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Time and Place: 7: 30 p .m. on Wednesday, December 9, a t  the Montana Power Building, 
1903 Bussel l ,  Hissoula. 

Program: Donna Howell of t h e  Water Quality Bureau of t h e  Montana Department of 
H e a l t h  and Environmental Sciences w i l l  g ive  a t a l k  on everything you always wanted t o  
know about Giardia b u t  w e r e  a f r a i d  t o  ask. Donna is one of the  leading experts  on 
Giardia i n  t h e  state, and is coming from Helena t o  give t h e  t a l k .  This top ic  should be 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  members of t h e  c lub  no t  only as outdoorspersons - probably each of us  
knows at  least one person who has  become infes ted  by t h i s  pesky p a r a s i t e  - but  a s  
c i t i z e n s ,  a s  indicateda by t h e  Rattlesnake Beaver controversy which is still i n  
progress.. Donna w i l l  emphasize top ics  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  backcountry t r ave le r s ,  
such as methods of t r e a t i n g  water t o  avoid ge t t ing  s ick .  

TRIP CALENDAR 

2ec-,1e have %een relrl~tazt, +10 S C ~ P , & I ~ D ,  t rFps  f o r  !kcember because it hasn ' t  been 
snowing very much, and they dont t know what the snow condit ions might be l i k e  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  month. But i f  w e  g e t  some snow, I am su re  t h a t  the re  w i l l  be  l o t s  of t r i p s  every 
weekend, so j u s t  call around. 

L i t t l e  St, Joe Cabin: The annual sk i  t r i p  and turkey f e a s t  a t  t he  L i t t l e  S t ,  Joe 
cabin  in the B i t t e r r o o t  Mountains w e s t  of Florence w i l l  t ake  p lace  from Friday morning, 
January 1, t o  Sunday evening, January 3. Those not  up f o r  such extended partying a r e  
inv i t ed  t o  drop i n  f o r  a day o r  overnight,  Contact Ralph Flockerzi,  549-9986 or  
728-5462, for d e t a i l s .  

Mount Ranier: Anybody in te res t ed  i n  climbing Mount Ranier by t h e  Gmmons Glacier 
r o u t e  in t h e  latter p a r t  of January o r  any time i n  February is  invi ted  t o  contac t  Steve 
Xiday, 721-3790. The t r i p  would probably take  f i v e  days from start t o  f i n i s h ,  bu t  might , 
be extended o r  combined with other  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  area.  

Mount Sa in t  Helens T r i p :  Anybody in te res t ed  i n  climbing Mount S t .  Helens and 
touring t h e  c r a t e r ,  probably sometime between l a t e  February (when the  days g e t  a b i t  
longer) and early April,  is invited t o  contact  Peter Dayton, 728-8101. The Park Service 
finally began t o  allow people t o  climb t h e  mountain l a s t  May, but  the  c r a t e r  and the 
zone t o  the nor th  of it w i l l  remain closed except when t h e r e  is snow on t h e  ground. 
This  winter  w i l l  be  the f i r s t  t i m e  t h a t  members of t h e  publ ic  have been allowed i n  the  
crater. It should be  q u i t e  a t r i p  - t h e  c r a t e r  walls  are c l i f f s  about two thousand f e e t  
high, and t h e  lava  dome is present ly  about 900 f e e t  high. The t r i p  should t ake  f i v e  
(possibly four)  days from s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h ,  and would involve two nights  of camping on 
the mountain, (Subject t o  cancel la t ion  i n  case of volcanic eruption) .  

Desert R i k i n ~  T r i p  i n  Utah o r  thereabouts,  i n  March, Apr i l ,  or  ea r ly  May. Various 
loca t ions  are under consideration. Anybody in te res t ed  i n  ge t t ing  involved is invited to 
contac t  Peter Dayton, 728-8101. 
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TRIP REPORTS 

Salmon and Snake Rivers, September 4-7: The l a s t  f i f t y  m i l e s  of the  Salmon River 
flow from Whitebird, Idaho, near Grangeville, w e s t  t o  its confluence with t h e  Snake 
r i v e r ,  Our Labor Day' adventure was t o  run t h i s  near ly  undeveloped sec t ion  of 
whitewater, followed by twenty m i l e s  on t h e  Snake River. Our takeout po in t  would be 
near  t h e  in te r sec t ion  of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. Out pa r ty  consisted of two 
f r i ends ,  Wayne and Beverly, i n  a fourteen foo t  r a f t ,  and myself i n  a kayak. a l l  of our 
gear f o r  t he  four  days was secured i n  t h e  r a f t .  we  planned on f loa t ing  about twenty 
m i l e s  each of Friday through Sunday, and on completing the  remaining t en  miles on Labor 
Day. 

The Salmon* s water l eve l  was a t  an all-time recorded low, which meant t h a t  w e  could 
generally expect r e l a t i v e l y  easy rapids.  The most popular r a t i ng  system f o r  whitewater 
cons i s t s  of Classes I through V I .  Classes I and 11 a r e  usua l ly  easy, negot iable  by an 
open canoe i n  most cases.  Class 111 rapids  a r e  s i gn i f i c an t l y  more ser ious  f o r  any type 
of c r a f t ,  and should be t rea ted  with respect .  Class I V  is  po ten t ia l ly  dangerous, and 
must boaters scout these  from shore before attempting t o  run them. Class V water is 
beyond most kayaker ts  a b i l i t i e s ,  frequently f l i p s  the  l a r g e s t  of r a f t s ,  and is always 
dangerous. Most have claimed several  l i v e s ,  Class VI rapids  a r e ,  of course, only f o r  
t h e  mentally unbalanced. Our t r i p  would include many Class I and I1 rapids ,  about 
twenty-five Class III runs, and one Class I V  s t r e t ch .  So' you see ,  w e  r e a l l y  could 
simply r e l ax  and t ake  i n  t he  scenery, o r  could we? 

W e  found t h a t  t he  Class I1 rapids  tended t o  be harder than a t  normal flows, but  t h a t  
t h e  C l a s s  111's seemed ea s i e r ,  A s  a r e s u l t ,  it was easy t o  be a b i t  complacent and 
overconfident, 

- 
Wayne and Beverly w e r e  ahead of me about one hundred yards zs xe zpproached the 

four th  C l a s s  111 rapid  of the  day, Now t h e  name Bodacious Rapids doesnt t sound a l l  t h a t  
int imidating,  does i t ?  A s  I p l i ed  t h e  entrance whitewater, I saw Wayne and Beverly h i t  
a l a rge  wave, c e r t a i n ly  t h e  l a rge s t  of t h e  t r i p  thus f a r .  A t  t h i s  po in t ,  I rea l i sed  
t h a t  my s k i l l s  w e r e  t o  be  t es ted .  Then, t he  r a f t  took a r e a l l y  BIG drop, and it looked 
l i k e  t h e  r a f t  might no t  push over t h e  top of t h i s  t r u l y  eno&ous wave. There t h e  r a f t  
sat, angled up a t  a f o r t y  degree angle, on a wave s i x  f e e t  higher than i ts  fourteen-foot 
length.  Wayne rowed fur iously ,  Beverly leaned forward, but  t h e  r a f t  was no t  t o  surmount 
t h a t  wave t h i s  day! Wayne missed a s t roke  with one oar. Slowly t he  boat turned t o  t he  
l e f t ,  s l i d ing  down i n t o  t he  hole  a t  the  trough of the  wave - how slowly t he  r a f t  seemed 
t o  t i p  over, t h a t  huge fourteen fo-ot Avon r a f t .  

Now it is my tu rn-  Is it poss ible  t h a t  I can r e a l l y  make it through t h i s  monster 
and help rescue Beverly and Wayne? Where the  h e l l  is Beverly? I s ee  Wayne's red l i f e  
ves t .  The upside down r a f t  r o t a t e s  f u l l  c i r c l e  - still  no Beverly. Cripes - here  it 
is. I don" have near ly  enough speed, I am sidewise in the  hole ,  bracing with my 
paddle l i k e  no tomorrow: I think I stil l  must be upright .  Then, I am airborn,  r e a r  of 
the boat s t r a i g h t  up, landing upside down, Am I s t i l l  i n  t h a t  awful hole? Should I t r y  
t o  r o l l  up? What i f  I t r y  a r o l l  and dont t make i t ?  Would I then have enough air t o  
w e t  e x i t  my boat ,  f i g h t  off  the  hydraulic currents ,  and ge t  t o  t h e  surface? 

I release t h e  spray s k i r t  and push myself out  of t h e  kayak. Damn, I drop my 
paddle! No hydaulic- I can breathe! I see  Beverly's l i t t l e  head bobbing next t o  t he  
r a f t .  Another r a f t  of three  persons is f r a n t i c a l l y  paddling t o  help Beverly and Wayne 
push the  inverted r a f t  in to  an eddy, Who a r e  these  guys - we hadn' t  seen anybody f o r  

-- two days. And here  they were, a s  i f  we had ordered them. Now a l l  I have t o  do is f ind 

\- my paddle - the re  it is twenty-five f e e t  downstream, moving f a s t .  I have t o  l e t  go of 
my boat and s w i m  f o r  t h e  paddle - got it. Now f l o a t  on my back, and paddle upstream 



toward the  kayak. I ' m  nearly exhausted, but  I ' v e  got  the  boat .  How f a r  d o n  w a s  that 
next set of rapids  - can ' t  remember. I push and p u l l  the  water-f i l led boat towards t h e  
rock ledges on t h e  nor th  s i de  of the  r i ve r .  Final ly  I ' m  the re .  Steady the  nerves, talc< 
a deep breath. - ." : - i 

- - 

MEHBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Name : Phone : Mail a-Check payable t o  

"Rocky Mountaineers" t o  
Address : Arnold Finklin,  P.O. Box 

Hissoula, Montana 59807 
Check one: Individual  ($6.00/year) Family ($8.00/year) 

Later that &y, even the  Class I V  rapid ,  Snow Hole, was easy - I walked around it. 
W e  kept waiting fo r  another crazy Class 111, but Bodacious was unique. A g rea t  r i ve r  
t r i p ;  t r u l y  memorable. A r t  Gidel .  
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For a l l  your shoe repairs, 
re?aJrs, h i h n g  boots resoled - co%e "AN O A S I S  FOR THE 
to 1230 4 .  Kent - no th nd of 
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1 9 8 7  bicycles now on d i s p l a y .  
- C N O N D A L E  . PEUGEOT . ROSS . UNIVEGA 
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THE MOUNTAIN EAR 
P.O. BOX 4262 
HLSSOULA, HT 59806 
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?lOUNT-AIN BIKES AS LOW AS $ 2 1 9 . 9 5 .  

WE RENT CAIJNONDALE MOUNTAIN BIICES! 

PARTS. REfjAIRs.  ACCESSORIES. tLomING 

2100 South Ave. W. 5 3 9 - 2 5 1 3  
U i s s o u l a ,  MT 59801  
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