
Mountain Ear 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAlNEERS 

m y  1991 

Tima and Place: Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 
month in the Xontana Power Building a t  1903 6hrssell S t ree t  i n  Hissoula. The Hay meeting 
w i l l  be held on Wednesday, May 8, 1991. 

Pr0~ra-m~ Peter Dayton w i l l  present a s l i d e  show on a canoe t r i p  which his 
Grandparents took doW Glen Canyon in '  1957, j u s t  a s  construction was beginning on t h e  
Glen Canyon Dam, This will be .-;cF=zze tz 352 $lsr;, . 5czyii2, S=L&?> 5s s. zss tees~sad, 
through the eyes- and camera of w i i l i a rd  and Plorabel Dayton ,- t&o a r b  a l so  .now deceased. 
If you a r e  interested i n  t h e  canyol*, 'youz-better come see t h e  s l i d e  show, because the 
t r i p  is no longer available. 

TBIP CALENDAR 

General Contacts f o r  Floatinq. W e  are i n  t he  gap between good ski ing and good 
hiking, which j u s t  happens t o  be a grea t  tlme t o  go f loat ing.  The club does no t  
schedule many f l o a t  t r i p s ,  a number of i ts  members f l o a t  frequently, i f  no t  
excessively. Ca l l  Peter Dayton (728-8101) o r  A r t  Gidel (543-6352) i f  you a r e  interested 
in get t ing  out  on the r ivers .  

Sat-Sun, Hay 18-19, HcDonald Pmko A one o r  two day c l i a  of McDonald Peak, t h e  
tallest peak in the ~ i s s i o n s ,  from the east .  Cal l  Steve Hiday a t  721-3790 f o r  de ta i l s .  
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May, Teton Traverse. Martha Yale wants t o  organize a north-south s k i  t raverse  of 
t h e  west, s i de  of t h e  Tetons, through Alaska Basin and Hurricane Pass. Cal l  Martha a t  

- 549-2163 f o r  more information. 

Ju ly  o r  August, P t a d ~ a n  Traverse, Martha Yale wants t o  organize a backpacking 
t r i p  along the Ptarmigan Traverse, a 5--7 day high t raverse  i n  the  North Cascades i n  
Uashington vhich in-volves g lac ie r  t rave l ,  with opportunities f o r  peak bagging en route. 
c;rHl ak 544-2pb3 gar =re information. 

TBIP RETORTS 

Deschutes River, A p r i l  20-22, A r t  Gidel and Peter  Dayton took a three-day 
self-contained kayak t r i p  on t h e  Deschutes River, which is located i n  north-central 
Oregon, south of The Dalles; This is more of a remote r u r a l  t r i p  than a wilderness 
t r sp ;  a rai l road and some roads run along the r ive r ,  and there are some houses, p r iva te  
property, and agr icu l tura l  a c t i v i t y  on its banks. A long section of its w e s t  bank is 
part of an 5ndian reservation and is posted against  trespassing by non-members. 
However, the scenery is qu i t e  good, and there  was plenty of whitewater, W e  did the 
sec t ion  of the r i v e r  between Trout Creek and Sherars Fa l l s ,  which flows past  Maupin. 
Our boats performed w e l l  despi te  being s tuffed with gear, and we played pretty: 

,= 
agressively. Most of the rapids l i s t e d  a s  Class 11's i n  our guidebooks would be 
referred. t o  as Class -111 or  111 i n  this area, although the Class I V t s  seemed about 

--- right. W e  w e r e  for tunate  t o  have warm and sunny weather, and did a l o t  of h5king in the 
evenings. If you accept the r i v e r  f o r  what it is and don't t r y  t o  compare it t o  the 
e d d l e  Fork of the Salmon o r  t h e  Grand Canyon, it's a p re t ty  n ice  t r i p .  - Peter  Dayton 



Rogue River, A p r i l  23-25. .After  ge t t i ng  of f  the Deschutes, A r t  and Peter  took a 
three-day self-contained kayak t r i p  on the Rogue River, wPIich is located near Grantes 
Pass in southwest Oregon. This is a nationally-known and very popular wilderness f l o a t , /  
t h e  use  of which is controlled by a permit system from June through September. W e  \ 
didn ' t  g e t  a permit i n  the lo t t e ry , .  so  we decided t o  f l o a t  the r i v e r  before t h e  permit 
season began. It was a grea t  t r i p .  U e  decided t h a t  t h e  f l o a t  en t i r e ly  deserves its 
na t iona l  reputation,  and rank it as one of the best t r i p s  t h a t  we  have taken. The 
whitewater is excel lent  and frequent, t h e  scenery is outstanding, and there is  very 
l i t t l e  development along t h e  r i ve r .  The vegetation is lush,  and everything is covered 
w i t h  moss and other  p lan t s ,  almost l i k e  a r a i n  fo res t .  Although t h e  r i v e r  is p r e t t y  
crowded l a t e r  i n  the surmmar, we  d idn ' t  run i n t o  any other  f l o a t e r s  on our t r i p .  The 
only negative aspect  of the t r i p  is that it rained p r e t t y  much the whole time. W e  spent 
our evenings *hunkering under a r a in f ly ,  and d idn ' t  do any hiking. This i n  a t r i p  we 
w i l l  ce r ta in ly  t r y  t o  repeat .  - Pete r  Dayton 

K l i ck i t a t  and Wenatchee Rivers, A p r i l  26-27.. After  spending an evening drying out 
a t  %he house of P e t ~ r ' s  a a r m t s ,  kt Gitiel and P e e r  n a v t p ~  f l e d  t o  dryer climate o f  
cen t r a l  Washington f o r  two days of boati& The Kl ick i ta t ,  is  a small creek-like r i v e s  
wi th  non-stop class XI-III ac t ion  and grog& .zb%~ery .  The Wenatchee is a l a rger  r i v e r  
w i t h  a l o t  of development on its banks, but  with plenty of moderately large  whitewater. 
It was nice  t o  see some new r ive r s ,  and they broke up our t r i p  home. - Peter  Dayton. 

Lower Salmon River, A p r i l  25-28. Dave Ryan, Terry Jones (who now l i v e s  in Red 
Lodge), and f i v e  other  people took a four-day ra f t  t r i p  on t he  Lower Salmon River from 
Whitebird t o  the Snake River near  Asotin. The water was qu i t e  low, but  t he  weather 
could hardly have been better. - Pete r  Dayton. 

2633d 
HEMBEESHIP APPLICATION 

mints: Phone : Maill a check payable t o  
"Rocky Hountaineers" t o  

Address : Arnold Finklin,  P.O. Box 
4262, Hissoula, Xontana 

Check one: Individual  ($6.00/year) ~ o m i l y  ($8.00/year). 59807 . 

OFPXCERS , 

Dave Pengelly, President - 728-6512 Pe te r  Dayton, V.P. and lilewsletter- 721-3780 
Arnold Finklin,  Treasurer - 543-8705 your I lme Here - Trip Leader (h in t ,  h in t )  

- -.-. 

THE M O ~ A I H  EAR 
P.O. BOX 4262 
MISSOULA, 59806 k -  * -  ---- 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 


