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Last cam~firss never die, 
And vou and I on scparatc ways t o  LiIais December 

w i l l  a h q s  d r a m  by this last fire 
And have this mountain to remember. - Clark Schurnm 
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ANNOUNCEMERTS 

*The! MOUNTAIN EARE Address has changca frora &17$ Blaine St. MLssoula 
to 2100 South Avr W . ,  Missoula. 
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NEXT MEETING: Tucg; October 8, 7: 30 PM, Confer. ms. MSU Lodge. 
Slfdes of Braxtonls  T r a ~ p c r  Peak trips, General Business Me~tfng 
of the Year, ELECTION Op OFFICERS!, (please bk there s o  you e m  
dafcnd;yoursalf  from being e lec ted  t o  office), As o f  SrcpS;, the 
Choatc@-( our  Vioc-Pres. & see jy-~rcas. ) wf ll be leaving f o r  
Scotland, t h e r e f o r e  these two -gositions, and that of Publisher, 
are morc than -vaoanto R~frsshments will be ssrocsa! 

We would a t  th is  time l i k e  to express our many thanks t o  Tori! aria 
Charlu, f o r  all they have done f o r  the olub - without them we 
would n o t  have been a b l e  t o  provide s o  many of the a c t i v f t f e s ,  
such as a climbing school  whgn the olub was f i r s t  born 9n ' 6 0 ;  
also last  yearns WOUNTAIN EAR' was practically s o l e y  due $0 
his e f f o r t s ,  We 'hope them success i n .  t h e i r  new enaeavors and 
we morc than congradulatttc him on his  S U C C ~ S S ~ U ~  traverse of both 
aummits of M t Q  McKinley laj t  Ju ly .  We hops to have morc on this  
in a later issue, 

A l s o  to be passed out at the  next meeting,  w i l l  be uM5nors, Reson- 
sibilfty Release Forms" .Minors will not be considered i n  the  
club in respect to group outings, until these arc signed by the i r  
parents, T h i s  was neglec ted  last y e a r .  and is now going t o  be 
fcetlficd. Club By-Laws will be on &%splay f o r  those who are 
f n t s r e s t e d ,  

FOP those who want a f a l l  climbing school again - be sure to be at 
the  mcetfng so you @an voice your opinion,  so we aan start  p lanning  
i&s da%@% 'fmmedf a t e l y ,  

Seskral MPT Outfng Club's books on "oek ClimbfngP are a t i l l  avafl- 
able at $1. It is 'a very  goo& book about fundamentals o f  rock 
cllmbfng for beginners,  



c- 

Dues arc due for the 163-164 Beason, and there mag be some dfssent- 
Ion as to whether you can vote  f o r  o f f i c e r s  u n t f l  they arc pafd. 
They arc still only $2.50 agafn this year,  and thfs inoluacs the - 
~ubsc r ip t f  on t o  the MOUNTAIN EMU . Also a number of subserlptfons 
are due and these wtll still be at the rate  of $P/yr, Subscrfbe~s 
will be sen t  no t i ces  as to when their eubscrfctfon become due, 

Congradulatfons to Hal Kanzlcr on hfs ptctorial about the 14fssion 
Range in the August issue of  ~Summitn. We arc hoging t o  be able 
t o  publish more of h9s a r t i c l e s  agafn this year. 

A l s o  some suggestions again have been brought up that the club 
should buy some clfmbfng equfpernent t o  rcnt $0 members. Untff 
it 9s changed by club v o t e ,  we a r e  against ft, As 1% s t m f f ~ ,  
the- I d e a  was vote3  down because, among others t h ings ,  many of" 
the  non-olfmbing f a c t i o n  RIGHTFULLY said that i L -  would be wrong 
t o  access them money for cquipement out of' the club dues that  
they  would n w c r  use. Thus ff the clfmbars would ban together and 
set up their own fund t o  ay for the squlpemcnt, t hen  thfs would be 
OK by t h a  non-climbers. En my op in ion  ( P ~ e s .  1 I would hate 'co 
see the club funds being squandered on this. l ~ o r c  on club funds, 
l a t e r ) .  There is a ttr-rifie wear on climbing equipement, es~eclally 
were novices are concerned, no t  to mention the f a c t  that T. have yet 
t o  see  someone take as good as care o l  a c l u b s  or someone else's 
clfmbfng gear as he would h i s  own. Espeefa l ly  since the ones who 
would be g e n e r a l l y  nearing ou t  t h i s  gear would be the ones who could. 
not a f f o r d  t o  wear ou t  t h e i r  own equfptrnent . Let's lack f t that  
clfmbing gear ,  even under the best of care ,  will n o t  last 1P 1% 
2s doing more than decora t fng  someone's fireplace! We t r f ed  ft 
several years ago and it did no$ work, but if you w a n t  to 'erg f% 
again, by at the  raaetfng to vofek your op in ion ,  

This fall we would Ifkc to bc able to plan several large overnfte  
club outings w i t h  a o t f v i t i c s  for clfmbcrs, non-clfabers,  fishermen, 

etc. We have several places i n  mind, so the rest  fs up t o  yon. 
More on thf s at t he  meeting. 

The club funds arc r a the r  mtck at the moment from buylng a i l  225 
patches, so that they would save you about 3/4 per  patch, Itus 
no t  hard t o  see where the c lub  funds arc - 175x60d - so let's buy 
some sf those patches that vnu a l l  at one time seemed t o  want. 
They a r e  afterall the best  looking club patch fn the nation, 
(The books fne fden t ly  show $58 fon. those who are  Snterestsd, 1 
We arc  determined that the ~M0gRTAT.N EARP will be bfgger and b e t t e r  
agafn thfs year an& I n  the years t o  come, As t o  why we 6Ldnh  
publfsh agafn this summer. We found 9% fmpossfble for a score of 
reasons, !Sor ry ,  may be next  gcarli It stfll costs a $ f / ~ r .  tho, 

We aoublsd our membership last year ,  and we arc hoping %ha% we can 
do the same this year ,  Much o f  the membtrshfp drive 9s up t o  you, 
We are  going t o  Inc rease  our publfcfty thfs year  with hopes of 
bwakcningi some of our next soar nefghbors who clfmb but &fdnt't - 
mal l  ze that  our club cxf ats! 



NORTH TRAPPEW 
by S h i r l e y  Braxton 

Sam and I made three d i f f e r e n t  trips I n t o  the Trapger olrqus - 
I n  an e f f o r t  t o  climb N, Trapper-the thira att&rnpt belng success- 
ful.  his I s  not inc luding  our  ski ascent of  S. T~apper Easter - 
Sunday. ) The first t r i p  was on June 16th w l t h  only Sam and I fn 
t h e  par ty  ( v i a  Trapper Creek). We s l e p t  at the ear Sat. nf%e and 
were on the t r a i l  by four  the next morning. Neither on of us 
felt t o o  good-1 was s l l g h t l y  nauseated from the beginnfng an?? S m  
complained of  nausea l a t e r  on. 

We reached the l o g  crossSng the creek a half hour later, but 
found ft too s l i p p e r y  i n  the early hcurs to cross, so we went 
farther up i t ream and crosses where t h e r e  were two  logs across the 
stream-one we could hang on to. About an hour later we reached the 
main c reek  coming down from Trapper cfrqge. There I s  a f a i r l y  goodl 
game t ra f l  t o  t h i s  pofn t ,  (9am, Gar&er MiEle~, ail Thad Lovary 
have worked on t h f  s t ra i l -marking it with surveyor tape and eleay- 
i n g  the brush.) During both trips fn this way we have stopped at 
this c reek  f o r  our  2nd breakfast, s o  thfs  is now r e fe r r ed  to as our 
iBrealrPast Stopt . 

At th is  point you cross the creek and tangle wlth brush for 
several yards always climbing upwardg and r a t h e r  steeply at that. 
The rou te  is n o t  t o o  hard to follow if one keeps an eye o u t  f o r  
the yelow, blue, o r  orange su rveyor ' s  tape (marked by different 
parties). The p i tch  above the  brush i s  a combinatfon of' a P f t ' c l e  
boulder hppping and climbing over bear grass slopes. One f i rs t  
hears a creek o f f  t o  the  rlght under. the rocks but  St f e  be8t 
wait for water about 15 minutes l aee r ,  as you hike qu i te  c l o s e  to 
the creek on the r i g h t  (another breakfast stop).  

On t h f s  f i r s t  trip In, Sam and 1 made the  mistake o f  head%ng 
for t he  c l f f f s  t o  the west and climbing up on the ridge-"thfnkfng 
we were on the summffr ridge. Thfs unneceessayg move c o s t  as many 
precious minutes ma we know now it was the main m u s e  o f  our  n o t  
making the summit. (The most favorable r o u t e  is t o  head strafgh3 
up 'boulder a1leg.Q keeping relatfvely hfgh under the r idge.  This 
leads even tua l ly  r i g h t  Into the cfro_ue.) Ones we had clfmbed. up 
on the ridge we had t o  dn$p back aown wastfng much energy, we 
were not i n  the cirque u n t f l  afternoon-both very tfrea. The 8ay 
was qufte hot and our  packs weye t o o  heavy for only a day olFmb. 
We unloaded most  of our g e a r  and continue& on the the base of 
the couloir leacling up N. Trapper. The coulofr looked qufte 
but since we d idnl% know how long ft would take to  each the slam- . 
m i t  we decfded t o  t u r n  around, knowing the mountain would stfP1 
be there another day. Five aria a half hours later we were back 
at the o a r  very tired. f di dnu t even attempt t o  the log 
across the creek - straddling it w a s  much eas fe r  - besldee it 
gave my aching Pegs a r e a t ,  

L 

This t r i p  took place on June  27-29 and we were f o r t u n a t e  i n  
having P a t  Leonard with us. P a t  is a most l ikeable character  and 
a l o t  of fun to have along.  As many hours were spent  in the tent ,  
t h i s  t r fp ,  Pat kep't us amused with hfs eomical t a l e s .  We decided 
t o  try N. Trapper from S. Trapper, s o  the hfke in w a s  qufte enjoy- - 
able on the S.T. trafl. We left the car at  5 ~ 3 0  PM on Prfday and 
reached a ?amp site just a timberline at 8:45 PH. The weather wag 
qufte mixea up - oouldngt decide whether to blow,  r a f n ,  hai l ,  o r  - 

even shine.  Snowing, ft l e f t  until later!! We had a a f l l y  o f  a 
win$ storm while walking through the dead s tanding  timbered area 
and w e l d  look up and think 'Wfll they o r  wonut theyou -they didnut! 



Sarn and Pat pLtched the tent during a down Dour of h a l l  and 
l o t s  of wind. I was quite busy cooklng &inner .  One rather amus- 
ing incident I must relate happened at this tfme (amusfng now any- - 
way). I had just mixed an instant chocolate pudalng and 14; was 
jus t  beginning to th icken  when the  hai l  s t a r t e d  f a l l fng . .  The only  
available cover at the time was my hard hat - whfch I thought would- 
make a most ingenious cover, Sam, quite unaware of the goodf es  my 
hat was h id ing ,  began putting the gear in the tent. Too late P saw 
 hi^ pick up my hat and all my 'screaming of @hoe. pudding went m- 
heeded. The poor dear even went so far as to tuna the hat compPeteky 
over - result - ohoc. pudding a-la-hard-hat'! . Sam could not  Srsag- 
inc me dolng anything so stupid as to cover the pr~daing with a hat 
and here I thought I ' d  been q u l t e  clever, Patus only oommen% was 
lthatFi'll teach you to monkey around in a womanus kftehen" S m  
washed the hat out and betrk~een the two of? ua we b l e d  the fnafdea 
qui te  w e l l  by holding it over the prfmus stove, I n o f a e n t s  Elke 
these are all in a days ou t ing  and adds a great dea l  to the menor- 
fes  of a trlp. 

'The wind r e a l l y  howled a l l  F r i .  n i t e  we woke up Sat. %o 
a good six inches of snow, There w a s  quite a ground blfzzard rag- 
9ng but by 10 AM we were all qufite restless, go we headed for E. 
and 5. Trapper. On t o p  of E.T. at 11 AM, we got occasional peeks 
of N.T., bu t  it w a s  a e f i n i t e l y  n o t  the t v ~ e  of weather t o  go visit- 
fng. We reached S.T. by 12 noon and sfgned the r e g i s t e r  - not fng  
our complaints of the weather - and then back to camp, We had a 
l i t t l e  t rouble f indfng the t e n t s  as we were upplyyfng fC by e a r 0  - 
we decided then and there t o  dye our drab green tent a brfgkt  or- 
ange (which I haven't d a m ) ,  It c l e a r e d  up somewhat Sat, after- 
noon and Sam and Pat hiked up to the saadle between S. an2 E.T. 
t o  scout a route across to N,T, 1 took an a f t e~nos r? ,  sfcsta, Sat, 
n i t e  the wind again ~erenaded us to sleep?? But Sunday dawned 
bright and cold, thou h I t  did warm up considerably a w i n g  the  day+. 

W d  l e f t  camp at AM - reached the szddle between S,  antl 
E.T. by qsOO and started down the 1st couloir - the one c loses t  
to E.T. T h i s  coulo$r is very s teep  - a good 60-70 aegrees, The 
gofng was very good though, as our crampons dug in and held, We 
belayed conetant ly  and were quite cautious. I could not t a k e  the 
s t r a f n  on my legs gofng down frontwards - besfdes it scare6 me 
si4ly seeing where I was going - ~trsight down. f went dowrr back==- 
wards, facing i n t o  the s lope .  It t ook  us a good th ree  hours t o  
come down this thfng and I have since taken several glances back at 
tha t t  couloir and thought,  I came down THAT%% ! 

We stopped on some rocks in the  c i rque  for a much earned- re- 
f u e l l i n g  and rest, and were hailed at from a group of  t he  Spokane 
Kountaineers up on the 3.T. ridge. They had drfven over to elfmb 
N,T. but ran out  of time so made S. a m 3 E . T .  angway. They states 
that a storm was  corning so we thought 1% b e s t  to allmb up Into-%-be 
saddle on the south sfde of K T ,  and sea out, Our viafon w a s  
qui te  limited i n  the cfrque due to the clouds, though the stora 
never d4d amount to anything. WC headca up the 1st Teasfable 
route whlch took us longer than we expected and didnut reach %ha 
saddle till l:30, It w a s  q u l t e  an interesting route though* A% 
one point we were tragrersfng back and forth across a r e l a t f v e l g  
smooth slab - w a l k i n g  in a crack a good three Snchea wfde. We 
f e l t  quite s a f e  and only belayea acrosa the las t  pitch where the 
erack g o t  rather slfm. Unknown to us we were being watch by a 
group o f  mountaineers from E.T.  aad the seports l a t e r  s t a t e d  that 
our  elimblng looked quite soectacular. True there w a s  a great  
deal  of exposure but we f e l t  q u l t e  oomfortabla. 



On reaching the saddle P a t  decided F t  bes t  tha t  Sam and he 
cont inue on alone as our time was running out and true - the 'two 
of them could go much faster without o l d  slow poke me. Resignea 

l -, to my f a t e ,  I watch them out o f  sight and then 1 s e t t l e d  back t o  
gunbathe. They were back wf thin the hour though - s t a t 1  ng that the 
peak w a s  much fa r ther  away than they had rea l1  zed. We headea back - 
for camp at 3 PM and ra ther  than drop back down i n t o  the cirque 
we t raversed the backsiae o f  the T. r idge ,  dropping down farther 
than we w a n t e d  to. We -had one tiny practice f n  rappellfng down 
a ra ther  precarious pftch, 

How t i r i n g  it is to have to climb back up to the  top of  the 
ridge - like climbing two peaks in one day - b u t  we were back on 
the  saadlc just below S.T. by 7 PM, From here it was a short snow 
traverse t o  the S.T. ridge then a half hour trudge &own t o  t h e  t e n t s ,  
by th is  time it was 8 :  30 PM. We packed up as qufckly as p o s d b l e  

hLked out by the llght of the moon. It was quite enjoyable. 
We reached the car by 11 PM, once nore very tired, 
THIRD ATTEMPT 

'fhis t r i p  was casually planned as a reconnoitering t r f p  w i t h  
the i n t e n t i o n s  o f  hiking far thes up T r a ~ p e r  (%?eek and hitting the 
r idge to the  n o r t h  aide of N.T. Pete H a l l ,  a new eomer to the 
Braxton8s hiking two~ome, joined our forces. (Pa t  w a s  unable t o  
make it. ) A t  the last minute we decided to re t race the same steps 
Sam and Thad made on the f i r s t  attempt only cor rec t ing  our  m f s -  
takes ,  We left the  car  at 4 AM and made much b e t t e r  time through 
the entire t r f p .  Had our usual breakfas t  break at uofrque creeku - a l s o  fa r ther  up. We climbed up %ouldcr  allayD and found f t  no% 
bad going at all. We reached the cirque I n  goo& time and were at 
the base of the main coulofr t o  N,T ,  by 10gl.5 AM. This coulofr 
was r e l a t f v e l y  easy compare& with the th ing  below E.'f, We r o p ~ d  
up anyways and reached the rock head wall in the coulofr by 1Es4-5 
We dldnst need crampons as it was quite easy to kick steps,e2 

The most d i f f i c u l t  pitch of the e n t i r s  cllmb was clfmbing 
out o f  the cou lo f r  onto the rock and this was  on ly  a good class 1% 
Sam l e d  the pftch then belayed me up an3 1 in tu rn  belayed Pef;e. 
From here f t  was merely a class 'EII outfng- gu;ullfcs w i t h  l c t e  sf' 
lcose  rocks and sca t te red  areas of white bark pine.  We moved on@ 
at a time over the loose roek areas as the rope has a Lendeneg ' to 
dislodge rocks. The ac tua l  summit block was  intorest? -4 bu t  again 
I t  was nothlng df ff ioult. We reached the summi% a t  la00 PM, anti 
since we could fina no r@gFst@r we l e f t  a plas t fe  p i n t  b o t t l e  w f t h  
s u f f i c i e n t  paper and pencil f o r  others to sign in, 

We traversed the summit ridge making a l l  3 knowls, at@ lunch, 
sun bathed, took pic tures  eta - and headed doram at 2 :  20 PM, We had 
no t rouble  at a l l  going down   tapp pel led aown the pfteh fnto the 
c o u l o i r  and belayed down the first 3/b of the eoulofr, Reached the 
bottom of  the ~ o u l o f r  at 4:15), We picked up the extra g e a r  we hael 
stashed and then we were off  to the cap. -We had no trouble at a l l  
following the bright orange tape Sam had left on the way urp. Piin- 
a l l y  we reached the car at 10 PM - very t i r e d  - but  we were very 
elated having f f n a l l y  made N o r t h  Trapper. T h i s  was one o f  the nf e- 
t s t  t r i p s  Sam and I have ever  ma$@. Bcautfful weather, we f e l t  
terrific and we were  most happy t o  have had the opportunity t o  
clfmb with Pete, 



PAT .T;EONARDi S ACCIDENT IN TEE TETONS 

ED. NOTE: We f e e l  that we should publish a l l  accidents whfch fn- 
'.- volve club nombtrs, n o t  to f ab r i ca t e  t h e  impression that we are 

t h r i l l  seekers, but s o  that  we can l e a r n  from soneone elseu s ex- 
perfence8 and how t o  avo id  thea ourselves, We are 'the f f r a f ;  t o  
a h i t  that clirablng, when done 'Properlyu, is Just  a3 safe If 
not safer  than dr fv ing  your family ear to the store, Thus in the  
i n t e r e s t  of your safety, with t h e  hope that you o m  learn soms- 
thing from them, as d - i d  the persons sxperitncfng the i n @ f & e n t s ,  
we give you Patis account of-his exper ience,  To those of you 
who did not meet P a t ,  ft is because he Just r e t u r n e a  t o  MSssoula 
thf a sp r ing ,  but he has been aoing a large amount of olfmbfng 
w i t h  many of our members sfnca! then ,  The account ff t sken  f ~ s m  
a l e t t e r  he wrote t o  the  Braxtons while he was in the hospftal 
at Jackaon Wyoming. 

John and I: packed f ive  o r  s ix days prov i s ions  u p  t o  Suwrfsk LaIra 
at about 9700' Monaay. The r e s t  of the day was spent in explor- 
atory t r i o s  i n  the v i c i n i t y .  We left camp at 5:  20 AM Tuesday and 
head.@& f o r  Mt. Owen. The gofng w a s  easy, wc made good tfnt, and 
were on top  four and a half hours l a t a r .  We spen t  upwar8s of two 
hours  on the summit, t a k i n g  n f c t u r e s ,  a f r fng  boots and socks while 
we wandered around f n  our b a r e  feet and slgnfng the r e g f s t e r ,  On 
the way up we passed a p a r t y  of three - a guide and two tou~ists. 
They Jo ined  us  later on top. We f f n a l l y  s t a r t e d  r appe l l ing  down 
and reached the snow field and our  o l d  tracks very soon. We a@- 
secndcd quftc rapidly down the snow until we reachad a chime$ a 
short way above a atecp  saddle, !the sa6-dle on the ridge overlook- 
i n g  the gully we had ascended. I went &own the -ehfmncy ffrst 
moving on down the  floor of the  chfmncy a f t e r  reaching bottom t o  
give John room t o  dcscena. A short stretch of rocks put us on 
snow agaFn. I was prooccding on down the snow, d i sg fng  in my 
heels  and looking  for. our tracks where we had t r ave r s td  around 
the edge of' the saddle. 

John shouted,  I partially tu rned  in tfme to see h9ra jlfldfng &own 
towards me on his back. Then hc hit me with his f e e t ,  knocking 
me haad f frst down the snow slope. 1 r o l l s &  &own the snow, out  of 
control! By the tima I got ~ t r a i g h t e n e ~  ou t  for a a s l f  arrest, 
I had ro l l ed  down the snow saddle on the  Par s9de (opposf tc fron 
the s ide  of ascan t ]  and i n t o  a stretch of rocks. Although 1 was  
s l i d i n g  f c c t  first by t h i s  t ime,  as soon as 1 hft the rocks., f 
started rolling agafn and t h e  f o e  ax was yankcd out of my hands, 
Then fo l lowed  a series  of J a r r i n g  shocks as I bounced fro= rock  
to rock and ledge to leagas. One part of ma was s c ~ e a m f n g  while 
another part safd RWsll, I always wond-crtd f f I would y e l l  during 
a fallt. F f n a l l y  there w a s  one f i n a l  bone-wrenching jerk - anb 
I had stopped. It took a few seconds f o r  me to r e a l f z e  that 
(1),I - had stopped and (2) I w a s  stfll alfvc. My rfght a r m w a s  
txtcndcd over my head, lay wefght depended on th i s  arm. My f e e t  
were resting lightly on the heels on the snow. Below me w a s  
another 300 yds. or 80 of 50-60 degree snow, a narrow ban& of 

L- 
rocks, and then well over  a thousand. f e e t  of exposure. 
ax head had jamat3 f n  the rock  just as I reached the end of the- 
rocks. I was  hanging f n  a small water fa-11s. In twistfng around 
to g e t  my t o e s  i n t o  the snow and cPSmb u~ to f r e e  the ax I dfs- 
covered: (1) an extremely nainful  ~r . ln=afng motf on in ma T * P t  

- - + -  .. - 
+ .  



shoulder - my pack wa3 removed as quickly as poasibl+, ( 2 )  l e f t  
hand had a large hole in it, (3) my nose was blcrafng,  (&I I eouad 
f e e l  something runn3ng down q 11s~ from a point half way up my 
shln, an& (5 )  most i r apor tan t ly  of' all, I could stznd and walk.  
John appeared in a few monents while P vaa t a k i n g  stock and. wantrdl  
t o  know if I was  still alive. He appeared to be ~uprfsra t o  see ma. - 

o a r r i c d  my pack back up the rock while I suspended my left a m  
in a nylon s l ing .  I happened to have around my neck an& then 1 Po l -  
lowed hin. A eoupla of f ett above where the f e@ ax had janimea was 
the  hara hat I had been wearing. About half way up %he rock  was 
my- sheath knivr and at the top of the rock was thc rope (coiled, 
as I had-  been ca r ry ing  it) and the l e a t h e r  guara from the spaae of 
the ice ax. We never dfd f fnd my glasses. We workk8. our  wag bag% 
up to the saddle and ovcr to the other  side where there  were some 
grassy ledges. There we shortenea t h e  sling supportfng my lei% am 
i n  orer t o  r a i s e  the f o r e  a r m  across my chest. John put gause pads 
and adhesive tape on the biggest holes and band-alas on the smaller 
ones. I r c m o ~ c d  my wet shirt and put  on a ary one plus my down 
jacket. Withfn about an  hour the guided pa r ty  appeared on the rocks 
above us and o w e  to help. The guide was f r o =  the Exurn Gufdk Sap- 
vice, maned Pete  Lev, and was  very p r o f f o i c n t  i n  r e s c u e  'tschniqucs. 
He t o l e  John what to do, tied up t he  ropes, and proceeded t o  f fnd  a 
route down the mountafn that a one-armca man eould descend, constznt- 
ly oorrecting JohnK s somewhat faulty moves. (1 think John waa in 
more shock than I was, and hc wasnit even s c ~ a t c h e d . )  

I walked all the way down to Janng Lake t h s t  nigh% an?i ~ n t e r e i i  the 
hospi ta l  at midnfght.  The acc iaen t  oecurcrd at 1: 15 PN at about 
11,0QOg. Jenny Lake fs at about 6 5 0 0 ' .  Pate Lev suggestad 1 stay 
at c a ~ p  that night ra ther  than. try to walk the r e s t  o f  the wag 
&own the t r a i l .  But 1 w a s  so badly bruised an& bat tered- ,  f knew 
I would s t i f ' fen  out  ovcrnfght and being eal-r1.d out  t he  n@x% bag 
by l i t t e r  would be more p a i n f u l  t h a n  walking that night. 1 
p r e s e n t l y  in 3t, JohnD s Hosgital f n  Jackson just bare ly  able f;o 
g e t  around. 1 have a broken collar bone, a broken nose, a 8eep 
cut in my l e f t  hand, one fn my rfgh"nth1fn (both appearantly ea~se8. 
by the pick on the i ce  ax), much s k i n  knocked o i f  my hands anti el- 
bows, and coverca wfth bruises, Thr Dr. terms the hole f n  mjr right 
leg-the most serlous and 1s keeping me hsrc to obscbvs 5%. 

Looking back, I artl g u i l t y  of an error of judgement bcoausc I place& 
. mysell dlrectly below another climber. Although the snow w a s  no t  

steep t h e r e ,  the s-lopes on afthsr s fdr  of the sadale were steep and 
ware broken wfth drop o f l s  with frightrning exposure (well ovcr E0004 
in places). John ,  sliding down i s r t  f i r s t ,  w a s  =bye to s t o p  hfmsclf 
before leaving the chimney; I, r o l l l n g  heafi==ovcr-heels, was n o t  
able to do so and pickrd up considerable velocftgr even on 'the gra& 
u a l  slope. 

\ 

I am alfvr for two reasons. One, I was  wearing my hay8 hat most of 
the way &own through the roaks ,  it; corning o f f  only at the las t  monacnt. 
1 take c r e d i t  l o r  this b i t  oi oaut fon  as it 1s my habit  t o  w e a r  the  - 

hard hat on most trips, The second factor, tha f a c t  of t h e  icc ax . 
jararaing at the las t  possible ~ l s c a  beiorr  1 plunged ol: t o  t h e  see- 

- and snow iiala toward the droh o f f  w a s  purely luck. Sf that ax 
had not stuck t h e m  where ft dfd, f would have shot on across the 
srcond anow ilald, over the narrow band of rooks  and Into t he  can- 
yon to *ha norRh. %--fid eertafnly have bean k i l l e d  then. All 



the long way back down Tuesday night I couldn't get over  how pleased 
I was to be still a l ive ,  I am still, and I suooosc I always w i l l  be, 
mazed at the way I was saved. 

You can draw your own oonclusfons from this incident but for the 
benefit of those who are just starting to climb and might rsad thfs; 
I oiler the following observations: (1) My mistake was  f n  p lacfng  
mysall dirsBtly below another climber i n  such a way that; a slfp 
on his part, no matter  how u n l i k d y ,  andangered myself. A s l ip ,  
or controlled fall, there could be stopped, as ft w a s ,  before  a 
parson  found hlmsell on the high angle slopas. A turablr o r  uncon- 
troll.& f a l l ,  resulted in falling off  the gradual r idge and onto 
t h e  steep slopes. In assessing the danger of  the ridge at that 
point, I assunad I would bc ab le  to s t o p  a slip, not eonsfdaring 
being knocked end-ovar-end. ( 2 )  My hard hat,  csohawaa by many, 
very probably prevented my bra ins  from bafng h2tter.d out on the 
rooks  and at t h a  very l e a s t  kept me f rom losang consciousness. 
(3 )  My wrist was snugly fnsiae the wrfst strap of the I c e  ax an8 
hence I never became dctatched f ron  it, The greatest b e n e f i t  I 
gained f r o n  th i r  fact was that when t h e  ax sto~pcd, so dfd 1. 
But I also point out that I was conscious a l l  the while an8 would 
have had a c h m w  to try to stop r n y ~ e 1 I  on t h e  snow l a t ~ r  had raJr 

still been I n  my possession, Without it f ~fi~ouEd hava:b%sn h@lp- 
l a s s  whether I r o l l a d  or slfppcd. 



A good crampon harness is essential f o r  safemounCafLncerFng. 
Because of the expengo of leather strapping some mountain shops 
have substituted poor cotton webbing with-budkles ta make harness- . 

ing. The Rainier  Guide Service found in 1956 that w w  nylon boo t  
l a c ing  worked so well on rental crampons for climbing Mount Rain5.e~ 
that use of waxed lacings spread to other clfmbing circled.  

Expeditions to the Himalaya and Alaska have used this system wfth 
I 

good success. Since even leather gets w e t  and freezes orampon har- 
nessing can be a problem in cold weather climbing, Cotton we$b$ng - 

I s  even poorer and wears ov t  rapidly ,  h - - 
*_" - * - - )1 % 

The waxed nylon laces can be l;igd%ene$ .. ." - -: - ; 
f 

e a s i l y ,  and, when flnlsBed clfinbiag can 
be place& in the pooli;et- or brought- 3n$o-- .-- - 

the t e n t  to dry  out for use the following , 

(rather than fight Fng frozen 
A spare pair. can kastLly bt taken ~ w i t h  a climber. 'fhs cost is low, 50 to 

60$ a set, The aiagram to tha l e f t  shows 
how the wrap is aptpplfbd, 

I I 

(1) Plaoe ends o f  strap th~bugh ~ 
back rfnga 

( 2 )  Draw ovel; ankle 
( 3 )  Threat3 though mmfddle rfngs . 

after crosafrag a% ankle 
(4-1 Cross eyer t o &  and thread %h~ough I 

front r fngs  ! 
( 5 )  wLth  surgeons %not over to@ 

(one more loop  than square 
knot each cross over)  

1 
( 6 )  Loose enas tuck b e n ~ a t h  s t rapp 

Ing toward middle r f n g s  
(7) Leave no loops whlch might t r f p  

I 

you.  

Lacing: usedwaxed nylon 72n'ltngth (80H for sfze 12 or over boo t s ) ,  

Keep t ens ion  on strappLng until knots are t f t L  Should f i t  firmly 
on boot ,  slight loosening might occur f f r s t  fen minutes after ty ing .  
For thls reason tie ti h t l y  at beginning. Var fa t ion  B a n b s - t o  pass 
strapping hehing hee l  ?by bwlz wire) insure holaing. If tight 
this is gensral'Ly not necessary. 

When not in use double straps several tfmes and t i c  to back wiring 
with crampons flush together, p o i n t s  heaasd both the: same dfrcc t ion ,  ~ 



E S  CAPITAIT OF THE BIT'TERRUOTS 

Cmbed  May a:, 1959 by Dave Fel1i.x~ 
and S c o t t  Timock 

'u I 

Clkribing E l  Capitan is  a joy, but getting to him is a chore. For the stout-  
I 

hearted who colltemplate h i s  crown, the following commentary will reveal a route 
I 

to  his fee*, 
Dave Fe l l in  and I arrived a t  Lake Como dam, which is southnes% of EamLlton, 

Montana, about 6 a.m. on Nay 23, We adjusted our gear and l e f t  the car a t  6 ~ 3 0 .  ~ 
I 

af ter  c r o s s k g  the dam, w e  located a well-used t r a i l  on the south side o f  Lake2 
Como and followed th i s  west until ,we reached the point on section line 36 where I 

L i t t l e  Ilcck Creek flows into the lake, after a refresher, the heavily E d e n  
bodies s tar ted up the west side of L i t t l e  Rock Creek u n t i l  they found Trail  NO. 57. 
The creek straightens out here and rnns due w e s t ,  so we  were now on its north 
side. About a half mile up the north side, old rockslides became our enemyy. We 
chose boulder hoppzag to jungle f ightiug along what was once Trail No. 57 oc the 

I 

z~oeith side,' . - 
Snow and r a . b  f e l l  on a hearty Tp-olean lunch of chkken soup, polenta, 

(nave has the formula) and cheesd-. A look ahead indicated thick fog  over Corn0 
Peaks. A t  2:30 porn, we passed the rub o f  an old cabis? just below Little Rock 
Creek Lake, We c~ossec? the  dam a t  %he lake and s tar ted  up E t s  south sLde, Far 
a while, we could walk on the snow; then it  began to get d i f f i cu l t .  1 f e l l  I 

through the snow and twisted my knee; this of course slowed progress, We fi- I 

nally had to give up ths  floundering and worked our way t o  the north sLde aga~h. 
W a t  a relief2 Dave found a camp site a t  4.45 p.m., a& I hobbled in, A Lsan- 
t o  was constructed, and from our pads we watched El Capitan and the SSE ri6ge 

~ 
r-mnbg tornard West "C. omo Peak fade auayo 

Saturday, the 2kth, was clear and sunny. My knee could b e d  again ( ~ s . i i e ~  3 I 

brandy nay have had something t o  do with it), A br isk  pace toward &he Pkbdkte" 
was set, The chute? Going ESE from Capitan i s  a ridge t o  w e s t  Corno Pe&, Alorg 
t h i s  ridge i s  a hLgh buttress (see map): Between %hLs buttress a ~ d  Capitan, a I 

small POT>-5, projects upuard, OR either side of this little peak are two snow 
chutes (which might not be there a f t e r  May). The l e f t  chute forks near the top. I 

We climbed the l e f t  chxte and took %'he l e f t  fork. . .To get  t o  th i s  chute, we think 
we passed south of the upper two lakes and north of Me lower lake. It was hard 
t o  get oriented, because the  lakes were snow-covered, 

The chute was very steep and we took truns breakhg trail, We dLd not use 
a rope because of the  sof t  snow, OccasLonally, ice  and snow would break free 
from some overhanging cliffs.  We di_dnft worry about t h i s  too much, because 5% was 

- 1 
I 

early morning; but it could be had on a hoC, afterndon, At the top of the chute, I 

we headed north up another steep pLt.tch toward what we  thought was Yne s w d % ,  We 
t ~ a v e r s e d  this f a l s e  suxm5.t and reached the top a t  P - , p a ,  03 the s e t ,  there were 

I 

two rocky points . s t ick ing  up: one is higher t h m  the other, and the lowest has a 
t~ iangu la t ion  point on it, 

It was a f a s t  t r i p  back durn- the ridge 30 the chute. Hsre we had a dis8ppoht- 
men@, The snow in the chute was to sof t  f o r  glissading and we had t o  saosh o m  
way down, SoTt snow bogged us down almost a l l  the way back t o  czrnp, which was re- 

1 
-ached at kg20 porn. I 

Sumday mornhg we l e f t  camp a t  6:20 a.m., and by 11.20 we reached the t r a i l  on 
the south side of Lake Como, It took ans%her hour t o  reach the car, and %he brandy . 1 

we -each& -mder the seat gave us emo~gh ~ ~ d r L ~ e ~ ~  t o  drive, 
Dave took many excelhilt black and white photag~aphs of the entire trip, and 

. 

thadci t o  his orderly note-taking, we were able to relate this a d ~ e r ? % ~ e ,  
I 

I I 

I 
I 

b 
Climbkg gear t ha t  night be needed: 

1, 1201, 5/1@ nylon rope - I I 

2, Ice axe and crampons 
3, Small p a i r  of bear-paw sneehoes might be needed frar L i % t l e  Rock C~eek i 

Lake %o snow chute, 
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