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MONTHLY N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  ROCKY MOUNTAINEERS 

SStrUL4, (PU) - This seaso?ls ski ing ,  even touring,has proved 
o be val':""lle experqence for s l a l o m  race rs  - around tight 

gates of t r ee s  and rocks ,  

Vermont SkjLift Closed by Drifts up+@ 36 
.-. d . . .  J - 

F eet Hi3 h, The Be~l r sh i -~e  . . Eagle, Monday, Feb. 1!, 1963. 
I 

I?UTLBND, VT. ( A P )  -- Thirty-five-foot sliow 8 ~ i f t s  forced the closing 
Saturday o f  the East  ? s  highebt ski I i f t ,  t h e  c h a i r  l i f t  at Killington, 
V t .  The wina-whipped snow jammed the l f f t  a p p e ~ a t u s  at the 4,241 foot 
summit. Nearly  fou r  f e e t  o f  snow has f a l l e n  thel;e since Wednesday. 



&SBLT -WTmG - Tuesdas; l4,a~ch 12, 7: 30 PEQ bEU Lofi&ge Conference Rooms 
SKI P . O L  UTilIi4NCm SLIDE PBGw - EYese~Led by Gar$aer &EUer. P~ssZb2y adfi%Load 

movie on sai& mterial, Bbmtai~ res@~ke a m $ %  i ~ d o m - i ; i o r i ~  presez%atJioa ~f %In6 
club p&sh aesign, refreshments, eta=, 

A V U T m  F m  SC2XWT; - TEE3 W-D - MgBCH 9 anit- 10, 9:30 fi%j Snow Bawl, ~ p p ~ r  
chalft. This is a Ski Patsol training session, but illterested nomtaheers are 
~bzvi%.ted to attend a d  learn Lo &e  you^ touring s&ez s .~d  =what %a do if caught 
&a a slide. Ssturday: Danger signs, snag stuay, rescue grocedure, ete. 
Sm&ay: Colltrol metho&, practice rescue. BpLng Xunc2.1 waxx cLolctms. 

Fe?a:m=y- Mee-thg, B 2air -i;xekrbout or" ne&e~e a%Lea&e& %he l ~ x ~ ~ y  aeeting Past  .moa"r;h, The 
eqyLpxnblnL display f e ~ ; t ; ~ e d .  :web fine gear, k g o ~ t e d ,  danrestic, end h~a~-&e. B e  
featwed no-e fraz %ha S$at%Xe Mo?mLzineeaa.s 8h6~ea baste bdmce in ~r&king %?LYb. 
an ice axe on steep &.now m y  scenes of how to arrest a fsXL with %&e =;a. ft 
was sbrt, but; "%dortkwhZ1e3 a d  was 8 h ~ v ~  a g a i ~  1&%r %a. %he evefing %a the 
Bvs9achi3 School, group ma those who vmteb ts see P t  again, 

i 

SILtho~h Febmwy was so dry *hat IittXe %owing CQX&& be &me md proxqi;ed %hLs issue's 
cover, Each cane irr faitla a ~ 1 i X I y  Lfoa%ae ssa,m~s&o-m flat  dropped a roo% 0% powder on 
o m  'k&U. - So the twice p ~ s % p ~ ; ~ ~ , e d  Sweeney P5&k -i;6m vas rahs-tated, big-haUy ei&%t 
%ere going, but by Sunday morning the three w2ves &~ppccl out, as ilid two 02 %he men. 
Thexi after playing "musical ems" for m baour (FOB l?zd e flat and Vic's car was lef% 
FE favor of the X a l l  jeep) ve startea off Eat sine faif the %e$ney Creek Raari. Fanwing 
this as far as the jeep with ehaLns could go, we sibmaone& wheels ( a ~ t e r  gettirlg stuck 
~ c e )  in favor of skis. Th+s road provides excenent access to this high ridge as 

- 

2% %sin& nearly to its crest a d  viYnou% GDW 2s pas~able by c m  t @ r  the poin-b sf -t-re1 
&3*s departure. 

We h%a gained at leas* 2000 feet by Jeep a d  before long had elhibed mother thowa6.  
on skis in the w a r n  swshi,net Eere we found the %sail abrupt* rising froa %he ro& 
str~Lght to -the rMge top (climbers esseutiaX) agd "c"pf!ea pleassntky f o l l m i ~ g  Ythg ridge 
tfmougb q e n  Dou.glas-~i~ -to nemly the. Log ~f a se~g3na rise -where we last the trailo A 

- ~ 'ou te  can be Found along %he ridge top, eessasionelly b1med OF eleaxea, Lhough 
\L no&wa%eLv dense PsdgepoXe, Ws raa out 02 s l a m  md tine Ikpre&ing t raFL SB %he &eep snow 

w d  tmned back about a miLe sh~r-b 02 Sweeaey Pe&k8 s f fne a1pfne s~crtas. Any pwty ge-t"Eirzg 
oxi ths road by 6mm, stastilag at Xeast half-way up the ro&, coufa mike f i e  peak. in 
a say toow. What %oak over few %oms "r; e-b oaw took rn hc=w to i3eseen2 gs-we 
tracked up the powder on the scamhat open, l o r r s tea  slopes mcl then eraZseii 3ovn the 
app-r~prtately--angled seoaa, - x G+~WTE 



h m a c k E s  gn a ridge) fron the MmsB%XL r o d .  5hts r?ew l ~ g g i a g  mail is sc~me%;ha% n~cX6-y fn 
plzces but ?assable to cars, !9@ w e ~ e  a3le t o  put on skiis (1: 30 PX) about 50 yds. up the 
ridge traverse izlto the F=shaICi-&&son's ~ul&h- satidle on the Elitour side of the ridge* 
Tlis is a SX exposme but less bmshy(if snm? is a$equa%~$ t5an the .MarahsU side. The 
climb % o ~ k   bout 3 k~s, up mder goa& x~eaLBer a d  snW 63n6%-k%cm 0~ top %he %%Lad VaS 
bicrwiag wM1e we hsd lunch and en'joyea .the v2ews befare the descent. OnlJr a b ~ - ~ ' ;  E8 nar 

_ snvt 02 ?-tg of sidge an& the eo,"~Lces: were sn2y- ove~hmgfng about 3 f%, at fdi-3 %%m2 as 
cai-;ssech to 6 to 8' last yeas. we %.Lid no6 have time to ski  &G%W +nto -the b m l  so we 

L- hcailecl dawn the ridge bzek t m ~ a ~ 9  tke car. Skiing ou% WEB in "bre&able e ~ l s t "  sso tpe 
d5& 't 60 n ~ e b  f o-m skiing, Ead we beea able to start dm- z. hours earlier it would 
4&'tfe beea an exeeUen% ski out, 

It Ls best to plan early s~ring tows  so that yon anu"e 8Iriirug 8o%m between 1-k: 
b e f o ~ s  the e m t  has a ehmee Lc 9a,3, The Choates and B ~ a t w a s  ma&e -Ua%s af-T;e~noon %0'9a3 
a d  % g ~ o &  t-8 was ha& b$ a19 ~ L I  ~2ite 02 the b ~ " e ~ 8 b l e  c ~ ~ m t ,  - 5, anfixrod 



!-4AIriS= F3:m LLND B0Kl.t AZma approach f ~ o m  &Et.tour Creek 
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And wha% did ve see? lie saw C%OU~S mist: Evgever few i~%rep?d skfe~s 
dia fin& some pretty nice skii~g on 1 ~ a ~  20, 3962. 

%d 

Line, Gary Esu, Liofie1. &+=, @pay Vincent eculdn't w z i t  any i02ge-r 
for cxee weather so set 0u-t $0 see $f s ~ r i n g  skiing %a -pt'~e Boscloa Pass mea aas a= I% 
w a s  d e  out t i 3  be, W s  is r ~ ~ p  TTOU; CF, , 2:ut OP Super20~, kliBneraL Co. , E40ri-L~ -AD 
exce'J&en..t; - t ; w ~ - ~ ~ e  airfit ~ a & 3  goes gsst f-piz ~ - j ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a B  ~ 3 -  cg. a c e a e  ' B t " 9 ~ t  

Gr, me miles aFe posLe& a x o ~ g  %;he %riy, Oa Y Q ~  X O T ~ ~ T  r6zc&~9 t f i e ~ ~  is 8 kmge ~ ~ t p ~ ~ 3 ~ h j - .  
m e  e d e  is not excessive wi_th~at sealfzisg it t;e m i v c &  at smrw l ine  (+5,599 ~ t .  
el-. ) 17.5 .miles h. It was impossible to &rive cTmr a-c t'msugh the snow anJ. ice so we 
took to skis f o r  another 1/2-3/$ mile. &re the ma3 crosses lIoodso Cr. (sign) in a level 
area smromd~& by sleep-siiied ridges, The sp~~sel-y-t2abeped slopes are af v%sxing pitch, 

there was considereble dust on the susfwe %.& gullies due $0 irel"cag, YES? 3-5 f t, 
of snow was pbnky f i z z  andd ~ ~ o v i d e d  exesl%eat skiiag, Dtze to Xw eZ8uds we c6dd  not see 
the ge~eza l  lay o f  the cam-tzr, -theugh we eouLd ade Eoodci; Cabin below us. Veather vas 
~m e n o m  to ezjoy 1mch fur a melted crut area ~ w ~ 6 . e ~  %he =S;rees, L-n every bare meis. 
trilliunwere blooming an& m y  birds were singing. At %the top of the ridge were same 
5-needled pines which cia nat oeeus much lower than 7'000 ft, h e  -to the exeellsnce cf Ck 
r o d s  (waded anzw almost to snm line) this trip coulil be aaae within two hours, 

~ s s o u l a  - Superior 60 miles 
Superior - lios&oo Pass abmt 20 miles 
D/N M i l l  to snow ijne May 20, just 

Cedar Cr. Rae Jet., 17.5 miles 
A t  Supe r i~ r  l e ~ v ;  fi~terstate a% second ex2-k an& turn lef% E G ~ ~ F  high~day, -&?o$i2le~ 

left takes one to the lXmon&==Na";. l&lL on B z 8 ~ t  &. %$-here 8ne bems right. 
- Pizgiumia Vfnceat 

~ ~ m 8 a  IiF6.g~ Rei~ieennaissm-case - June 5, 19.362 

Sk.kiaomtaineering in the LoaD Paalrs area has many  sdvan%ages: closeness to Y f l a ,  
-high elevatiion a d  big open tsrseain. The one disadvantage has been ascessibf15kye Tae 
Cm1bbo~ Creek road is rough, h ~ g ,  steep and best driven in a "jeep". The best %ha& e m  - 
usually be done in a car  other than a four-wheeled drfve, i s  the riQe, wk%re ruts acscss 
the road .make it impassible, 

The Mormon Peak road is a, first class fares% roe&, on a southern exposure which 
keeps it usable later in -the fall a d  earlier in the spying. It 5s only 40 min. &Jrfving 
time From Missoula to Mom Rldge saddle and the M1P C?. Trail $310 take-off. 

Twenty &utes on ?mil 310 ((in good shape) puts you at the l o o t  ~f &-- Ridge. 
- Atout $ nile of t rai l  thro-u+& thick Lodgepole will have to ba mkis here. Above this point 
9t 5s P6irl.y open a U  toe way to f ~ e  s&"t sf fXo.  The ridge is north fadnsg so once 

put on skins you can leave Lhm on. Work up %h%s ridge holding to %he Creek si&e 
' (we&) urtil you reach a r o e b  bluff, which will probably be blam free of snox, just 
mder the Cazlton Xdge, Tm~erse mder "chis a d  "(; the east m d  c l b b  out on the CarBtom 
%age just about 250 vertical feet above the Carlton Laire. Drop d m  to the west about 
396 y&s, 50 oe,rtlczLL fee+& to the saddle between &EU Creek Cwltoa Lake. Bfs 2s , 

the only loss in elevatiorr. to be EX&: on this route. (see mag #I) 

It appears thet one can side-hill to the right. (west) of the rcc7ky bl@fs fn%o 
yas I f i n  Greek-Carltu~ h k e  E B ~ ~ ~ X @ ~  K ~ % ~ o u %  l~srsing any altitude. h e a  may have ava3.wche 
kazard when sm-covere(% bpi; 5% the S W ~ I  %G might be Pine, 

1 --' 

When the mile 04. t r a i l  still not MXy clearea is in shape, this should be 
aKiy a Z$ hour climb to %he .to2 of Carl+on R i d g e  which in itself is a very good skl-off 
fwc -t;h~ae who wish ts go no x t % L e r ,  The b l o  peas above W s  pob-t have ye% $10 b~ i3iU.y 
explored as to their ski mou~"Lsin,aerfrng psssibixties, 

- S m  Brmton 



- 1 ST* JOE (19040g) 

SO-G'k w p  FACE T&%IL*( see asp) 
3 t -  

,_ S m e r  Morths - For moderate&- st,Por~g hikers. Class 11. 93.1~ up 32-4 hours; tixi18 darn 
2$ hours. The traL1 was cleenea out in f alX of 19.962 to extent %ha% horses 
eo~dd -6;ravi;L over it, 1% is ~ ~ k e d  by ye& Piagging up t o  c ~ x g s 5 - C ~ ~ ~  

Winter Mfnths - ''~xce~tional Ski T o n r l ~ g  ~ z e a " ,  For 'oroiierate to strong snowshcers 
skiers. "r-rjme pap depends on far one ~8x1 drive up %he %&rr$ &eek &%iio 
Fksm hm%ay -a. the r o d 4  %he t ixae is &boat ~ f x  %D s2-imn how3, d~~pzafiing i=i? 

snw ma weaflaey eo~6i%ions, Ga~gsiLss are good mi3 water 1s no pz-ob%em as 
"Ghe spring runs nearly yszw , r l o ~ i &  (look on ~ a p ) .  Tim d m  Tor  skiers i~ 
&'out ffour howe by afferent  "route" Y2si t h e  'r-&&x" UQ a d  is s&os% 
ar map. Open slcpes f x ~ m  g000" ir; 6003''; ;id frm 5 0 0 0 ~ ~ 0  osXky- flcoz~ is 
very ogen tQaEie~eii slopes, For =are specffic $ar?,Pom&tion refer CO PIove&er 
1961 issue of " ~ o m t a i n  ~ar". 

*Sic Joseph Peak %aiX sham on USFS m p s  as g~krig over Pi% $ le St,  Joe is 
now praetica1I.y nm-existeat, being en%Lr@ly ~FQPTB~ over plus haviag meh 
0 a .  At %he beginning of the Dmry Creek Fi:o%d fs a Pmege s % p  %elling 
OP fts existernee, bu* the beginntag of fhe t ra i l  i s  ~~aet%tt%lly %~~0ss%'bIe 
$0 fLnd being located a% the temxiauzt of one of -y skid roa&s, This %?a%% 
is iaot recomended. 

ST. JOSEPlE PEAK (BM 9570') 

Southeast Kage Route - For noderately strang hikers, Class IH, Eke e m  be nede EYOD 
picnic area i r e  one fcCU day, 

S~atheast B~abage Route - Sane as above w i t h  &vm%age af having v%-i;er available, 
Essi, Edge Route - For strong hilcers. Class XI, C a n  bit made  x f  end of Lany C,r%ek 

Road, over Little St. Joe, on to the pa& mil back t o  picnic area in one 
- - 

East Face ~ l i e f  Routes - (NO% shorn) - U ~ o n  if have been clinibed. Class V wf%h 
rock not very good ( ) 

South Face Pis.u-te - For str~ysg hikers wiYI roek sermblLrig experience, A fev xi~e~r 
Class III pitches, & p ~ e p a e 6  to spend night on sum&% cz gass -t;s vest, 
T&s trarl to mine and proceed on up fro= there, ( ~ i 9 ~ t e   fro^ Eontana 
Moamtaineers Scrap koks),  

yest Edge Rouif;e - For strong hikers with rock acrmblfi~%g abiU%y, b e  pitch of 
mild Class TII, Steep back pack required to place cam at head waters sf 
South;eo~k of Sweeney Creek by way of pass ou<ol" Bass Creek. On secoocl day 
ean e L M  b o a  St, Joseph a d  S t o m  JGE Peaksa Tb;Es is the 'best route Lo 
peak, 

wmm M o m  
-Sou%heas% Edge Route - For s%~ong skeers m d  snmshoers, Lesser ava1mebe hazard f8md - 

here than other routes bu% be swe 3x3 keep off cornices, Class &I, Is a 
pre-dm to pos$-t3.azk & ~ % p ,  

-U Other Routes - Extreme avdmebe hazard, 

me 0-g cs%aksXLshsd &ra ib  %n %he me8 me; the t ~ a i $  worn& Bass  sake fion 
dam to pass between motenai an& B&sE, the %xx~i1 o~.er pass en&ing at. smPL 
lake at head vaterrs 02 S ~ u t ~ o ~ k  of b l o ,  t ra i l  to eaxgsites on Ijt'Se St. 
Joseph, %he prac%icaU,y nsn-exislent b p p i  Lakc Trail, %m%Z to mr;inse, and 
h a i l  on nortbside of Bass Ckeek (whe~e road is on southsi8e). All others 
=e Rot;z%es, 
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&g@.. HQ&'fElfS : 
B&SS ETQ 39PE -. FTOZE Pk, to s&Ue it ps: a4 eqosa6 naspow crumbling ridge. Can find route 

i 9C?GS;S ~9"bh g2223~tf OD, 
Zii' 3K&-m 80GPm - C x ~ s  via s d p e  for strang h f b r s .  8dvantage is not h a f i g  to 

cross ridge. (Tbkse ape bmotheltical routes &Q$ aone by author). 
-a-~m 32i2oma w 
o..illQI 

@l&&~ E&C filffiedL% br w-vea%kbr 8nd avalwche danger of' asea. bobably nat $et 
&!pe I 

1 

&,LS p ~ ~ g ' ~  
7 

I 

b~@--&X% = 

E&-sm - far strong! hikers. 1dus;rst eirc4ment s e m  c l i T f s  on rice not 
sbm-0 I 

S%&Tit3 BOEE - G93ss If fdk 'strong J&&ers over aoaerate snm  lopes w i t h  Lee 'axes ' . 

requ2re&, = -3 33FE - cJ&$38 a Q'8,Fep S W Q ~ ~  s&& mck fop" noderate uers0 .  - 
r 

--- 
C'Ra - wmm GO-g off w e  aft~a &e area mtserable. BE Ridge Route possible with8~k 
E Z X I U B ~ , ~  - aneseEP to mch a$v&.kck -bwa&. 
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