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Qui Frbllcly, Novernbe?~? 17%ki, a $:bre@ - 
nnan pmbkr a*L%empte$*T$; c l im 'b  N~PonaSld P ~ a k  in Ghe M i ~ s i o l r  Mow1'a.- 
.t;akx~@, %ibe, pwtZ;y ac? r~~f .n t sd ,  uf Thaa Lowiucy , Barn Rraxton m!1,8- 
Rus&ull Ill@$t80 The e:Ljirnb wus ateernpted from the wes$ rs$dn o f  
%ha, mounqt;ain, 'kry  we^ cof MeDonala Reservoir ~r,"~1,d~ MeDonaXd O:~eak, 
Tb%a sou%@ d.531Pf $wau:B. t . % ~ ~ C B , U B B @  of: t;he. bnslxwae,kin.g .S.mvolR~~@$~d 
bieXc:w kxk~danrb@r~ki!~~~f&o 'Pba ma%n pwpoa@ of t h i s  t r a p  wa~i t o l  1~33~ 
omki l %Pi43 ILy ~3.4.mbing acw.%e e throup;h Z;he erperAr,ksar,es , of P~IQ~! 
m o  Tba,d. ;.B.w veziry: farnA&if,c~ w i t h  gorlb$.on og Z;hs Mfs6f~uxh~ 
o,nd hlw luno~r:Lca8gc.: din chooefn.g poes%b?ole acsu2;as px?arove4 &nvaDaa'b7~,@*~ 

WaaLher axmd snow ~andi.&l;ians were a sasi0,ts Bs%~$men"r~% Lo 
the  cJ.imbl an& were the p;c%nlasy causes o f  EaiLurcr. tn galn tih% 
s t,amm.$.L , 

Dt;t$ail.s o f  the %:rip are us f ol.lowe :; Ths. pavty l ,ef$ Higg$ms 
aria Ekoadwa~r a t  5 ;QO A,ti!, and Z;ravellea 48,2 m f l e ~ ;  $0 th2 f%:cmst ma4.n ' 

road! fuxhning eas t  af te r  the Post Greek Store an Higla,w~~y 93 FJQx:tltb, 
Bemziir~. on the ~ t r a i g k r b ~  grnvolleil soad @asti un%fvl you, d~.d~rr l {ad  ad; 
a % ~ ~ ~ g e  br~?ipa*t;ion tii~teh (3,8 miles from Plwy, 9310 Turn leSt a% 
t l 3 . i ~  tim@ and j?rosaed to Mcl)ona&d Raaer~~o5'r (1 ,Sf ~9.1~3s from iL3c~%g- 
a2;inal dltah).  krn L e f t 3  the e,m at 6 3 5  m.and ax~ed the well-mark@d. 
%.sail along klze nor%3?. s$ds of t h e  reserv'oaoflr. A %fu7ge ~camps%%e can 
b~r. ~bse rved  on the  =bra.il  a% the east end (upper errdJ a f  tihe resssr- 
voir.. (%laimp? 7 $25  AM)^ We Lux*net% south across the cs~,@.lt a% tihis 
poixht and i ; h ~ i ~  head a long, ckesp traverse eastwad ttxauglz tAnib@r 
~xnd. b$!ugh to a point; at; " c h e  base of West McDonaXd Pf2a3c gtim~, 3.2; 30 
PH), T h i s  waa chosen as O@TP ' D ~ V O U B ~  area and prcr.ov@d to be the, onXy 
su i t ab l e  spo t  on the rid.ge ;e, (elevation, 5,900 fk, ), 

, 

A.n attemp'c f o r  the. ewmiZ; waa made at 12:45 l?YB Deap we% 
, sxlcw , f OUR wa;~~;1q~s, 2nd darkness, howeverr, res%xd,.ct;cd thp! eZimb i ;~ + 

. i the glaoli.e~~ fat; the haad of  bhw e j rque on the uou%ln-was% barje o.E %he 
sumn8d;, 'P lz f l~  &lac@ i e r  1 %e a be tween W ~ a t  and mn$n !Mcll o~1u3.d Pe aks .  
Wo! returmd, to the bivouaa: cGmp at 5 r 20 ~rawelZi,ng$ fcorn th@ f 00% 
o f  the g I ~ c % e r  5.n 4.0 minutea by snnw8hoesc, 

The": f o~blowfng day we broke camp a'b 3: 30 AM nnin reactmd 
NcPmald. Creak cnnlpsite and t r a i l  by 12 $05 PH, an.& ~eaahad ,  the ~ a ~ l  
b ; ~  agxo EW. 

T h i ~  ar@a has much $0 of fe r  by its v ~ i 6 d  types of cl5.raimbing 
wlzj.ch :inel.uda bo'bkk roek and 5.ce work, Op@n.j,ng of 'chls p:~u]posal-t 
r o u t a  'by next mmnrn~@s f s, snthusiast  kcally ant f eipa2;eii by P,t~~tks pts4;~ 



Ox1 No~rembcr 28.l;b Sam. Braxton and ~ w d n k r  Mi,JXer hiked dan%s 
thbi~~.  arn.8 pr$aazbily t o  l ewn the. approach route ,  W q  'left Miesoulrt 
8% 6e5CI AM +a,& ,tlrovr;l to %he dam af St. Maryus Lake v ia  Arlee a d  
Twin, X,,i'ces ---- some. o f  t h i s  road i s  not kept open 2n i;hs winter  oo 
we hae some ~oupjh ~l;o~ing even wikh Eouah-wheel &$ve, in the wA~%ea? 
i t  wudL8 bo btf t ter  $0 go v i a  St, IgntitPus and even %ha$ road . , may 
not 'Je open dhi~ugh i f  twas on t h i s  &ate, 

Narthvmx~d~ frog the dam a. steep drainage T ~ B @ @  vex7 ab~uptly %-- 

t~r&t th@ fup  i a  mu~b farGhsr aww than it Xoolcs! The eoxVreat; apg- 
F O E L C S ~  $0 tihe St, Mary a Peak - No F%sh Zlake maa f s tip %h%s drahsra- 
&&gey ~ t a y l n g  t e  tihe LefP; f o r  *he firs$ few bunsXred. vert ical ,  feet t t a  
avofist hraaeh, then on up .the dxainage stceply but witlaou% mub;kh "buf3h- 
wlz~prk$~~~g"~ o 

t; '; 
\ 

Wa stayed on Z;he ~ i d g e  ((reaPly a very steefi beqad %ouew)  
un%f ll we reaehad, af t e s  several hours, the. higheat po.iht:'+vlsibla 
from %he 8w~arr below, 'In about ' 1% hari~onla& mlgPes we: koqe. YPom 4050' 
ele~matioxa at the dm. to abouk 8,200 f G , on the ridge ; a -'rf see,' o$ 
4,1! ft. A t  $his  point  we had a good view of the y e o t  bide of 
G;@ywoEf Plr,---vertical e l i f f  s coated with rime --- and o f  S%., Mafyv B 
Pk,, but we werenut able. to sea. No Fish Sake which l%es  a% %;he base 
o f  &e;ywoPf: on the west s ide ,  

A% th58 time of yeas, snowshoeing p a r t  of the w a y ,  slipping 
and, s l i d ing  on steep grassy slopes lower down, m d  plawing "i;hrougt~ 
de@p snow on foo t  higher up made a very slow and ' exhaustPtrg t r k p , .  
We %usned b a ~ k  a.b 4n30 EW and. arrived backat  ibbe am by Eiiashl%gh% ' 

at 7sR.5 PM, I 

Dw%ng the snow season there does not app& to be my wqy krrbo 
thAa mea whieh i s  not exposed to severe avale~lche dangers,, The 
writer urges $ha$ ppeopl~ stay out of here en t i re ly  whenever t h e  anm 
is. mar@ than nnbbou$ two f ee t  deap, Bf , despite  the avalanche s3.b 
anation, you do rn&@ t h i s  t s i p  by a3.l means s t a y  slbest' trcd %lies@ 
danger6 --- *beat the snow U s  s%abilf ty pariadfeaXly, keep yam pmey 
spxbaad apaxb% ho~j izonta l l ty~  tralif avalanohe cords,,  and each person 
carry R Il%gh;h%w~igh+b alum%rium snow shovel and. a see%PomalPeed aurala- 
ah.@ probg, X ~ a n n ~ t  emphas%ze too  strongly, howaver, tha t  R ~ . % B  %E+ 
rf aky ---* elrese are major avalanche sliopes! Even the. rfdge whieh 
wc~1 followe8 Jls very dtangesous as i t  As so stcacs.p and broad, 



For m a n y  rnaunt;aineers wirlter i s  %he fgnera'b o f  y e a  -- 
with proper Icnowl,edg@, 'equipmentg and precau%ions, sk8 .t;ourA~tng 
and winter ellrnbing arid camping are thrilling m8. unPorg@t%&bl@ 
experience s o  

BOwever, there are YWO unique  danger^ connpcted wi,%h v ~ i n t e ~  
moilrrtaineering with which you should' be l;haroughly f a m & Z % ~  in 
order to succ@ssfully avoid them -- cold wowbher anQ nnow avab  
ane)111;e8 

POUR faat8 about snow avalanches can not be emphasi-eed 
. stro,ngly -- 

1, Steep slopes (50-45 degkee elopes are  the most dangb 
, erous), par t i a l ly  or non-Gimbered, wikh sufficlen'b 

snow to' cover the ground oba%ructions avaXtimch@ 
if snow conditions w e  favorable.. 

20 The higher mountain weas of WESTERN MONTANA pxboauce 
thqusands of deadPy avalanches each winter -- %has 
fas t  i s  no% wide3.y secognised simply because so few 
people g e t  i n t o  these areas. 

3. Most victims are caught by avalanches they or  t h @ b  
par ty  release l 

4 In *he mountafns,far from organized. rescue groups, 
your chances of survival, if youvre buried by an 
avalanche , ase - even with such groups 
nearby your  ch ly aren" tbetter than 

With these f ow. facts  f i rmly in mir%d,  observe %he following 
t ravel  rules  in avalanche terrain -- 

Never t ravel  alone, 
Only one nerson at a time should be exposed to avaP- 
&cj;ed,m&m . 
Stay off of avalanche paths by following %be ridges , 

or by staying in adense timber -- avoid idsteep slopes,  
espscially lee. slopes -- and use especial care during 
aria shor t iy  a f t e r  snow stormac 
Don t camp or stop 'under or on avalanche.' paths 
The mast dangerous times are;  
an During and r i gh t  af ter  heavy snowfall or 

prolonged periods of strong winds, 
b, Etcolonged cold epeZP8. 
o. Deep thawing, 
d, Rapid changes of temperature, including 

' cooling after sun setso 
e , Unusually deep snowpaek, . 

Dofit assume a slope is safe just be~at~se  %t didno t 
sl5.de with the first man to cross it-- &n a number o f  cases 
many people have crossed a dangerous slope before the  
avalanche , released, in one case catdbing the 39th man to 
cross!.! . ' 

7 o Ask MissouLa ,Ski Patroamen f o r  advf ce , Gordner Miller 
is Avalanche Advisor f o r  the ISk% P & ~ Q X  in %his division, 
'Porn Choate is the &rala%che In&truct;or fop MiasouZa. 
Pa t ro l ,  . - -  and - .  Tom - . Coll ina is a ' regiqterea avahnche instructor - 



'I-. 

i' 
Xi: you must ~$~,rwss @,XI ;;nav3,anche ~ E a p e  (steep, pa r t ly  ox! $run- 

l;iniber~!d., d.etjp snow ) observe t lac~e ppeoau t i on~  ,T 

, Ronlova wr$.sft; 8 t rwpg f~xm ~k39.~; ~ A X I , ~ ,  3.oosen binding& t.b 

Lo o sen ptmk , 
Z O  Cl.ose up your alnth%nc;, puf on wB mitfans, ra%s@ 

y.ou.r pc3,plxa. hand, and. t i e  ~ c a r f  over y o w  mouffn and noseril 
39 T r a l E  an. wal.ml&~s aor& -- 30-60° o f  brlp;h$ly aol.ored 

aord L i e d  wx~~md your wn&st, 
4 Cram ahope one psrson at a t l m @  as rapSd3,y as por~s ib le ,  

others observixrg from a safe plaae, 

If you iu*s caught by an avslaneh@, try %o do tE?@ fol2.owing 
%kings :: 

Call O I X ~  to part;y m@mbers, 
T r y  to ~ e %  to sid.@ edge o$ aval.anohe, 
3f you cano% esqape, get; r%d of: polee, Ace axe, skis, 
snowshoes, an& p e c k  -- p a b  hold a f  a tree, 
If' you 6 a P t  hard, an to slsl [)anchoru (tree, rock,  etco 1, 
try to o s ~ s ~ m U  to stay on the  surface, .keeping head, uy~hiZL0 
If buried, cover mouth and noae , and. ntake a su rema e f  f or% 
%u ~ e t  some Gpace aroirnd face nnd chest as t&$?i%%~an-inche 

Donut panie --* t r y  to dig  out (saliva w i l l  droo1 E, ea 
a g  2) -- relax -- d.txriv t waste much energy shou%ango 

If you are n aurvfvor: o f  an avalanche accident, dlo the follow- 
ing things g 

Don% ppan%a,, 
Cheek for iur thev~ s l ide  dange~--tbink wt~!hat; to doo 
Mark the U l a a t  seenQpolnt of the ~ic ' t ; i r i l  a d  the stoppd~ng 
point  o f  the snow from t h i s  j,~oirrt;--the v5etim bs nem %he 
fax1 f ine  between t l ~ e s a  %no poi,nLso 
Make a quick eearch of: t ho  s l ide  surface from the East seen 
pa in t  d.own the fxl.1 l i n e ,  
If it will take more than several h o u c ~  Lo  st h@l,,pp %he 

* 

surcviva~s sho~nld m a l c e  as% Z;horough a seilrah as possible ,  
probknine; with po3.e~ around l i k e l y  aretlat9 
S ~ n d  for help--only one or two go f a r  haLp, other8 continu.@ ' 

searbehing, Travel safely arid avoid exl~austion as youUll ba 
axpectcd tu roturn, wi%h %ha rescue ~ ~ o u p - - ~ i v a  exaci; and 
detclilod informat;ion to the rlescue leader. In Mi~jsoula calk 
any individual  Ski I?atrol. nmmber or the :iheriPf, 
F i r s t  did -- YIt;It;r'eut t h e  vyictim f mrned.%ataly f o r  suf f o~a%5~olx, 
use olosedl-chest hew% massage if he,~~irt baa s%o;?ped, trail% 
f o r  ollook amd g o t  vict irr~ imw:am, and then t r e a t  othw in$axies, 

If you warit to LEARN I~Om ubou2; avalanches, aorrtact GarcXn@r 
Miller f o l r  materialb. Ski Pat ro l  Avalanche Gehool 3.s held annuuLL;~~ 
wl.l;h class sessions in i.:issoula snd f i.ebd. s e s ~ i o n a  a,%. Brf~ager Bowl, 

L/ B E S O X ~ M ~ I ~ ~  



Pmb$ng Ghe weekend of Novemb~r 18-19, a pwfy  o f  Ghmt@, 
Ron ma Don Berg and B i l a  Dentmn, snewshoad i n t o  a l o g  cub%m $n 
the  Ra%*Xesna3ce 2ralce' areaa This cabinhn, owned by the. Mahl%W& 
Power Company, about 9O high EiYld 30° 20111g md A 8  %I% . F L " V C ~ ~  good 
oondl.t;%on oxsepP; far a broken window which was boarded. U ~ D  T t  
acaommoBatw f o u r  %n. *ha* %hex% fou r  bunks buqb there 5s pleney 
o f  faoolc sp&,ae,  Also,  %here $6 a kRtahen stove, platas,  ma eating 
uGenaiP~d Underngatkr one o f  the. bunks 18 a crosrs GUC saw f o r  PB- 
plen%sIling the wood supply, 

The. snow depth was about 2% but markers mxmnd the cabin. 
iuiuldicate $he snow TaXL to average around 10° as the winter advances, 
Tho tempsralure was aboue 20 degreeso I 

Ta. ge$ $0 t h i s  cabin, drive up the main Rattleanake. Road 
about one n i l e  paat gateco Turn l e f t  aZ; %he Spr&ng Gulch Road0 
B ~ l l o w .  l A ~ i 8  road t o   it^ end three mlPcs fartherwhere "che  t r a l P  t o  
Rattlesnake Lakes and Stuar.t; Peak starts, Rrochd up thLs %r~;rall 
f o r  about Pour miles to the Snow Course junct3,.on (dn rid@& 

As the sign= points out, keep going s'craighi; ahead, slcairting 
SLu8r.t; Peak on the l e f t  o r w e s t  side of the r idge .  When f i n a l l y  
a% the extreme l e f t  (north facing) side of Stuart  Peak the tral89. 
then heads N'by NW along the r%dge, climbs a small knoll and thew 
goes down to a level\ $ort;ion on. the other  side of that; kno%L EWre 
there is a. major and'4well-marked junctione @?he treill J u s t  described 
i s  This. t ra i l  keeps following the ridge, skirts Mosqgitea 
Peak, and terminates at the Rattlesnake Divfde., 1 Trahl. #509 %s %h.e 
one w h i ~ h  goes 'co the cabin, 

Prom the junction go NE f o r  about 30 yds, cu% left -- 
and. downwards for some 100 yds, as the traiZ angles &own the aiae of 
%he ridge, On both sides of the .trail thee trees grow thickly,  ~uclkt%ntj: 

t r a i l  easy to find, We were unable t o  find the t r a i l  when we -#  

I 

ci3kiihE out of those e;ree~j, Wc wont l$E downwards across a small beneb. 
f o r  anotlaer 100 yds,, picking p a r t s  of the t r a i l  up here and there, 

. F:Ln&Il$ we reached th,he north shore of McKinley Lake which was about 
a half mile f rom the t o p  o f  the ridge, It is poss ible  to so@ t b i a  
lake from on t o p  of the riclge, Looking straight  dawn, 

. ' 

Upom roaching %his lake, go NE, staying on the lefl; of kk1.e 
lake's ou t l e t  f o r  75 yds. Xf the hikes gets of f  the t r a i l ,  he may' 
a r r i v e  at the top  of a 30' 'drop-off, If so, turn to the righ:ht,, 
Quickly the  arop-off decreases t o  nothing, Hers Ghe tra%X goes &own 
beneath %he drop-off , !J?here are enough blazes on ths t rees at %his  
point  to f oliow about 200 yds, past a. smal% pond and then a smaEB 
cra%h. which is about, 50 yds. from the cabino 

- 
The approx5mbmate time go.ing one w a y  i s  6 hours a% moderate, 

.I ' ) speed, .. 

Ron Berg 



tam = 00.8 rudlee , 

to 8 = 1.7 mi. [few yaa9d~ . , ewt of &~idl bridge) 
to @ = 8. l miles 
to @ = 3.8 mi, [ c ~ ~ e s  b~idge cqve~ &itch, ~b0u.t 25 y ~ d a ,  

tarmofS onto $Ria$ logging ro&) 
@ t o  @ = 1.0 mi. for care, i,l mi. for: 4--whed &$v@ 
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