~ into much detail on specific.
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MOUNTAIN EAR

Monthly Newsletter of the Rocky Mountaineers

The Rocky Mountaineers is organized as a nonproﬁt
Club for the mutual benefit of its members to promote
all phases of recreational use of mountainous areas.

L
\

Dinosaurs and FOsSils

The meeting on December 10“1W111 be very
interesting. Dinosaurs are a subject that appeals to.
everyone. The speaker, Mary Lynne Swick, is an
amateur paleontologlst who has studied dinosaurs -
for twenty some years She ﬁrst became mterested
when she visited a new dlsplay ‘
at the Milwaukee N atural
History Museum. She has -
~ given these talks to several

***December 2003***

Upcomlng ‘Mee‘tings

OnJ anuary 14‘h We Wlll have a slide show on
grizzly bears. T his is a show offered by the Sierra -
Club, and will focus on the bears and their habitat =
needs. There will also be. rdeas on how people and |
bears should mteract The presenter will either be

Hope Seick from the -

Bozeman office or
Bob Clark from the

oUNE LI i e

~ groups ranging from school -

kids to seniors, and will gear
the talk toward the audience in
attendance. She says we can
learn a lot from the past, andw B
hopes to create an interestin =~
science among the listeners.
This talk will be on dino-
saurs in general, not just on the
ones who used to roam our
area. It will cover where and
how they lived, and theories on
their extinction. It will not go

is some interest, she can toueh_
on fossils in Glacier National
Park. There will be models and casts and a few
crude fossils to give people an 1dea of what’s out
~ there. There will be time for quest1ons

The meeting will be at 7:00 PM on Wednesday,
December 10® in the second floor conference
room, #201, of the court house annex. Please use
the entrance on the 200 West block of Pine Street.
Our meetings are free and open to all.

February Steve
SCuUllruci will talk

of springtime visits -
to the Southwest.
Later there will be a
digital presentation .
about a local high
school student who
spent a whole school
- year in New Zeeland
- and who gotto see a

lot of the islands.

Business
Meeting

Our club has not had a busmess meeting for a
while, and some issues ‘have come up. The officers

would like some mput from members on the follow-

ing items. We will save some time after the Dinosaur
program for discussion. If you can’t attend the meet-
ing you can e-mail or call or write to the numbers-
addresses on page two. (cont. p. 2)

and show slides from k
several year’s worth

Missoula office. In



~ Packer Meadows we opted to have a tailgate party
‘under the hcrhts in the parkmg lot. Thrs gathermg was -
* have morey to put mto a cabin fund, or perhapsto
i ?save toward a slide projector. We ask the readers for
‘7 ~~more ideas. Steve Schombel and Cathy Burleson -~ =
~ thank ¢ everyone very much for their generosrty T

Trip Reports

November 22 Lost Lake Ten mtreprd hrkers met at
Durango’s Restaurant in Superior at 9:00 AM. Roads
were slick, and one of our hikers witnessed a car go-

end over end off the hrghway, SO our trip started with. -
a call to 911. We did not let the valley’s first snow

stop us from a 14 mile drive up a dirt road to the Lost

Lake Trarlhead nor a ﬂat tire on the group leader s

car.
We kept a pretty brisk pace as we Clunbed steadrly

between open meadows and trees. Interestrngly, the

' ‘ﬁrst view of the lake is :Erom above After a-short

descent, we ate a qurck lunch at the lake, then began »

“our trip back. We were back to the trailhead by 3:30,
and we were rewarded by the srght of a bull moose on
the drive down. G e

Partrcrpants were Jim Goss Steve Schombel J uhe
Warner, David Kahl, Bret Doucett Jeannie. Slegler
and her dog Max, Lois Crepeau Karen Apland and

: inewcomers Peter Weckesser & Kerry Mrller J 1m

S November 8“‘ Lolo Pass cookout It Was cloudy,
vdark and cold, so 1nstead of burldrng a bonflre in

- for rmgmg in the start of a good Skl season and also
- to celebrate the upcoming marriage of two of the
part1c1pants Steve ‘Schombel and. Cathy Burleson
- Everyone brought their own food. and some to
~ share; so we had quite a feast Later i in the evenrng
the clouds parted and we were treated to a.

o magmﬁcent view of a lunar ecIrpse Then We made a A L a
o ovow around a snow trident and had a toast of .
: : sparklmg c1der and had the couple crush the glasses 4

~There were so many pautrcrpants it was hard to
keep track, but they included Lois Crepeau son J oe,

Business Meeting (cont.)
The first item is the cabin. We have been running
a survey in the newsletter. So far we have gotten two
responses, and both of them would like to see the
cabin stay maintained. We would like more ideas, and
would like to try to get a larger base of cabin users

‘willing to make donations and participate in work

days. There are some things that have to be done soon

hrf the cabln is to remain usable.

Next is the gas money that is paid to drivers on

~our weekend trips. Some clubs use a corporate milage

rate to rermburse drivers to club activities. It seems

~more common for purely recreational clubs to expect

passengers to prtch in and help pay for the gas that is

"actually used This would require the driver to have a

good 1dea of his gas mrlage and check the odometer

 for miles travelled, multiply the price per gallon then '

divide by the number of people in the car. To avoid

‘ 'rnrsunderstandmgs we would like to adopt one of the

"above and make the pohcy clear to all participants. .

Lasti 1s a happy announcement- On November 28”’, - ’

two of our members who met on a Rocky Mountam— '5:'~.f o
v’ - eers hike got marrred The club has received well over .’
" $100 in donations in Tieu of gifts. We now have anice

cash reserve mstead of gomg month-to-month. Or we.

'daughter Michelle with friends, kids and spouse; Fred .

and Eilene Schwanemann J ohn Wolverton Dave

Kahl and Julie Warner with two of her grandkrds and 5

Michael Bowles Ttwas a memorable n1ght - Steve

Sunday, November 16' Rattlesnake Hrke° On thrs -

crisp winter day Fred Schwanemann, Chris Mullaney, ’
~ Steve Schombel, and Susan Smith trekked the Stuart
Peak Trail to the start of the hunting zone and back.

The trail was 80% knurled ice with %" of new powder

on top. At the three mile limit, hunting zone, the trail-

was packed powder. We ate lunch under the evergreen -

trees which were covered with snow and then hrked
back to the trailhead. - Fred - '
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MEMBERSHIP APPL]CATION AND LIABILITY WAVIER

Family Yearly Membershrp Sla OO ’ I (prmt narne) B ' hereby state that 1
Make checks payable to: “Rocky Mountaineers” wish to partlcrpate in courses and/or activities offered by The
and send to: Rocky Mountaineers : - Rocky Mountaineers, a non-profit orgamzatlon I recognize any
' ' P.O. Box 4262 , outdoors activity may involve certain dangers, including but not
e e S wsse - limited to the hazards of traveling in mountainous terrain, accrdents
- Missoula, MT. 59806 or illness in remote places, forces of nature, and the actions of -

I\lame: : . participants. and other persons 1 further understand and agree that
Address: § o : : . without some program providing protection of its assets and its -
fess: - _ —_— leaders the Rocky Mountaineers would not be able to offerits

{courses and activities. In consrderatron of and as part payment for
~ the right to par‘ncrpate in the activities offered by The Rocky
Mountaineers, I agree to RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS, AND
-~ INDEMNI The Rocky Mountameers and its members frorn any
L and all habrhty, clanns and causes of actron ansmg out of orin any ‘
S way connected w1th my part1c1pat10n, or the pamapatron of any
: ‘minor that T'am srgnmg on‘behalf of,in any activities offered by
E—rnall - ; The Rocky Mountaineers. Ipersona]ly assume all risks in
I have read this release and indemnity agreement and have;" ~connection with these activities. Tf 1 am signing on behalf of a
fully mfonned myself of its contents before I have srgned ~ minoy, Tfurther agree to RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS, AND -
it. ENN B ; : : . INDEMNIFY The Rocky Mountaineers and its members from any L
: cause of actron -which the mmor may have - e S

" Phone: = : 7

L habrhty,' clarms
o ‘om the mmor s partrcrpatlon in activities. ‘The terms of
ey thrs agreement shall serve asa release’ and mdemmty acreement for
- -my heirs, personal representatrve and forall membersofmy
- ;':famrly, mcludmg any minors: (Parents or Lega.l Guardlans must S

Slonature of Parent or Legal Guardran 1f Partrcrpant is - sign for all persons under erghteen (18) years of age)

i ~PrintName :

""UnderlSYearsoone T T R : ', S : SR A

“Me Generatron” Mountameers ‘ o -

: - : ‘ - The problem is that regulars in the club the ones
Here isa quote to reflect: upon Ttis fIOIH RO | r 'Who Tead trips, arrange meetings, efc., are ot the: ones

, Moody, who writes a column called “Nimrod’s Trace  that use the cabin. With few exceptions the ones that

- in Montana Wildlife, the newsletter of the Montana - ; show UP on the fall work days are not the ones who
- | Wﬂdhfe Federation: © Gl e - usethe cabm ‘We: would like to getan idea from this -
~ “The idea that hunters should asser- . survey of how our members feel about the cabin
tively seek more local programs to L Names are optlonal ' e
‘ : ' b il (yes/nog),_v iy

involve young people in healthy
frrearm activities gets my applause
- This can and should happen.

Do you uSe the cabin’?j i

© A major roadblock is that the f How often? -
 current population ofadult hunters is O R
a ME generation caught up inself ~ Would YOU be ‘wﬂh’ngto joina WOIk-PBIty?
serving pleasure and can’tbe both- -
- ered with social or political leader- - WOUld you help on bigge er IE’Paﬂ' PTOJ jects?
ship. This is how hunters have - .
defined their identity and they face Would you make a contribution?

extinction because of it.”
o T , Should the clu continue to cut firewood and do

With this thought in mind, we ask our members to . repairs? T b
please answer the following questions about the T
club’s cabin. The mailing address is on back of this Should the club continue to lease the cabin?
half page. : :




Uncommg Tnps e

December 6 Moonllght Ski: There will be plenty
of light from an almost full moon if it is not cloudy.

These trips always depend on the weather. Lolo Pass

" looks like it will have the best snow. There will be a

“stove available for those who want to. Cook some food

before skiing. Call Lois Crepeau at 728- 5321 for
details. ‘

December 7t Lolo Pass Ski: There is lots of snow at

the pass for a good ski tour. This day will be oriented

toward beginners, with some youngsters along; so
please bring yours. Often the group catcheson fast
_enough to get a taste of the many less traveled trails

in the area. Call J uhe Warner at 543- 6508 for 1nfor— :

1’113110]1

December 14th Ski Day in area: The destmatlon for :

this cross-country day will be deten:mned by the

- amount of early season snow. It would be nice to. sk1
close to town. A Christmas tree hunt is another possi-
~ bility. Get in the loop and find out about more desti-
nations in our area. Call Lois Crepeau at 728 5321 to -

join in.

-\_\/
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December 21+ Hole-in-the-Wall: The road is plowed

 to this lodge up the West Fork of Fish Creek, and the

bar should be open for a wannmg place. There is about
1% mile of unplowed road, then a few miles of fairly
level terrain on several trails to tour. For info, call or e-

mail Jnn Goss at 822—3000 ] goss@blgsky net

5 'Decemvber ‘28“‘ Lee Creek Interpretlve Trail: This is
‘a good trail to snowshoe from the Lee Creek parking

lot. It climbs to the top of a long ridge, then descends to |
the campground Ca]l Fred Schwanemann at 542-7372 '

o part1c1pate

’ ‘J anuary 4tll Lubrecht Forest This will be a carpool
g day, where people can go explore the trails on their
- owninstead of followmg the leader. We’ll agree on a
_time to meet back at the cars. Call Steve Schornbel at
721 4686 : ; :

‘ February 18th Moose Pass Loop ThlS 14 mlle loop
“with its ups and downs takes some ski conditioning. .
: Since itis on a Wednesday we are giving advanced
s DOthC Fred Schwanemann is the leader at 542 7372.
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