak - Mink Lake - Boulder Creek, October 18: I had o r i g i n a l l y  intended t o  
s ta r t  t h i s  t r i p  a t  the Boulder Creek t r a i l h e a d  and come ou t  v i a  t h e  Trapper Peak 
t r a i l h e a d ,  b u t  -came t o  my senses and decided t o  do t h e  t r i p  t h e  opposi te  way. T h i s  



saved Bre t  Doucett  and m e  1 ,800 f e e t  of e l e v a t i o n  g a i n  sad allowed u s  t o  do t h e  t r i p  
down and back i n  one day. S t i l l ,  w i th  an  o v e r a l l  e l e v a t i o n  g a i n  of 4,100 f e e t ,  it was a 
h e a l t h y  twelve hour  h i k e  f o r  me.  W e  reached t h e  Boulder Creek t r a i l  i n  d a y l i g h t  and 
on ly  had one hour  of headlamp h ik ing .  - Martha Yale. 

Mount Harding, October 18: A r t  Gide l ,  P e t e r  Dayton, Dan Weinstein,  and B r e t  Doucett  
set o u t  t o  climb Mount Harding i n  t h e  Mission Mountains v i a  i t s  Northwest ~ i d g e  on a 
b e a u t i f u l  i nd i an  sununer day. The mountain looks very s t e e p ,  b u t  t h i s  r o u t e  is only  a 
scramble u n t i l  t h e  l as t  few hundred f e e t .  The climb s t a r t s  w i th  s e v e r a l  thousand f e e t  ' 
of bushwacking up t h e  s t e e p ,  brushy s l o p e s  which lead  t o  t h e  r i d g e .  Once on t h e  r i d g e  
t h e  s l o p e  is more g radua l  and t h e  vege t a t i on  more open,. b u t  w e  encountered s e v e r a l  
inches  t o  a f o o t  of snow. Bre t  had climbed t h e  p i t c h  lead ing  t o  t h e  summit f r e e  i n  t h e  
summer, b u t  t h e  snow on a l l  of t h e  l oose  rock made t h e  cl imbing a b i t  more d i f f i c u l t .  
W e  had ropes and p r o t e c t i o n  and sc ra t ched  a t  it f o r  a whi le ,  b u t  even tua l ly  wimped o u t  
and headed back down a f t e r  checking o u t  the view t o  t h e  Eas t .  W e  d i d n ' t  make t h e  
summit, b u t  w e  had a fun  day. - P e t e r  Dayton 

Missouri  River ,  October 31-November 1: P r e t t y  much on t h e  spur  of t h e  moment, 
Col leen  Hunter,  Mike Hi l lygus  and I decided t o  f l o a t  a s e c t i o n  of t h e  Wild and Scenic  
Missouri  River  and do a Lit t le  b i r d  and dee r  hunt ing .  W e  d id  t h e  s e c t i o n  from Lama 
Fer ry  t o  V i r g e l l e  Fe r ry  i n  two canoes,  camping on an  i s l a n d  Saturday n i g h t .  This  
s e c t i o n  of r i v e r  is only  about 2 1  miles long,  b u t  w e  spen t  a l o t  of t i m e  messing around 
on va r ious  i s l a n d s ,  and ended up paddl ing  ou t  by moonlight.  The weather was warm and 
p l e a s a n t ,  and t h e  r i v e r  r o l l s  a long p r e t t y  w e l l ,  a l though it i s  completely f l a t .  W e  saw 
l o t s  of upland b i r d s ,  inc lud ing  a f l o c k  of about  f i f t e e n  tu rkeys ,  b u t  e s s e n t i a l l y  no 
ducks o r  geese.  W e  had a b i g  Pheasant; f e a s t  Saturday n i g h t ,  and I bagged a mule dee r  
buck. It was a most en joyable  f a l l  t r i p .  - P e t e r  Dayton 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Name : Phone : Mail a Check payable  t o  

"Rocky Plountaineers" t o  
Address: Arnold FinkZfn, P.O. Box 

Missoula,  Montana 59807 
Check one: I n d i v i d u a l  ($6.00/year)  Family ($8.00/year)  

THE W U N T A I N  EAR 
P.O. BOX 4262 
MISSOULA, MT 59806 

FIRST CJaASS MAXL 


