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AHNOUmCINtr - October 13th) first morrl;hly meetbg of the Rocky Molmtatneers - 
7 ~ 3 0  porn, i n  Room 107 of the Geology Bldg. on the MSU campus, A short 
business ~ e e t i n g  w i l l  be followed by slides on %his s m e r P s  a c t f ~ i t f e s .  
A t  p,m, a, gathering of pe?sons Sr~%erested i n  a5tending a clixibing 
training school will take place. ( ~ c e  Ge;eology Bldg. i s  just  south of 
the Admtnistration Bldg, O,~L %he oval, Pwk c w s  behind Main Hall, 
with clock tower. ) 

"CLFdWXG HOUSE-" for t r i p s  and activities i s  maintained eourtesy of the 
Braxtons at 549-2513. Call t h i s  nxnibe~ for information on a l l  act ivft ies .  
It Is necessary to contact them frr order that  transportation can be axragged 
so cost of t r i p s  w i l l  be kept a t  approximately i$$/miO per person. Please 
c a l l  mornings and a f t e r  9 gem, 

RZXDTDER - t o  all part4eipan-L~ i n  club act5vities: The Rocky Xo~mtatneer 
Club, i t s  officers, instructors, t r i p  leaders, and other members do not 
assume any 1iabilLty for accidents, or medTcaP or evacua%f on expense in-  
curred by 5ndtvidzals who are participating i n  the Mountairleer's; aet5vrEti.e~ 



Be sure t o  check wit2 the "Clea~ing ~ouse" (549-2713) in order to get a Iberth: 
on club t r i p s .  "rY"ki~zsdajre are the closing & t e s  for o~rernigI'~", %rips - Fridays 
93~" Sunday t r i p s ,  L 

Qct , . li E~lo Peak Hike -- 
Leaaer: Virginla Wlncent 3-69h4 
Leave: MSU Lodge, 5:30 a.,z. 
Return: 8 p.m. 
Cost: 75$ per person for trms- 

portaLion 
Bring: lunc12, ciot'nlng suitaSle 

for cold winds or weJc weather, 
mittens, i?st, sunglasses, foot- 
gear for snow several inches 
deep; binocs, camera if desfred. 

Lo10 Peak (9,075 ' ) i s  approached from 
an a l t i t ude  of 6000' We see the 
north or  False Pezk from tom, but 
o-xc destination 2 s  the &in or South 
S 1 m i t .  Exgect t o  make a full 3ay' s 
hike i ~ t o  a l a rge  area of open slopes 
and small lzkes, Mileage approx, 10 
miles round trip9 via Mornom Eidge, 

------**----. 
Oct . 24-25 Overnight hike to Bass 

Creek Crags 
-_s__ 

Leader: John McCammon, 540 Daly 
Leave: Sa%, 
Re.i;nrrl: Sun. 
Cost: 75# per person for trans- 

poY%~-tion 
Contset " ~ l e ~ i o g  90use" cr leader 
for equipnent ar~d f o ~ d  needed, Plan 
to bring yow okxt ten% as hut sleeps 
6 only. This w i l l  be a cornljiilation 
work party and e-q$lorati,or; of pin- 
nacles in the area. Mileage 6 miles 
in, 

A. short hike in area overlooking 
Mlssoula, ending wi%h a get-acquainted 
gathering at our prexy ' s ham?, If 
weakher is Inc1emeli-b p l m  on. an even- 
ing of slides and tall-taLes acbeat 
recent aetivltfes, 

Oct .  18 Rock-elircb to be scheduled in 
the training sessio~s, Be sure to 
check with the  leari ring House. " 
Braxtons ~ l f  ll know about other acti- 
v i t i e s  scheduled f o r  this d&e, 

Oe-t;, 25 Crack F"im'1acle Cl im 'b  - 
Leader:: Sam Brax%on 9-2713 
Leave; MSU ~ o d ~ e ,  7 a.m. 
Retmn: 8 p,m., 
Cost: 754 per person 

M l  clc~+sses of climbing can be found in 
the Bass Cr, Crags, HYK~ will be 10 mi, 
rotund trip, ' Bring own ropes, hmdwem, 
and h a ~ d  %at, T r a i l  leaves Bass Creek -- 
road at Sleeping Bag ~rossin~(4 mi. in ) .  

-w---------w 

Nov, 14 br 15 C l i m b  (see Oct. 18) 
P 

w.,"-------.qw- 

Mav, 22 S t ,  Mary FK, Eige - 
PIP... J--. 

Leader: Pete H a l l  9-3636 or 9-7241 
_II 

t ra in ing  sessions. (see Oct . 18) E x t ,  TT70 
------------ &st: 754 sex= person 

Nov. 8 Tr&ppeV= 3. Rike 
Leader< Saa Braxton 9-2573 

Bring: lunch, winter ciothfng, 
f sotgear for snow, sunglasses, hat, 

Leave: FfiU Loage, 7 a,m, nittens; binucs, camera, if desired, 
Betmi: 9 p a ,  This peak en the Bi t t e r roo t  Range Es 
Cost: $2.25 ger person for  trans- west of S-tevensville, Mont . A forest . 

po~ta%ion  mad  gains some alf,itude above the 
a roecolmaissance hike t o  see the valley, Much of area is above t i ~ b e i ~ -  
highes-t peak i n  the Sitterroo% Range Z5ne and at this t i m e  cP year mfd- 
(10, ' ), and to check on conditions w i ~ 5 , e r  condftions may prevatl, Plan to 
a t  t h i s  'cfme of year,. Eo clLra'Qing i s  go irregardless of the weather (in town) 
planned due to ~rzcertain weather but as fog i n  the vezblay usiza1Iy means / 

( 

bike will go rain or shine, brillfantly clear weather. 500 f%. above.,-/ 
------------ - - - C - v " - 4 - 4 m  

NOTE: As-hang of our trips r e t w ~  after E w e r  time (doe to the 
shortness of our daylight hours) many of our p a r t i c i p m s  p l m  t o  
have a aeal on the road during the return to tow-, 



Las* spr'ing Sam m d  I weye ~orztacted by Dave Downey, a climber from KaalTspell, - - askkg  if wc w o T l a  5e Frtsresteb i_r aczomp~nyicg a group of hikers and climbers from - ... CaL-mbla ?a5-s . K E I Q  SPE-~ a ~ d  Qi err& C2.t~S m ~ b e ~ s  from California i  to the Mis sf ons 
fez an cxtixp 0 of as x.~zr:j;~ 8ay-s as we zoad sq~eeze  in. Of course w e  were i ~ t e r e s t e d  
md "k- ccb of f indiLg 2ke %Zze nost safted to everyone was the noble task of Dave ' s ,  
After wzc; zar1.e;p3-dirrg m%d da-ie-chmgfng, th-e l a t t e r  part of the thf rd  week of 
y f . 2 ~  ras set. F l a ~ s  vers  FGF o-cr Hissoula grow (~mt'ra Ward, Pat Leonard, and the 
B_r8Xt31? : - S a g  5115~2~ Bar% and 3aX-t) t o  ~ e e t  t'ne others at St, Reservoir a t  - tke ".;igodlYH ~X-;ZJ sf ; a.m., Tbmsda,y, July 16. W e  had the "leastest" distance to 
t~5-g-el - ~ 5 6  were " L ~ ~ % ~ ~ + ~ ~  anes %";ere, Was ILke a gme meetLng everyone f o r  
the fffs t  t k ~  ir, .;Lz dz=k ,  an3 as ir; star ted t o  get light w e  t r fed  t o  match up the 
Sme %i.-L'i; %he perccr, t~?rc&~ced e s i f e ~ ,  Me were pleased t o  meet Gordon Edwuds 
z g a l ~  (tke 021;~ one ws *mew), 'ris w i f e  Alice and daughter Jane. Dr, Edwards is a 
professor at Sm Jose State  Ccllege axed is the t i~thor 02 "A Climber's @aide t o  
~l&~ier 2lstioz&  ask. " Of the 21 participants, 8 were of school age, 

me t r i p  ug t o  h,Sgkl eaas was more than miserable - the first few hours, tha t  5s. 
7 -  it had ratlied dwing the cig3.t - what m I saying: - it was stin night and the brush 
was S G m T  ae%:El  fox^ ;hose T&C 'kizve never had the p2easwe of hiking in the Mis- 

* - -  si,zs, e;pec2zqT on c.;p ~ m t e ,  t h e e  is a TJmU brush. Zo, le%'s put It this way. .. 
I T  y3;1 Leak eacePdLy y o i ~  &gh% ffnd LITTm open areas nov and then, We had t o  grab 
ae3Ac;~ gf 4-7- ,,,e Sr-23% a d  L%.f;eraL>j pxilL O I X S ~ ~ T T ~ S  @US packs up. Dal-k, t e a r s  running 
&owr, his zkiseks said, "~m, I 2x-C don't l ike  this. 'QY only reply was "%either do 
I." 1% CSdnqt. last f o ~  ~VZP t h r a n d  a;Tter awhile we were clilnbing u ~ ,  steep mea- 
dovs. La te r ,  Eab c m e  down and relieved me of DY pack, and lo: what an upliPting 
f e e l l ~ g ;  I t'It~~3-fsh.2; I wcad fly. It df&q=l't last ?or long, however, f o r  D a l t  spied 
ne wit l z - z% a. 2ack a ~ d  giess whose T got to G a p p y  up to the next rest spot??? 

HGV caa sac& &~ziin&le approaeb lead t o  such open vistas and gentle slopes 
as ue ~1ewcd En 810 Ffsh Bagin?? (Cmp F B ~ S  reached by m.id==%fVuernoo~.r AS 8ooi3. as the 
terri;s V S P ~  713 a l m s %  e-;e~y~ae t ~ u k  a. nap. I awoke a t  6 p.m. t o  find the c2mp de- 
azrL,ed. mo om sras in sig3-3, as t b ~ a e  who we:esR-b sleeging, s t i l l ,  were off climb- 
ing St. wy Pk. My ai3tfviZy C O ~ S ~ & E &  of fixing slipper so that when they go t  back 
4t wuLLd be ?ea5y, 

Friday S m  azd Pat. left t o  -If& the Reedles i n  Freeman Pass. Sam suggested 
that Mhrtka, ?he boys e,za I 33212 t'lex later. Since Hal, his boys, Skip Taylor and 
LEE Seek-tz5-W yere hea651lg is t,kiat di rect ion &so, we joined them, Jtm2 Jerry-, 
Skip Lee detow?d viz S%. Pk. aria Hal kifked with the rest of us, We all 

98 t l  met zaas  312 base i-I Peak "x", Onze cxq t o p  of X we cou3.d f ~ ~ i ~ t E y  see Sanz and 
93 Pat c-r, %he Meedka, The older boys took off tc climb Y Peak while R a l ,  wikh 

wo~en &f lee r ,  headed tcwards the Eeedles. San discwered our apppoach and 
vas ~hip157 Seside .f:~setf wcjif;h the belief %ha% wtha, B., D., and myself were 
goir,g to cli* the Neefies, It was ~ o t  'til Bal shouted t o  h i m  tha t  he realized 
Te w e r 2  frr saze hadso 0-w party &qped 3ovn %o the eas% side of the Resdles 
via a spectee-fie gLassade. Za1 to& a tva3le a d  went. a ways befcre stopping 
hirwelr'. aoed &?age &one, just a l i t t l e  wet. We waited at Grizzly Lk, for 
the older b o ~ s  ts ea%-h -1-p a.ad then we beaded for Blsck Buck. Sam aria Pat i n  
t3re zeazn-bf~c set  of? to ckirr;5 M~~lr.-Lzizeer Pk, men we reached the t o p  of 
Elack Suck she WOEEG z ld  ck'ii&en Tere J1;.s$ too tired to stay w i t h  Eal. and boys 
-zho were plamin_$ 03 ck~ppFni3; do-m to the co r th  o r  Slack Bcck and tra-versing 
azo=aa&, crassin@; %3.11cug.l: rFre~zan Pass or: tke  way back. 



So.. .we gals thocght we'd talie a nag while waiting for  Sam and Pat t o  "guide1' 
us baek to ems. O m  sleeping area was a little off the beaten path (but oh: so 

' L - 8  

nice and sof t  - a bed of mss) and a f t e r  about, an ho~xr w e  woke up t o  rea l ize  that 
perhaps Sam and Pat had %Pfeady gone by ax16 not noticed us. One way of finding 
out gas t o  hike back t o  -the base of Black Buck: %here they had stashed some of 

gear, They had-na-'c passed us, %ow we had t o  deci&e whether t o  wait for  
them or head out on our own. After all, we had just been over the  area and 
surely w e  c~,uld f lnd oat way back alone (??). We didn't  get t o  go a l l  the way 
on ow awn leading powers tkrc' for we ~net up with. the  KaazPer group plus some 
of the g ru i  who had been over t o  High Park Lk. fisktng (no f ish) .  Reached our 
canp by 8 p.m. quite tired and wondering whether to go t o  -the bother of fixing 
sxpper f o r  it ses~~e i i  quite l ike ly  tba t  SELE snd Pat would be spending the night 
out-of-doors (joke: we were all out-of -doors. Away from camp, I mean). Rad 
no sooner CZecLded t o  stmt supper when "che heroes arrived - very tired but very 
happy, They aere so la te  because they spent a long t i m e  or! Momtaineer Pk, 
waiting for us sleepy- heads, 

Saturday Sam and Pat acted as guides an& herded k t h a ,  B. and D., Lee, 
Skip, and myself up G ~ e y  Wolf - to the south sumnit anyway, The West Face 
looked .a l i t t l e  "co ouch for  our party s o  ve troaversed far'cher t o  the  right 
(facil?g the mountains) i n  hopes of findTng an easier couloir. (I might a6d 
t ha t  I never know what clirection I ' m  headed; t o  me, i t 's  ei- th~r  right, l e f t 7  
up o r  down,) After Sam checked a f e w  l ike ly  routes, we ascenaed a sock eou- 
l o i r  belaye3 by Pat from gbove. 2rom here it was a seramble t o  the  ridge. 
Once on the south side we  ascended the  conventional route, v ia  the  snow cou- 
l o i r ,  We roped a13 at  t h i s  point as it i s  qui-ke steep, The rocks above were 
fun t o  scramble over and only one pitch (f2rs-t above the snow) w a s  tricky. 
Upon reaching the  squth summit late i n  the afternoon, we decided it would be 
too l a t e  t o  make the -krip over t o  the north summit. A l i t t l e  disappointed, 
we began o w  descent, 

I must relate one ineiderxt while ve w e r e  descending the couloir. I was 
quite a ways dm.when  I heard Martha scream,  am, don't." Of course I stopped 
dead i n  my tracks and shot a glance upwards t o  see what ay "better half" was up 
to. To my horror he was trying to push my buddy down the slope. H e  explained 
t ha t  he had her on a firm belay so  she wouldn't go f a r  and he was just  t rying 
t o  speed up our party, (upon re la t ing  t h i s  incident t o  our f r iends i n  the Bug- 
aboos, one of the guides suggesteii tha t  next time Sam get below the victim and 
pull him off, explaining, " ~ e  'U. come off much easier t h i s  way: ') What methods 
these boys v ~ n P t  use %Q get us gals off a mou23.tain0 - 

We rappelled aown the same rock couloir w e  ascended and I might add that 
there was a perfect "bomb shelter" at the  bat-born of the pitch t o  get out o f  
the way of rock fal l .  W e  =rived back i n  camp a f t e r  dark, causing the r e s t  of 
c a p  some eoncwn, w e  are sorry t o  s a y ,  I just bet they were get t ing *-ired of 
putting up with the Missouia group's habitual lateness,  During our absence 
the West Face of Grey Wolf w s s  climbed by Gordon and Alice Edwards, and Chuck 
Risher ; also the north rou-te was ascended by Hal and boys. Grey Wolf Plr, was 
a popu2ar place tha-k day, 

Sunday the majority of the  group had t o  leave. Om Missoula t r i b e  stayed 
on till Monday.. 'Fat  and Sam s p a t  Sunday climbing the  West Face of Grey Wolf; 
&rtha, boys and nryself climbed St. &ry and practised glissading down the north 

\.-/ 
slope d i rec t ly  off %he s - w i t ,  We a idn t t  leave for  our c l i m b - t i l l  afternoon, 
spendiiig the morning cleaning c a q  and lazing around taLcing t o  &parting men- 
bers. Most l e f t  the way we ha& come in, but the  Kanzler group decided t o  ex- 
plore a route out via Ntssion Falls. T h i s  proved quite an expedition. H a l  
was going t o  phone Hissoula for  Sam t o  rmrk him up for  work, and it so hap- 
pened tha t  we reached St. Ignatius before H a l  did: (contd pg.8) 



F- lIEEZlmS TO MOWTAL- PEAK (~~ISSION RPXGE) by Pat Leonard 

Sarn Braxksn and myself bad heard tha t  the Needles above Freeman Pass 
contaked the best c%5mbEn8 t o  be fomd fur the Mission Range, It may have 
been in some of 'hderhi41Fs s t 2 e l e s  printed i n  the journal of the Awa- 
IaeMan M u m t a f n  Club, In any event, we were cwious enough during the  
July (196%) mob seene i n  the Missions t o  have a look.. . . , 

The t w o  of us leave camp a l i t t l e  l a t e  ( i t  was getting on toward 7 or 
8 a.m. L tll~ink) arrd start traversing the west slde of No Fish Basin, head- 
fng n o ~ t h ,  This is somewhat the-consmlng and t i r i n g  as it requtres tha t  
ve cross cne small ri dge a f t e r  another, although there doesd t seem t o  be 
any other acceptable route, It 5s simply one of those cases, so often i n  
the l i f e  of a moomta5neer, i n  which you -rriinutely examine the possible ways 
of t r a v ~ e L t a g  from point A t o  point B, arri-vtng a t  the conehsion tha t  none 
of them are very at t ractfve,  choosfng tha t  altelorta-ki-rre which, t o  y o u  par- 
ticular preJowd2ces at  any rate ,  seems l e s s  horrible than the others and 
then simply enduring, (1t r ea l ly  wasn't so bad i n  the morning. It was i n  
the  early- eveenhg on the return t r i p  tha t  the ridges grew higher and steeper. ) 

W e  pass d i rec t ly  beneath the south side of the  peak called Bappy Bemy, 
a small bmp on the same ridge as  Peak "x" but not as high. We are a t  t h i s  
point colafron%ed wfth the  Freeman Beedles, Lookfng them over from the westem 
end WG decide that t he re  ~ g h t  be some good climbing there, although they seen 
vepy blocky and fract-cwed, Proceedfng t o  eltab everyone Tn I t s  tmn w e  k e ~ m  
%%at the  r ~ c k  I s  fndeed fractured, It 5s fractwed, cracked, sp l f t ,  riven, 
broken, shattered, crmbled, decomposed, and then e-msed, yet s t i l l  steep : 
"$"be cPTabsEng is very precarfous, Partjicular care has -to be taken w f t h  loose 
rock endangering the other cltmber, not t o  mention tha t  which one s t a ~ d s  
11903 cr grasps, 

W e  are  not so engrossed w i t h  the difficult task at haad ( that  of keeping 
the mountain from fa l l ing  an, or  from under, us ) t o  not  be able t o  r e f l ec t  
apon another ma's fdea of good elinbingo W e  f ina l ly  reach a lower notch 
i n  the center of the Needles regfon and encounter some f a i r l y  pleasant; rock, 
A s  w e  s t a r t  clfmblng up toward the summit of whatever i% i s tha t  stands bet- 
ween the Bappy Eenry-Peak "x" ridge and Black Buek, the rock becomes cleaner, 
more solid, even smooth ln places, Fa;zr%her east, to o m  right as we eltmb, 
the roek looks raore frxvLtfng yet ,  1 suspect -tihis i s  the region spoken of 

T? as being good climbing, (though I am not agreeing with the best i n  the 
~ s s i o n s "  claim), 

We encwmter Singers of snow periodically between some of the Heefies 
and rll_tfm.tely %re obliged t o  climb up a f a i r l y  steep bank of snow a t  the 
s-&t of "~hatzft~' Peak, by discovering fn t h i s  process tha t  I have learned 
an awkward fear of steep snow (and not so steep a t  that) ,  slowing our pro- 
gress by ezlsfstlng on ex-kravagant and lengthy precautions, Sam i s  pattent, 

The snow does, however, provide us with needed water and w e  eat a sub- 
s%&iaLL lunch on the summit, watching Sam's family glissade down from St. 
W y P s  peak t o  GrEzzLy Lake southeast of the Reedles, Thi~kfng tha t  they 
( ~ h b l e ~ ,  Bart, and Dalt Sraxton, and 8 a l  Kanzler ) were going t o  climb up a 
snow eoulofr t o  the east, w e  descend t o  the saddle between "whatzit" and Black 
Buck and Lock aromd, Foreseeing mo more t lxea t  sf ice, we  cache crampons 
a d  a few other f"cems there for  o-u.r expected return, W e  then decide t o  pro- 
ceed on toward Mountaenee~ Peak, th idcing tha t  the othel-s m~ too far away 
at  this time t~ attempt Mo>mtaineero Ve climb Black Buck and then s t r ike  ,- - 



out north ac-ross rt broad meadow-like ridge, almost ndt a ridge because it 
5s so broad. ?.%is area is mxrked by slanting windrows of gravel, bare 
and sLerfLe 0x1 the uphill side, empe%ed w%th thick, lush, green moss on 
the d o m i , l l  side* 

LaML easy walk and an easy scranble over some bmps on the ridge brings 
us ts a p0Bn-b e;averlookfng the  Enconparable Lake-of-the-Stars. Th9s deep 
'blue lake, a t a rng  is entkzoned vftbEn a glacfer-carwed cirque at the  
wea&@rn foo t  of " c h e  rEdge beween Bback Back an&Womtalneer Peaks, Lake- 
of-the-Stws fs 1adoub"c;dl.y the most* beautiful Lake I have ever seen. The 
ent i re  %rip  up to %$is p o i ~ t  i s  made worthwhile by the view from th i s  
ridge; t h i s  aatcUess l i t t l e  l e e  s t i l l  supporting large, flat slabs of ice  
left over frm the previous wfnter, tha wind playfng across the surface of 
the wa%er, making eakP s paws among the fee floes, pnshtng the floes about 
slowly and ponde~ons?hy, Sam has never seen %bfs view before and I mot stace 
the fa l l  of 1958 when, i n  September, William Myers, Jim Waldbillig, and I 
climbed Momtaineer from a canp a% Lake-of-the-Clouds, For myone @IfmbTng 
Nom-taEmeela frornthe nor-t;h, the short side t r i p  to see Lake-of-the S t a r s  
2s we91 worth %he e f fo r t  and time, 

We phstograph %his lake bu-b a photmgraph i s simply inadequate as  a 
means of represen%frzg vha% the lake is, A photopaph doesngZ; convey enough 
of" the agpearmce of regal. solfkude, asrd the quiet of ZittZe-seen and less-  
touched wilderness, o f  beauty surrounded and protected by grim, grey and 
black, Jagged, Jealous crags, Thus a noble-born, Spanish maTden might have 
been surrounded md protected by grian,  black-haf red, craggy-f eatwed 
brothers mdl by a grey-haixea jealous old duema, and the clfmber, now a 
su-ftor wbo has p ~ s ~ q e d  himself wo~tlmy of "she prlvflege and has won Sthe right 
through t r ia l .  by ordeal, stands i n  her ( i t s )  presence. 

But restless surtors w e  nust be, for  we continue on up the ridge i n  
seweh of new f iekds of c o d a t ,  

No matter how pair~&%kfng and diligent E: may 73e fm writing a aes@r$p- 
t i o n  of the route we followed up tha t  ridge (even making the unreal assump- 
t fon of a perfect memory), I f e e l  eer tain that the description would do yon 
no good when the t i m e  comes f o r  you to traverse tha t  ridge with i ts  bewilder- 
ing $mibZe sf gendarmes an6 bu-ktresses, Let it sufffee t o  say that  you 
w i l l  probably reach a point where you are EookPng down 8 fifty foot overhang 
Just below one of the ilrst large gendapmes, Don't bother c l i a i n g  the gen- 
darme in hope of gettfng down from the top (we tried it) but rather drop 
dova to the w e s t ,  ge t  i n t o  @he next eoa.l.0f3~ and @ l i m b  back up, If you w e  
like ae you won't believe any of this and will do as your judgement and 
eq@rfence dEctaLe, 

UltSmaLeSy ve macb Mountaineer Peak am& are trea%ed not; oa.ly- t o  the 
age-old mountain pano~ma which neve~" f a i l s  to make f-ts deep Tmpy~essfon 
but also t rea ted  t o  a treasure hunt episode. I n  the process o f  signing 
i n  (the regis te r  is still the ttobacco t i n  which Jim Waldbillig placed i n  
1958 and no new sf gnatures in that  six years), we uncover a msty old Baker's 
Chocolate can within the cairn. The l i d  is pusted t o  %he top and i s  p y e d  
off after a b f t  of d i f f  icuity; inside we find a small glass bottle stop$ered 
tfghkly with a shrfveled old cork. The cork finally yields and I %tteii$;t 
t o  remove the rolled-up pieces of paper inside. With the awl of nrg pocket 
knife E succeed only i n  putting a small tE?ar LYZ one paper whereupon Sam 
verbally lands on me wfth Ndon' t tear those papers. Those are valuable 
records!! " We had ascertained tha t  the can, bottle, cork and papers showed 



signs of wisrlal age, although the papers were remarkably well preserved. 
Reporting that I probably co31drrPt remove the papers without breaking the 
bot t le ,  I was told,  ruthlesslyy, brutal ly almost, "~realr  it!" This goes 
against the old t r a i n ~ n ~  arid prejudice. I don% l i k e  t o  break perfectly 
good glass, bl;t I do i%. I rs ide  are papers dating from 1924 t o  1928, papers 
recording t h e  t r i p  d-ming whiel? this very peak was glven i t s  name by meabers 
of the  early Molitaa Mo-mtaineers, papers which have l a i d  under the snows 
of 36 winters protected by t h e i r  double-sealed vault. (I am impressed, 
These seraps of paper are older than I am.) W e  carefully handle and read 
ea& piece of paper, a t  om luck in finding such a treasure, 
p a r t i c a s s l y  the record pertaining t o  the naming of the peal;. ( ~ d ,  note - 
see page 8 fo r  t ranscript  of signat-wes. ) 

After clmbering around 0x1 the rocks in exploratory t r l p s  t o  determine 
the route n o ~ t h ,  we reluctant ly turn our faces back south and head for  camp - 
a "fur piece" by our reckoning. We attempt a snow route on the east  s ide 
OP the ridge (I am pe t r i f  Led again by being on steep snow), abandon that ,  
~ e g a f n  the ridge %~?_d,,,,,San s t a r t s  waving h i s  a r m s  and mokloning t o  me, 
k rao7mtain goat 4s caning across the western side of the ridge, headtag 
directby f o r  us; i n  fac t  we stand on the  only ~LsTbke t r a i l  aeross that 
region, S a d s  camera i s  has t i ly  dug out of h is  pack and on the  goat comes, 
running at a  steady lope (running as he did ea r l i e r  - we assume it i s  the 
same goat - when we observed him from Momta5.neer rakvlllimg across a steep, 
seemingly vert ical ,  patch of snow). Finally he sees us and stops about 
50 f ee t  away, He f s  pan-tfng rapidly from his rm but doesn't seem alarmed, 
H i s  winter coat is  coaing off fn  large t a t t e r s  and gobs, giving him a some- 
what hobo-like apgearance (the original  climbing bum), Obviously he desires 
t o  pass by where we stand as  he f idgi t s ,  stamps h i s  fee t  and, t o  Sam's picture- 
taking delfght, t m s  his profi le  t o  us, W e  attempt t o  give the appearance 
of leaving, hoping t o  get a closer p ic ture-ye t i  but the old boy i s  canny and 
w e  don't deca2ve him., Re leaves, and so do we, 

W e  arr ive back at camp a f t e r  sundown ( 9 pen, or so) t o  be greeted by an 
oTfez= of hot t e a  fol9owed by a hot meal; a Fmmious end t o  a good day, 

Needles & Grizzly Lo - - 
This lake derived i t s  
name i n  Sept. '56 a f t e r  
a grizzly bear challenged 
the r ights  of the photo- 
grapher to ge t  t h i s  pic- 
ture, T h i s  alyine wea 
i s  famous for  grizzly bear 
a ~ d  mountain goat. 

Photo by Thad Lowan, 
courtesy U,S, Forest 

Beedles of Free- Pass 
(NO routes drawn because of unlimltea 

number of routes) 
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A Grmd Outing, contd. P ~ o m  page 4 

Pat and Sam were quite successZul in cLilnbing the West Face of Grey Wolf 
and even nanaged to reach c a ~ ~  at the civilized hour 09 6 porn. in t i m e  for 
supper, That evening vhfBe we sere ~it%Lng aro'md the camp fire, a shot rang 
ant and two teen-age boys appeared in o ~ w  c a p  carryfng rifles, WE: ~ ~ W l d P l ' t  
fmgene .what they were do%ng that  high up at .&hat t h e  of nSight, They safd 
%hey weye off %es ~ X t m b  St, Mary, We were a11 qnite uneasy t i Z 1  %hey had dis- 
appeared.- back tn the dfrec$isn of %heir  o m  c a p  about a maile below, 

Momday we broke emp ~ O U I ; E C Z  gP am , Tke t r i p  dcawr? vas no% too bad, We 
stuck quite @lose ts the creek bed as it wasn't so brush& Sarn, a E t t t l e  ways 
ahead, came face to face w f t h  a grizzly - &out 8oU of t h i n  air separated 
then wMch seemed l ike  face to P a w  when facing suer? a fkce, It1 was such a 
hot t r i p  down, and we eo-u.3.d see the reservoir beckoning in the distance, Yes, 
gus% as soon as we reached the car it was boys t o  the right, g i r ls  to the left, 
and I s a  we went, A stmply- glo~ious expertenee - &host  for~got to t a k e  my watch 
off  * 

The ~irea%her OD the entiere %rfp was really something: beautiful swsbLne, 
w i t h  danpnes8 only 0x1 the  way  in, We can 8IPJ,y ~ T s h  for ano-khe~ oiixt2ng such as 
this, %i$h the c+pportas;?f%y to meet again %he! wanderm '.folks who ma& the so- 



GREY WOW PEAK, 9,000 fSy, eleve 
( ~ ~ s s i o n  Ra~ge  of Montana, east of St, ~ ~ n a t i u s )  

by J, Gordorl Edwards 

Distance t o  summit about 5 miles, EONE sf it (via t h i s  route) by hman t r a i l ,  
Leave auto at 4,000 i't . elevation. Begin actual rockwork a t  7,600 f t  . level.  
Please r e fe r  t o  H a l  Kanzier ' s "Map ____- of the  Missioo Range. - " 

Drive t o  St. Ma~y Reservoir, 10 miles southeast of St. Ignatius, and bush- 
whack in to  the great basin containing Dry Lake and Eo Fish Lake. This involves 
a tiresone hike up 4,000 ver t i ca l  feet  of steep t r a i l l e s s  ridge above the f a r  
western end of St ,  &!by Reservoir, When tha t  ridge f ina l ly  veers off toward the 
north (a t  about 8,000' ), aescend in to  the  broad, grassy basin east of the ridge 
and traverse tha t  basin, then pass mound the end of the next ridge (without 
loslng elevatiax) . SuitabLe _=axqssiees are located' beyond tha t  ridge, overlook- 
ing a &uge, rock-rlbbed anpLi t5~at re  f i l l e d  with snow, t rees ,  lake s and waterfalls . 
On the  northwest side of t h i s  amphitheatre are  the  s m i t s  of St,  W y  Peaks an6 
M t .  "X"; along the east side it i s  hemmed in by the impressive face of Grey Wolf 
Peak, and far across the basin l i e s  photogenic Freeman Pass. Just  beyond the re-  
commended campsite a. 60-foot c l i f f  must be descended t o  get in to  the b ig  amphi- 
theatre,  but there i s  an easy, urrroped rcute down tha t  c l i f f  a hundred yards 
south of the  best  campsites. (!?hat route u t i l i z e s  a steep, narrow def i le  tha t  
actually lLes beneath a great ovwhanging s M  and i s  not vis5ble u n t i l  you are 
direc t ly  above it. ) Proceed now aeross the basin floor, t o  the out let  of Ro 
Fish Lake, and cross the stream just below tha t  lake. The west face of Grey 
Wolf now looms d i rec t ly  above you, and can be admired and studied fo r  the  l a s t  
m e .  Two inverted cones of scree l i e  a t  the base of tha t  face, immediately 
above the great waterfall ,  The nearest one i s  d is t inc t ly  gray, but one just  
t o  the r igh t  of it i s  quite brown, Scramble up t o  the  apex of the brown - one 
of scree and climb about 100 v e ~ t i c a l  feet  up the steep buff-colored c l i f f s  
above it. (These c l i f f s  are  hard, rough, and b r i t t l e ,  closely resembling the  
U t y n  limestone formation i n  Glacier National Park. ) 

The easiest  route up t h t s  f i r s t  c l i f f  leads toward your l e f t  above the  
scree cone u n t i l  about a t  the elevation of a few scrubby t r ees  on the  steep 
s&lIne shoulder just  south of the  cone. Traverse t o  tha t  shoulder and pass 
around it near those t rees ,  on a broad ' T s t e p . ' ~ u s t  beyond tha t  shoulder, 
el-b 20 or 30 feet  up easy c l i f f s  tha t  lead t o  the  steep scsee slopes above, 
then walk up tha t  scree u n t i l  reaching the base of the sheer c l i f f s  above 
another sprinlkling of sail t rees ,  A dLagonal extension of the scree slope 
angles up t o  the l e f t  and ends st a great notch i n  the steep shoulder you 
traversed around ea r l i e r ,  From t b a t  notch you look d m  onto t h e  gray scree 
cone, which i s  already far below.  hat i s  a dead-end route, but provides an 
interest ing view. ) 

Re&, retrace your steps downhill until seeing an obvious route across 
the  scree toward the south (almost looks l i k e  a fa in t  game t r a i l )  and follow 
tha t  route, making a long descending traverse. There i s  a l i t t l e  exposure 
above the first steep gully (far above the big snow patch a t  the  foot of the 
c l i f f s  below), but it is quite safe beyond that .  Continue the  s l ight ly  des- 
cending traverse, passing around a t  l eas t  two more shoulders and past numer- 
ous scrubby t r ees  on narrow scree shelves, u n t i l  reaching the very large, 
gently; tree-covered scree-slope tha t  i s  so prominent i n  a l l  views of the  
West Face. 



+ ,  

Looking downward toward the south from here, you can see the bottom of the great 
enow ckw-be %bat.biaec't;s the West Paee of Grey Wolf Pk,, and it i s  likely t ha t  a L, 

- betber route t o  this point would actually be one via the great snow chuee. 
( ~ e ~ t a i n l ~  it would make a fas t e r  route of descent for par t ies  equipped with 
f e e  axes: ) 

Scramble up the extensive scree slopes above you fo r  several budre& fee t  
u n t i l  stopped by sheer c l i f f s  across most of the slope. Below those cliffs, 
traverse t o  the  r ight  (south) u n t i l  another easy scree slope is found (this, 
too, has many t r ees  on it). Walk up t h i s  new slope, angling s l ight ly  toward 
your right, and reach the tremendous horizontal "break" tha t  is visrb le  ent i rely 
across t he  Vest Face of Grey Wolf a bit below the fiadle of t h a t  face, (!This 
"break" appears a s  a broad, s cree-covered ledge de scending very slightly toward 
the south, a d  i s  very prominent i n  most views of the West Face. ) Traverse at 
t h i s  elevation for  20 or  30 f e e t  more toward the south and enter th& narrow, 
steep couloir that is elearly visible extending upward fo r  more than 200 ve r t i -  
ca l  fee t  above you. The climbing here i s  steeper, and there i s  much less scree. 
A few low cliffs are encountered, but there i s  really no exposure and no danger 
except f o r  over-confidence. Seen from the amphitheatre below, t h i s  couloir 
looks-very nmow, steep, and hazardous, and parallels the great snow chute most 
of the way-up the  mountain, Fortunately, it i s  much safer than it looks: 

FbUow up this steep couloir, being especially c a r e f u l  t o  avoid infuring 
each other with f a l l ing  rocks, u n t i l  t he  couloir suadenly runs into a short 
pitch t h a t  i s  extremely steep (p rhaps  s l ight ly  overhanging). From below tha t  
sheer pitch, you ean see the top of th i s  couloir where it ends i n  a deep notch 
i n  the tremendous subsidiary ridge or shoulder tha t  angles up diagonally t o  
the north end o f  the summit ridge of Grey Wolf. The pi tch can be climbed with 
ease, but should not  be attempted m o p e d  because of hazardous exposure. The 
ridge just  south of the couloir is even steeper, and leads t o  a Frightening 
step. one must take t o  cross in to  the couloi r  above the sheer pitch, That s tep 
Ps also mt recomenda3 mless roped, There is, however, an easy aPld safe 
ronte that avoids these dangers. Just below the steep area o f t h e  couloir a 
convenient scree shelf traverses toward the north an& within 3O or 40 f ee t  
that shelf povides  access t o  another kree-bearing scree slope (similar t o  
those used near the bottom of the climb). h g l e  upward towar6 your r ight  and 
the scree extends clear Lo the top of the subsidtary ridge mentioned above. 

i - _  

Pass around that ridge on a narrow (but safe) ledge, and enter the large, 
gkn"c1e wainage systex beyond 5%- The ~.ou-t;e from here on is an easy walk-up, 
with dozens of good routes probably available. We climbed toward the north 
end of the s m i t  ridge, passing the huge snowfield en route so  we could ge t  
some water, Above %he snowfield we stayed i n  the Pwgest s t r m - g u l l y  wl'cil 
almost t o  the sm-j:t ridge, then angled slightly toward the  r ight  t o  avoid 
a n  ~ L i f f s ,  The last c l t f f s  guardfng the  sumf-E, shoulcl be sktr ted by tra- 
versing in to  a-broad scree gully XUU feet south af the highest point, and on 
%he west side of the f i n a l  summit ridge, 

- - 

The first - b o r n  ascent of th i s  route was made Ju ly  18, 1964, by Charles 
E. Fisher- (of Columbia Falls, ~ontana) ,  and Alice and Gordon Eiiwards (of San 
Jose, ~ a l i f o r n i a ) .  Time from the lake t o  the summit was nearly & hburs.  
Became w e  had slo in tent ion of atte~p-bing the climb, we were entrrely- without 
equipaent . Fortunately, none was needed: 



By the time Sam Sravton had l ed  his  eight member party t o  the south 
s - d t  of Grey $Wolf and back t o  camp again, we had learned Chat the West 
Face had b e s ~  elimbed that  day (my 19, 1964) by the Edwards' and Chuck 
Hisher. Tke c1EC-I" vas descrtbed as being inkerestfng bn% not severe 
(tke Edwzrds "part E& even ba-ving a rope). 

The -next mor~8ng fom-d S ~ E  and 1 Pleading up 'the snow f i e l d  on the  
West Face wMch l i e s  below thz mi3 couloir (the one between the Morth and 
Soxth Summits), I think the aosf t ick l i sh  moves of t he  day were made a t  
the top of that sn~w f ie ld .  W e  f m d  ourselves or? the south side and 
wanted t o  be on the ner~th side, Sam crossed the hard-packed and f cy snow, 
on xbtch boots didn't even nake an impressioq by using t w o  long sharp 
~ i t o n s  t o  claw a t  the ice and 1: by wing my piton hammer as a miniature 
fce ax, I reckomd I @a-d stop wse9f w i t h  tt before I. l a d e d  i n  Eo Fish 
Lake but ID d Pose awful 10-6 of al".,tude before stopping, The reason 
all t h i s  w a s  necessary was tha t  WE? had lex% our snow and ice  gem i n  ewp, 
expecting aa a11 rock c k b ' ,  It aEmess-& wae. 

However, we  passed t h i s  03stacle wwftout event and stepped onto the 
rocke m a t  foEowed was a very enQoy%ble elin'b. The rock lower down was 
water-smoothed and polished, yet  s t i l l  offering good holds. There were 
some loose pebbles on the roc& which prompted us t o  choose independent 
l ines of  ascent a t  times, but i n  general the rock was clean and solid, and 
less water-smoothed higher xp, 

There =e a large number of posstble routes one my follow heaang 
toward the main cou lok ,  ranging f~ol-om class  III (the way w e  went) t o  class 
%"I and most of  She= on PaBrly good rock, The nature of the c l a b i n g  was 
such that, wishing t o  climb without the rope, w e  were naturaUy led  t o  %he 
same path followed by the Edwards' party and we  encountered t h e i r  tracks 
from time t o  t5rne. But there Es a lot of ~Ifmbing to be had on tha t  West 
Face. I n  fact, the  day previous, Sam f ~ m d  some very interesting e l i d i n g  
i n  the area direct ly below the southwest "smm&-t;, " climhing which was "too 
interestings for the party he led  and he reluctantly retreated. I% is my 
considered opinion tha t  the West Face of Grey Wolf offers such a great 
variety of c l i ~ b i n g  that a eouple of experienced climbers could spend two 
weeks campea at Ho Fish Lake, clim5ing on the face every day and not ex- 
hausting the poesibi l i t ies  offered there, maklng a different climb every 
Say, But  they would have t o  be experienced as  saxe of the climbing i s  
very exposed, 

The most impressive, and perhaps s tar t l ing,  aspect of the West Face 
is i t s  thee-dLmensi ondf ty ,  I hsd cons5.dered tha t  face t o  be a wall on 
a t  least a half dozen separate occastoas since 1957, had taken m y  photo- 
graphs of the face and w a s  lever aware of this three-dimensionz1ftyQ Blrt 
once on we face one finds meself among separate pirurrac1es, north-south 
ridges, buttresses, and couloirs. It i s  almost as i f  you bad approached 
a piece of stage scenery of a woodland painted xpon a sheet of canvas, and 
suddeay found yo7mself i n  a Torest, complete with wildlife and running 
streams, One of the more appealing climbs 3.s near the top; the c 1 i ~ b e r  
would find himself scal izgthe  - east side of a north-south blade, yet still 
02 the =west Face.," 

Sam and I were fortunate in finding snow f ie lds  a d 2  hence, water on 
our July trip. I n  general I suspect water would be d i f f i cu l t  t o  find l a t e r  , 



in the y e w  and water would play@ to be carried, Nos% 02' this snow was found 
isn, %he eoasir which we fs%%oved %k;s a point on the ridge nor% hwest o f  the 
Earth Sum%%% a 

We had. been %old that %he EdwwdS ' party met the KasazZers on 'cop -the 
day before d~~cended %he way %he Kanzlers had elinbed aczp - via the 
pavek ekilate Lesdfng to %he VFcd Eoteh northwest, o f  the peak - and had. 
p re fe~rea  that rouke fc r  dewento We d e i d e d  to f@&low %ha% rou-ba owosehes 
2nd aecorMngly &opped down on the north side sf Grey Wolf, hoping t o  t ~ a -  
verse t o  the WLnd Botch, The nsr.$h face, mPortma-t;eTy, f s a gravel heap, 
Conafsting sf dom-slantfag slabs covered wi%h finely-ground "clus and of 
ov~rhwgi rrg m"w:~aHanced-Jo~~i~g blozks, Zt was a nerve-grating chore to travel,  
H W O ' U ~ &  not ~e~om"14.end tha t  route f o r  anyone wishing ts go northwest, but 
woulti ra%her say foPTow the nain ns~thwest ridge as rrrnch as possible, 

&riving 8% "ce Wind Ecsteh we were face6 with a choice of two chu-kes 
for descent, Advice we had rece i~ed  "the dsy before indicated we aere $0 
take the ' '~i~l?t-hand" ekilte, The questioi here was, done t h i s  mean right- 
h a d  f8efn.g dam OT" facing 

"Fie knew we aere planning on descending this way so he would mean the 
rig&% -hand chute facing down, " 

"No, Re chose the route while climbing up, so it vould be the right- 
hand chute facing ug ~ v "  %!a? left-hand me facing dom, So we should take 
the ZeTt-hand chute, P% 

The discussion proceeded on these lines for af?hfTe, 'both of us no 
doubt ffnaUy thinkfng even Tf we were t o  sTmply p e s 8  or f l i p  a coin 
we would have an even up chance of guessing the corl-ect one: We SinalLy 
chose the lePtWband chute facing down, 1% was the wrong on@* 

We fa-una steep, smooth, down-alopbg roek again covered with gravel, 
Every step sen% buckets of rock cascadfng down the chute, We had surprised. 
two goats Pn the chute -when we mrtved a t  %he Wind lNotc'412 and their sudden 
depart-we had s e ~ t  rock dom the  chute which con-kinued t o  ~a-ttle for five 
mir;utes, liBe the sound of r i f l e  f i r e  from a running infantry ba t t le .  We 
&eseended %his eshu-ke %or several hm&ed feet, growing more apprehensive 
and more nervous at the sound of each rock fad ,  finally arr iving at a 
pLtch whi ch. ba%h 09 PRB refused t o  even attempt, tmning  fvlstead and @Zf&- 
ing back up to %he ridge, The other chute was; a Pft'cle bevt;-6er Lhan the 
first,  enongh to allow' a eolaple of, by now, hypm-cau%tw~ and hy-ger-careful 
ciirribers t o  descend, Unpleasant business, that,  t o  progress all the  w%y 
dsm on scree, taEus, boulder pile,  and ornasional. slfding ~ o e l r ,  g f n d i n g  
the edges off ~.ela$fvely new soles, 

It is not as perilous as I remember, I am sure. Most of my impression 
of that descen% was mad6 by the false stwt we aade in the wrong chute f f 
one is contempIa%ing thf  s rsu-te for descent, proceed "c %he lowest point okl 
the ridge a t  the Wind Notch and descend the obvious chute leading west ln to  
Bo Fish Basin, it also  being possible to go east  i n t o  %he Bigh Park Lake and 
G ~ e y  Wolf Lake drainages, 

Sam m d  I ultFmately reached camp exhausted by the day% activities - 
exhaustion no% so much by %he strenuous aseen* but from the nervous energy 
expended on %he deacen-b, BIZ% we  aid ge% back t o  camp be f0~e  dark f o ~  " c b e  
first %%me I n  t h e e  d-ay.s, 





LOG OF PESSPODT TRIE - July 16-20, 1964 
as recorded by &m%h& Wasa on her jaqt%s 

St, &rry Reservo& L r t  Eigh Camp in Vaeatlon Pass area - approxinately 
8 hows, 
CSfmb of St, Mary Pk. - 1 hr. up, 3/4 hr, d m  (from camp) 
P e a  "'X" to Black Buck - 3s  hrs. 
e m  to South S m i t  of Grey Wolf - 65 I U ' S , ~  r e G m  - 5-3/4 hrs. 
C a p  to El%,  UP^ Reservesir - 3 k s ,  

Map o f  southern alptne area L 
described in mt9eles sf this 
issue:. Taken from Eal Kan~- 
Xer's N O R % ~ B ' S  Mission - 
Mountains RecreationaL Map, 
vhfch f s  avaflable ' zku  "ce 
Rocky Mountafneers for $1. 
NOTE: On this map %rE"QT,h 200 
fi, @ Q % I I ~ ~ w ~ ,  EELMY &ki.ff~ 
are not obv$ozks, 

Some maps md articles refer 
to Peak "x" a8 SO, Embda Pk, 
(9000' ), both on SenieEem 
Ridge, 

Sentelem - Sinyalemin, the 
same word ~5th as many 
speULngs a8 people, Meas 
" surrounde a'', derived from 
a grea% batt le wit& FLa%- 
head Indians fought at His- 
sion Cr, (originally named - 

~inyalemin ) , 



w3XiD-SS WALK TO GELEX WOLF IdAK33 8e PROBmm FBST AS= OP SIJXSm CRAG 
by Thad E o w q  

On Angust 22 and 23 I had -the pleasant =d rewarding experience of p a r t i ~ i -  
pA7b-g 5n a scheduled WIEderness Walk t o  Grey Wolf Lake wtth 23 othek wilderness 
enthusiasts, Thfs walk was one of 14 sponsored by The Montana Wilderness Associ- 
a t ion this s?mer of ~964.-. This was a wun&erficCL cpportzrnity t o  meet and exchange 
fdeas and L-afomakfo~ with other pe~pSe who shme a deep feeling and respect f o r  
o.x wild weas.  1 v o a d  Like t o  cornend Dick Behan 09 the  Tanise~si-t;y of Mors%ma 
Schos3 of Forestry and his wife hn_ for planning and leaMng such a successf'ul 
X L O V L I ~ ? S ~ ~ . ~  V ~ Z . I . % * L X ~ ~ ~  , 

Or_ t31s t r i p  1 was accompanied kg ny grandson Donald H m r f  s, age 12, who 
w a s  the cnly  boy on tbe  wflderness walk, After our mr-ival a t  the lake, we d E  
joined together azound a~ evening campfire where w e  introduced ourse%ves, and 
gave a brief rm-dom- of o . ~  inkerest i n  the wilderness area, 

Smday, Aitmst 23, 1 g i d e d  a group of the wilderness h a e r s  t o  a e m -  
point high &orre Grey Wow Lake where the rugged Grey Wolf Peak and the  southern 
alpine section of the Missf on Range could be viewed (see f l lus .  ) . After point- 
5ng out a l l  the sfgnfficant peaks t o  the group, we - Donald and 1 - bid farewell 
t o  our new-found friends at, 9 ~ 4 5  a.m. and s tar ted our ascent of the 8000-m-set 
Crag. The route was up a slab rock ridge which begins a t  the east end (out let)  
of Grey W o l f  Lake and ascends in a northwest dfrection t o  the s m t ,  Although 
most of the. climb of the peak i t s e l f  can be classed a s  a s-beep pock scramble, 
t3e ~lf1~1.b was rewWdbg Ln mny other ways, Since t h f s  area f s  fn the  hew% of 
goat-land, om c l b b  was enlivened by crossing many f ~ e s h  goat tracks and t h e i r  
newly-used bedding g o - i d s .  In additeon to the  opportmfty t o  see goats there 
f s  alvays the poss ib i l i ty  - f f  you are obse~van-b, and patient - of seeing a 
gfzz3.y bear and her cubs phyfng on soae snow bank or  diggfng for  v m f n t s ,  
?%is t s  a special kind of a reward offered t o  momtain climbers i n  the  Mission 
Wild Area, A'c one * h e  on om climb of the Sunset Crag a f t e r  we had worked 
owselves mound a pa r tEc-ab~ ly  sharp c l i f f ,  we came out a%ove a nanny goat 
keepfrsg lookout on a narrow Sedge, Upon seeing us the goat leaped f i f t een  
fee t  onto another narrow ledge and then shot dom a steep droafnage tha* we 
wo7rJ.d consfder a good p b c e  %o use a rope. 

ilboilt 200 feet below the smft, we were stopped by a headwall fn  a 
rathey vide arafrrageo The a s c e ~ t  of thf s eEfff fox- about 30 f ee t  required 
some 4th class  cltnbing ( a t  l eas t  for me) and a rope was nsed t o  belay Donald 
Zor about 80 feet. It would be a_uLte d i f f i cu l t  t o  descend t h i s  section with- 
out .the use of a Tope because of the lack of adequate holds and insecure rock, 
Upon =rfving a t  the top 05 the Sunset Crag we could Tfnd no evidence tha t  t h f s  
@rag had ever been ~Lfmbed before, There was no sign of any rock p i l e  or rock 
d2staxwbance and no register. eont%iraer, Although f t  f s possLb3te %bat other 
persoas may have climbed this Crag, it seems unlikely since the Grey Wolf area 
has not a t t rac ted  mountain climbers and only a ePtmber with a rope -would be 
Zfkely t o  proceed above %be headwall, A t  any rate ,  it was a strange sensatton 
t o  feel tha-k yon mLght be the f i r s t  hman t o  s e t f o o t  upon t h i s  peak, A t  leas* 
5% -peals t o  the imaginakfon, 

While on the Crag we erected a cairn and ins ta l led  a p l a s w i  @register 
tube a%tac'hed to a rock by a yellow 13.y1on eora, 'SJe also  enjoyed a gery re- 
vzrding v i e w  of the Angel's Bathing Pool (but no angels) and all of the Mis- 
sion alpine area f r o m  Gsey Wolf Peak north to Xr,  Eardfag, 



There 83x2 two m~~$or peaks whfeh border the upper b a ~ i n  of' %he AngelPs 
Bathing Pool &ajinaage - the Smaet Crag p e a  om the south rfm and %he Sunset 
Peak on the ~ o ~ h  rfm, A f t e r  p%r.stogr8ph9~3tg %he 8~enery WB d~acenCled. t o  om 
base camp where we dfssussed the sz&eutmes of She day wbhLe @how cocbk_ed, 

Panorama of the Southern Alplne Area of the Hfssion Eange (looking west ) 
Taken by Thad Lowary, September 1960, Courtesy U.S,F.'S. 

Route up Sunset ciag i s  along east ri&ge of peak. 
Route -6;0 HEgh Pmk L., Pass of the WFnds, aved west $s %Long nqrth 

shore of Grey Wolf L,, gafriing a l t i tude  only to by-pass c l i f f s  
un'til cl iff  at head of lake is reached. Then continue over ridge. 

Another brand of instsnt  suap, campaet for campers, is R i g k k  Time. Available 
in s-portlx~g 90(3a8 8%6fe8 0 1 ~  from H, W, Fox, Dept, SA9 X n ~ t f t u t f ~ n a L  P1-cabcfs 
Dlv, , General Foo&s - Cozy,, 250 lfor%h St,, White Plains, H,Y, 



SENTEW C r n O N  -- THE mm WAX O W  
by Hal Kanzler 

July 19, 1964 - Sunday, This was "break-camp" day fo r  most of the  twenty-one 
mountaineers on the  $64 Mission Range expedition. Skip Taylor, Lee Beckwith, 
and J i m  K, had tented together and were now packed for  transport ,  They cleaned 
up the  area while Jer ry  K O  and I put the  finishing touches on o w  gear-stowing, 
We had regrets  about leaving such a beaut i ful  area on such a bright and cheer- 
f u l  morning* 

I 

The f ive  of us planned t o  hike t o  Vacation Pass and ex i t  the  Mission Range 
vfa the  Senielem drainage t o  Mtiission Creek and out t o  Mission Reser-caoir, Fisher, 
Edwards, and Cullen had agreed t o  move my car from St. Mary Reservoir t o  the  
LitGle F a l l s  camppound a t  the  head of Mission Reservoir. Al l  we had t o  do was 
hike down t o  the car -- it sounded simple, 

111 Lee, Skip, and J i m  decided t o  make another climb on East St.  Mary on the  
way out, so they took off up the ridge carrying t h e i r  packs, Jerry and I chose 
a grade t h a t  would put us i n  Vacation Pass, Later we saw the  three of them 
far above, making wild glissades down the  steep snowfield off the summit of St, 
Mary Pk, I'm sa t i s f i ed  tha t  16 year old boys have an inexhaustible supply of 
energy, 

When Jer ry  and I reached the  l a s t  snowfield east  of Vacation Pass, we 
decided t o  take a side t r i p  down the  sloping roek terl-ace and t r y  t o  locate 
the  "~oun ta in  of ~ o u t h "  again. It had been l a t e  evening when we had discovered 
it on Friday and the photo l i g h t  had been poor. I wanted some good pictures of 
t h i s  unusual a r tes ian  spring spurting up out of a crack i n  the  so l id  roek t e r -  
race, W e  l e f t  our packs below the  pass and went down toward the  spring, It 
was elusive, but a f t e r  a ha l f  hour search, we found it, got our pictures, 
marked the  spot with a large cairn, and climbed back up t o  Vacation Pass, 

We were greeted on the  pass by the three boys and the  Downeys and Krecks. 
Three of them had a l so  been up on St.  Mary and were on t h e i r  way up Peak "x". 
We had a b i t e  of lunch, sa id  goodby t o  the  others, and s ta r ted  down Senielem 
Canyon, Time w a s  about noon, 

We found the drainage t o  be a beaut i ful  alpine valley f u l l  of small water- 
f a l l s ,  moss-covered terraces,  and flowering alpine meadows. We stayed on the  
east  bank of the stream a l l  t he  way t o  the  lake, The going w a s  good, fncluding 
one steep descent down a chute r igh t  t o  the  i n l e t  of Senielem Lake. The lake 
i s  a t r u e  gem, s e t  deep i n  the canyon, with a nice shoreline and a timbered 
park on the  east  bank, The west bank extends back a few yards t o  the  base of 
a breath-taking ve r t i ca l  wall r i s i n g  about 1500 ve r t i ca l  f ee t  above the  lake 
shore. AU. of the  drainage from Vacation Pass t o  Sentelem Lk, i s  typ ica l  
g r i z z l y  habitat ,  as  i s  most of the  southern Mission Range high-country. We 
s a w  several  diggingg, and signs, but not.hing fresh. We fished the  east  shore 
from i-&let t o  out le t  and observed no f i sh ,  I think the  lake i s  barren, but 
it has considerable aquatic l i fe  and good spawning beds, It should support 
a good population of t rou t  i f  ever planted, 

W e  crossed the  creek at the  out le t ,  t o  the  west bank, and walked the 
short distance across tbe  l eve l  bench fo r  o w  f i r s t  look in to  the  lower 
caryon, hTIG-S!: It i s  28001 down t o  Mission Creek and the  f i r s t  1500'' 
appeared t r u l y  ver t ica l :  Closer inspection showed the  drop-off t o  consist 
of a se r ies  of c l i f f s  and t ider-covered ledges or benches, It reminded me 
of the  descent t o  Up, Ashley Lk, two years ago when we went over the  top 
from Iceflow and made the  mistake of gofng down the  south side of the  f a l l s  
(a lso i n  the  Mtssions). Twas a rope job. 



The  boy^ were game, so we ~ i g g e d  the ropes, using well-rooted trees for 
anchors, aria went over the edge, orre at a time, and comnitted ourselves t o  
%he descent. We were well-equipped, km~ing  two 318" by 150' nylon lines, L 

Gne 3/8" by 120' nylon, one 7/16" by 120' nylon and 150' of 3/8" manila, 
I l o s t  count of the amber. of rappels we made, but I think we m s t  have roped 
dom abaut 3000 vertical feet, $one of them w e r e  shark, some were &IOU% 200' 
and one 1 recau was a beweat. We tfed two 150f l ines  %oge%Ezer, arzd when 4: 
t h r e w  %hem, over the side, they barely touehed the bottom, X leaned out wer 
the edge, on the rope, t o  make sure the l ines  were clear ma reached the 
bench. below, 

On some of the faces, we went o m  wearing our packs, riggea in a diaper' 
sling, with si~gle karabiner on the lines, On sone faces, we lowered the 
packs on a t ight-line, which was very time-consuming, On thls long one, I 
was stupid enollgh t o  go over wearing the pack, The last 40' was an overhang, 
and ai: coa&'i; h016 TricLlosn enuugb on a free rappel t o  preveat aceeleration, 
The ropes, burning across my back, between my packboard straps, cut a groove 
between my shodL6ers at the base of the neck, about a quarter inch deep. T 
f%nally managed t o  jam the  l ines between my legs, giving extra f r i c t i o n  across 
my right thigh, and slowed somewhat before piling up on the bench; I had t o  
clench my teeth t b  keep from screaming with pain from the rope burn, I ' m  
eamyirzg a lifetime Scar fr512 %ha% bit of expertence, 

We lowered the o"cm packs ana the f o w  boys came ~ Q W E  wit'lnozat; df f f f - 
culty - t ~ e y  ac%uaUy enjoyed %-is, The sun was now set%ing, and IT& had it, 
W e  were less than half way down from the lake and in a good spot ta bLvouae - 
.so we dl8 the o a y  M e l l i g e a t  thing - we camped for- the nfght, 

July 20, 1464 - Honday. At 4 a,m. we broke camp, a t e  a hasty breakfast, and 
con%inued the aescent. Fortune smfled on us - ve found a goat t ra i l  against 
the bluff at the l o w w  cage of "ce bench we had c a g e d  m. It was steep, 
b"t;l% vee-travelled, We followed 5% %LX the way t o  Mission Creek. One chute 
was very steep so we roped &om ft for safety, The goa"c; had been usfng it 
for tirag races, We reached Hission Creek just downstream. from "ce coxx!3..uence 
with Senielem Creek, a%& found it to be a boiling, raging torrent. It was 
beautiful in one respeet, but had a s inis ter  100k .of disaster about it. Time 
w%5 now 8 a,m, 

A short way downstseajn we located a vet, sllmy log  which had survived 
many spring run-offs. The boys put a l ine  on me and I managed somehow t o  
wiggle across v~thc4u.f; ge"cing dranked, Re venk back apstream where %here 
were good anchor trees on bo-bh .sides of the creek, and s-&;re"ched a doubla 
t ight l l ine  acyoss M3lfssion Creek, With one kmabtber as a .traveler, and 
another for  a clip-on, we highlined the packs across "a la ~grolea ."  Then 
we hang Jerryg Skfp and Lee in a dlaper sl ing md brought them across, m e  
at a tine, with shouts of delighk T r m  the passengers. Jim cut the rigging 
loose and crossed the log while I held his rope (and my breath). I - f e l t  
relfeved - we were down - now a n  we had t o  do was find the trailo 339s 
operation ha6 taken 1* hours. 

There i s  a trail - as we showed on the  map - or ra;ther there was one. 
The Indian %rvfce hasn't cleared it for 20 or 30 years and you're no 
better  off om. $ t  than you are off it. !2he a3luvial fan that lies o ~ .  the 
north side of the @a3ngm, just Selow the SenieTem conflaence, i s  the worst , 

brush jungle L evep go% ln-bo - and I've 'been in a few: To crow it half? 
way ltrp - as %re d i d  - &s pure t o r t y e ,  Y o u  gab  what you can ai th  the righi; 
arm. gad push t o  the right - then grab what you can w i t h  the  le f% arm an6 
PUS& to t h e  le-fk - %hen s%ep on the reminder vim the rigkt foot - and 



s t e p  forward w i t h  Yae l e f t ,  Then do 2t over an& over again, 

I recal led Pat Leonacd t e l l i n g  about the time he t r i e d  t o  go up Mission 
Creek t o  Lucifer Lk., and ended up crawling through tunnels i n  the brush made 
by goats. Re ulever d3.d get t o  the  lake. I wondered where the  h e l l  he fomd 
the t~m-ela; w e  could have used them, We used up two hours going a half mile: 

We f ina l ly  broke out of the  worst of the jungle and fomd an old skid 
road, followed 5.5, making one ford t o  the  south bank, and on down the valley. 
Then we crossed Sack t o  the  north bank on a log bridge t o  the jmction of the 
L i t t l e  Falls  road. We dropped the packs a t  the ~ o a d  junction and I hoofed it 
t he  short df s t a x e  back upstream t o  the car, 

I hzd one thought i n  mind, Get t o  a phone and call home before someone 
puskzd the panic buttcn. W e  were long overdue, and I knew some mothers had 
spent a sleepless night. We phoned from the Malt Shop i n  St.  Ignatius (while 
the  boys consrrmed immense quantit ies of hamburgers and milksbakes). Time: 
1 p.m. I was 10 min~tes too la te .  The r e s e w  group, l e d  by Fisher and Edwards, 
had just leTt town, armed with two-way radios, and a l l  the hardware they could 
f ind  in town. They r e s c ~ e d  us a t  the ice  cream stand a t  the  south end of 
FlaClead Lk. We were jokingly accused of being l o s t  and couldn't do anything 
but accept the  razzing.  We were h a p ~ y  tha t  someone w a s  concerned about us - 
i n  case w e  had been 2n troiible. Razzing or not, it had been an adventure not 
soon t o  be f orgo",tec by any of the p m t i  cipants I 

RmE: The Underhills climbed t o  Sentelem Lk, f ~ o m  Mission Creek - and it took 
them two days. I t2rink t h i s  could be done Class IV, by careful route picking 
f ~ o m  below - however, please don't invi te  me along. When I go t o  Senielem Lk, 
again, it will be frorn Vacation Pass, and I w i l l  return v i a  Vacation Pass' 

July 16-20, we  went climbing i n  the Mtssion Mountains. A t  3 aa.m. in 
t h e  morning we l e f t  t he  cars t o  begin climbing t o  high camp. There was no 
t r a i l  and it siras wet and the  brush was miserable, I had a 25 lb, pack on 
my back. After s i x  hours we got t o  high camp. There were 21 of us i n  a l l .  
The f i r s t  day we climbed Peak "x" and Black Buck, The next day w e  climbed 
Grey Wolf and the next w e  elinbed St .  Mary. We glissaded down it &out 
three t ines.  When w e  got down we had snovcones, The way we made them i s  
t o  pour kool-aid onto the  snow. The next morning a t  about 7 we s tar ted  
doma Whez we got t o  the  car we went swimrning i n  the  reservoir. A t  the 
end of the  trip ae each got a hamburger i n  St .  Ignatius. ( ~ a l t  Braxton, 
age 11.) 
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